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ABSTRACT 
Yuni Hera Kusnia Wati. 2019. Khaled Hosseini’s Formula in Presenting Conflicts 
in His Three Novels (Structuralism Approach). Thesis. English Letters Study 
Program, Culture and Language Faculty. 
Advisor : Dr. SF. Luthfie Arguby Purnomo, S.S., M.Hum. 
Keywords : Formula, Conflict, Structuralism.  
This research entitled Khaled Hosseini’s Formula in Presenting Conflict 
in His Three Novels is conducted to reveal the types of conflict and the formula of 
presenting conflict from Khaled Hossein‘s novels. Conflicts theory by Folarin and 
Formula theory by Cawelti were applied to answer these problems. 
The data of this research were words and sentences conform to the 9 types 
of conflict in the novels based on Folarin‘s theory. The data were taken from three 
novels of Khaled Hosseini entitled The Kite Runner, A Thousand Splendid Suns, 
and And The Mountains Echoed. The data were analyzed by employing 
Spradley‘s componential analysis. Structuralism approach was applied in this 
research to reveal Hosseini‘s formula based on the analysis of intrinsic elements 
in the novel which relate each other to create a formula. 
Derived from the analysis, this research found six types of conflict namely 
man against self, man against man, man against society, man against nature, inter 
group conflict, and intra state conflict. The data shows that conflict of man against 
society becomes the most dominant conflict found in the two novels which 
indicates that Khaled Hosseini‘s formula of presenting conflict in his two novels 
are showing convention formula which means that the plot and the types of 
conflict happen in the novels are same and very well known. Then, in And The 
Mountains Echoed novel, Hosseini applies an invention formula pattern with a 
plot twist to keep his formula fresh and interesting. Thus, the formula pattern 
Hosseini applies in his three novels are in the term of convention and invention. 
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ABSTRAK 
Yuni Hera Kusnia Wati. 2019. Khaled Hosseini’s Formula in Presenting Conflicts 
in His Three Novels (Structuralism Approach). Skripsi. Jurusan Sastra Inggris, 
Fakultas Adab dan Bahasa. 
Pembimbing : Dr. SF. Luthfie Arguby Purnomo, S.S., M.Hum. 
Kata kunci : Formula, Conflict, Structuralism. 
Penelitian yang berjudul Khaled Hosseini’s Formula in Presenting 
Conflict in His Three Novels ini dilakukan untuk mengungkapkan tipe tipe konflik 
dan formula dalam penyajian conflik dari novel Khaled Hosseini. Teori konflik 
dari Folarin dan teori Formula dari Cawelti di aplikasikan untuk menjawab 
masalah ini. 
Data dari penelitian ini adalah kata dan kalimat yang sesuai dengan 9 tipe 
konflik di dalam novel berdasarkan teori dari Folarin. Data dalam penelitian ini 
diambil dari ketiga novel dari Khaled Hosseini yang berjudul The Kite Runner, A 
Thousand Splendid Suns, and And The Mountains Echoed. Data dalam penelitian 
ini dianalisis dengan menggunakan analisis komponen analisis dari Spradley. 
Pendekatan strukturalisme digunakan dalam penelitian ini untuk membuktikan 
Formula dari Hosseini berdasarkan analisis pada unsur unsur intrinsik dalam 
novel yang saling terhubung untuk menghasilkan formula. 
Berdasarkan dari penelitian ini, didapatkan 6 tipe konflik yang disebut 
dengan konflik man against self, man against man, man against society, man 
against nature, inter group conflict, and intra state conflict. Data dalam penelitian 
ini menunjukan bahwa konflik antara man vs. society menjadi tipe konflik yang 
paling dominan yang ditemukan didalam dua novel Khaled Hosseini. Hal tersebut 
menunjukan bahwa formula dari Khaled Hosseini dalam menyajikan novelnya 
adalah dengan menunjukan formula covention yang menunjukan bahwa plot dan 
tipe konflik yang muncul didalam novel tersebut sama dan sangat mudah ditebak. 
Kemudian, di novel And The Mountains Echoed, Hosseini mengaplikasikan 
formula invention dengan plot twist untuk menjaga formula yang dia miliki agar 
terlihat baru dan menarik. Dengan demikian, formula pattern yang di sajikan oleh 
Khaled Hosseini di dalam novelnya adalah convention dan invention. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
A. Background of the study 
Formula considered as a way an author presents their works in a 
conventional way. They have a structural pattern in presenting their works. 
The formula can be used to describe the elements of those literary works in 
structural ways. With those formulas they have, they will show their 
characteristics and their identity as their pattern through their works. Formula 
as defined by Cawelti (2001: 205) is a conventional system for structuring 
cultural products. It can be defined as a structural pattern that embodies a 
universal life pattern or myth in the materials of language. It means that 
formula is used to show the way the author treats something in a conventional 
way. A structural pattern here means that the author will use a repeating 
pattern in the elements of their works. 
Cawelti also states that literary formula is a structure of narrative or 
dramatic convention employed in a great number of individual works. 
Literary formula has two simple usages in literary work, first, formula simply 
denote a conventional way of treating some specific thing or person. Second, 
it refers to larger plot types. The important thing to note about these usage is 
that it is basically refered to patterns convention in specific culture and 
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period (2014:5-8). It can be called that formula is also a deeply cultural 
construct which is considered as a known fact or a given truth. The 
convention here means that the elements which build those works are very 
well known. According to Cawelti in Knezevic (2008: 4) conventions are 
elements that both the author and his audience, and all of us to be exact, know 
beforehand. Conventions are things like stereotypes, very well known plots, 
characters that are based on some cultural heritage and so forth. The 
principles of those formulas are the selection of certain plots, characters, and 
settings, which possess in addition to their basic narrative structure. The 
formula is a pattern when the reader is successful to define the formula they 
have classified one of popularity works. When it becomes a successful 
formula, a story pattern clearly has special interests and meanings for many 
people in its culture. Thus, the formula pattern usually found in the popular 
literature, and the three novels of Khaled Hosseini which become the object 
of this research are very popular in literature with its best-selling. 
Khaled Hosseini is an Afghan-American novelist. He is one of the most 
widely read and beloved novelists in the world. He wrote his international 
best-selling novels of The Kite Runner, A Thousand Splendid Suns, and And 
The Mountain Echoed. His first novel, The Kite Runner is an international 
bestseller, published in forty countries with more than ten million copies sold 
in the United States. His second novel A Thousand Splendid Suns, also 
becomes the national bestseller with more than thirty-eight million copies 
sold worldwide in more than seventy countries. His third novel, And The 
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Mountain Echoed was released in May 2013 and becomes a New York Times 
bestseller and global publishing event. 
Hosseini started writing his first novel, The Kite Runner in 2001. The 
Kite Runner was published in 2003, and becoming an international bestseller. 
This novel tells about the story of two young boys Amir and Hassan who are 
friends and grow up in Kabul, Afghanistan. It tells about an intimate bond of 
love and the friendship between two boys from the different class, status, and 
ethnicity. It also tells many things about the different treatments of ethnic 
group between Pashtun and Hazara. 
The story begins in 1975 of the fall of the monarchy in Afghanistan, the 
Soviet invasion in 1979 and the coming to power of the Taliban in 1996. 
Conflict of war in Afghanistan which was presented in the story influenced 
much the life of the characters in the story. How Amir and Hassan and their 
family must struggle with the condition of society. The novel has a great story 
and becomes very famous. The novel was published in forty countries and 
became an international bestseller. It's following by the other novel A 
Thousand Splendid Suns that is published in 2007 and became the first 
national bestseller. This novel tells the story about women‘s life in 
Afghanistan under the power of Taliban, and focuses the story on friendship 
of two women Mariam and Laila which were brought together by war, by loss 
and by fate. As they endure the escalating dangers around them, they form a 
bond that will alter the course of their lives and the lives of the next 
generation. This novel has a great story that presents self-sacrifice, and the 
survival of the characters against the authority of Taliban which took power 
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in Afghanistan with and arbitrary rules. This novel shows many conflicts start 
from conflict of the character itself, family conflict, social conflict, and war 
that happened to the characters and it influences their whole life. 
The other novel is And The Mountain Echoed which was released in 2013, 
and also became a New York Times bestseller and global publishing event. 
Hosseini has presented the modern-day of Afghanistan, with the touch of the 
toil and struggles of the last thirty years that the country has gone through. In 
this novel, Hosseini tells the story about the relationship between Abdullah 
and his younger sister, Pari which separated because their father had to sell 
Pari to a rich family in order to survive from the brutal winter. This story tells 
much about the conflict, the condition, and the theme not just about parents 
and children but brothers and sisters, cousins and caretakers. Khaled Hosseini 
explores the many ways in which families nurture, wound, betray, honor, and 
sacrifice for one another. Following its characters and the ramifications of 
their lives and choices and loves around the world, this novel was really 
beautiful. By these three novels, Hosseini becomes very famous as an 
Afghan-American novelist because he presents a really good and beautiful 
story with so many great conflicts, especially the conflict that happened in 
Afghanistan. 
His three novels become really famous because he presents a really good 
and beautiful story in his three novels which contain of love, family, 
friendship, life struggle, and war as the main themes. His novels become 
more interesting because of the conflicts that are presented in the novels. His 
novels show many conflicts of the characters in the story even the conflict of 
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Afghanistan which becomes the setting of place in the three novels. It shows 
the life struggle of the character in the middle of the war in Afghanistan. 
Conflict is an important part of the story, story will be more interesting 
with conflicts that occur in that story, conflict can influence the story very 
much and it creates high tension in the story and makes the readers more 
interested in reading the novel. According to Folarin (2015: 2) conflict is 
already happened since the time being. It is the most interesting thing in the 
human society. Men must fight even if they do not have the strength to do 
that. It means that as long as men have emotions that have the potential to 
love or hate, to be happy or sad, to be pleased or angry they will continue to 
fight. So long as man has other men around him, there will be issues of 
disagreement, because interest differs and interests do clash, which may lead 
to disagreement or confrontation. Conflict arises for different reasons and 
there are different types of conflict in human society. 
In this research, the researcher analyzes the formula that Khaled Hosseini 
used in presenting conflicts in the novels entitled The Kite Runner, A 
Thousand Splendid Suns, and And The Mountain Echoed. The researcher 
focuses the analysis of formula from the perspective of structural elements 
that build the novels especially from the types of conflicts that appear in the 
novels. From the analysis of conflict in the novel, the researcher will find the 
formula he uses to present his three novels based on the dominant conflict 
that appears in the novels. 
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The approach uses to analyze these novels is structuralism approach. 
According to Abrams (1999: 68) structuralisms view a literary work as a 
totality which is built coherently by its builder elements. On another side, the 
structure of a literary work can be regarded as an arrangement, firmness, and 
depiction of all elements and materials which shaping a unity. This means 
that each element cannot stand alone without the other elements. An element 
needs the other elements to produce a whole story. 
Therefore, to analyze conflict as an intrinsic element of the novels, the 
researcher cannot ignore the other intrinsic elements such as theme, plot, 
characterization, setting, and the other elements which build the novel. 
Without the other elements, the researcher cannot understand the conflict 
itself and in what types those conflicts include in. Thus, the researcher needs 
to know the whole story and analyze all the intrinsic elements related to those 
conflicts such as theme, plot, setting, characterization, and point of view to 
understand why the conflict happens and its conflict is between whom.  
Based on the analysis of structuralism, each element cannot stand alone 
without the other elements. Thus, this analysis cannot only analyze the 
conflict itself but also the other elements to support it. 
Several studies have discussed the same topic related to this research. 
First is Dian Ratna Pertiwi (2016). In her masterpiece thesis entitled ethnicity 
in Khaled Hosseini‘s novels entitled The Kite Runner, A Thousand Splendid 
Suns, and And The Mountain Echoed, she analyzes the three novels by 
Khaled Hosseini with focuses the analysis on the ethnicity in the novel. From 
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her thesis, the researcher can get knowledge about ethnicity in Afghanistan 
and the reason why they are different and have problems with each other. The 
similarity between this previous study and this present research is on the 
object of analysis which analyzes three same novels of Khaled Hosseini but 
has different in the perspective and using approach. 
The second previous study is Aisyah, Y. S. (2018). This previous study 
discusses the Formula in The Notebook novel by Nicholas Sparks. In her 
thesis, she analyzes the formula in popular literature. She focuses her study 
on the romance formula found in The Notebook novel. She said that a popular 
literature with romance genre has the formula in the intrinsic elements such as 
plot, characterization, and ending. She uses the same theory of formula by 
Cawelti but different in the object of analysis. 
In this research, the researcher analyzes Khaled Hosseini's novels 
because of some reasons. First, the novels have a great story which not only 
tells about the relationship between friends but also the relationship between 
fathers and sons, humans and their God, men and their countries. Second, the 
novels presents so many conflicts that make these novels become very 
famous and interested with the conflict about characters itself, a family 
conflict, and many conflict about Afghanistan, the condition of Afghanistan, 
the conflicts about ethnic in Afghanistan, the war, and it was described 
clearly and the readers will think that it was the real things that happened in 
Afghanistan at that time which influence much the life of the characters in the 
story. Third, Khaled Hosseini has a formula pattern in presenting his three 
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novels based on the conflicts that are presented in the novels which makes his 
novels are very famous and interesting. 
Based on the explanation above, the researcher analyses Khaled 
Hosseini's novels entitled The Kite Runner, A Thousand Splendid Suns, and 
And The Mountains Echoed uses structuralism approach and focuses this 
research in the formula that Khaled Hosseini uses in presenting conflicts in 
the novels. 
B. Problem Statements 
The problem statement of this research are : 
1. What types of conflict are presented in Khaled Hosseini‘s novels? 
2. What formula of presenting conflict is detectable from Khaled Hossein‘s 
novels? 
C. Limitation of the Study 
The researcher focuses this research in analyzing the types of conflicts 
that appear in the three novels of Khaled Hosseini entitled The Kite Runner, A 
Thousand Splendid Suns, and And The Mountain Echoed. The conflicts that 
will be analyzed is only the conflicts that include in the 9 types of conflicts 
based on the theory by Folarin (2015), and those types of conflict are: man 
against self, man against man, man against society, man against nature, 
family conflict, inter-group conflict, intra-state conflict, inter-state conflict, 
and global conflict. The other types of conflict out of those nine types of 
conflict that maybe appear in the novels will not be analyzed. This research 
also focuses to analyze the formula of Khaled Hosseini in presenting his three 
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novels based on the dominant conflicts that appear in the three novels. The 
researcher will also analyze some of the intrinsic elements based on the 
theory used to support this research such as theme, plot, characters, setting, 
and point of view. 
D. The Objectives of the Study 
The objective of the research can be stated as follows: 
1. To identify the types of conflict those are presented in Khaled Hosseini‘s 
novels. 
2. To reveal the formula of presenting conflict is detectable from Khaled 
Hossein‘s novels. 
E. The Benefits of the Study 
The study is expected to give the following benefits: 
1. Theoretically 
This research is expected to give contribution and information to the 
researcher and the readers especially for the English Letters student about 
analysis conflict in Khaled Hosseini's novels, the types of conflict, and 
the analysis of formula in literary study. 
2. Practically 
The result of this research will improve the researcher's knowledge about 
the analysis conflict in Khaled Hosseini's novels, the types of conflict, 
and the analysis of formula in literary study. 
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F. The Definition of Key Terms 
1. Formula: A formula is a conventional system for structuring cultural 
products. It can be defined as a structural pattern which embodies a 
universal life pattern or myth in the materials of language. It means that 
formula is used to show the way the author treats something in a 
conventional way (Cawelti, 2001:205) 
2. Conflict: Conflict is already happened since the time being. It is the most 
interesting thing of the human society. Men must fight even if they do not 
have strength to do that. It means that as long as men have emotions that 
have the potential to love or hate, to be happy or sad, to be pleased or 
angry they will continue to fight. So long as man has other men around 
him, there will be issues of disagreement, because interest differs and 
interests do clash, which may lead to disagreement or confrontation. 
Conflict arises for different reasons and there are different types of conflict 
in human society (Folarin, 2015: 2) 
3. Structuralism: Structuralism is a theory of approaching literary texts that 
emphasize the overall relationship between the various elements of the text. 
Structuralisms view a literary work as a totality which is built coherently 
by its builder elements. In another side, the structure of a literary work can 
be regarded as an arrangement, firmness, and depiction of all elements and 
materials which shaping a unity. Each element cannot stand alone without 
the other elements. An element needs the other elements to produce a 
whole story.  (Abrams 1999: 68) 
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4. Ethnicity: Ethnicity is a social-psychological process which gives an 
individual a sense of belonging and identity. It is, of course, one of a 
number of social phenomena which produce a sense of identity. Ethnic 
identity can be defined as a manner in which persons, on account of their 
ethnic origin, locate themselves psychologically in relation to one or more 
social systems, and in which they perceive others as locating them in 
relation to those systems. (Isajiw, W. W. (1993: 8). 
5. Pashtun and Hazaras : Pashtuns and Hazaras differ in terms of religious 
beliefs, cultural, practices, social status, and physical appearances. Pashtun 
as the majority race and ethnic in Afghanistan is Sunni moslem while 
Hazara is Shi‘a. Other reason why the Hazaras have been discriminated by 
Pashtun is their appearance that look like Chinese people. The Hazara are 
also seen as the weakest and poorest race in Afghanistan, so that they are 
easily subjected to be killed, insulted, and tortured by Pashtuns (Fadlilah 
Satya Handayani, 2016).  
―The book said part of the reason Pashtuns had oppressed the Hazaras 
was that Pashtuns were Sunni Muslims, while Hazaras were Shi'a.” (The 
Kite Runner: 8) 
6. Soviet invasion : On December 27, 1979, the USSR invaded Afghanistan 
to save an endangered communist regime. The people‘s Democratic Party 
of Afghanistan, founded in 1965 but almost immediately riven into hostile 
wings, had been induced by Moscow into unfying in 1977 in order to seize 
power the following year (Anthony Arnold, 1985). 
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7. Taliban : The Taliban is a predominantly Pashtun, Islamic fundamentalist 
group that ruled Afghanistan from 1996 until 2001, when a US-led 
invasion toppled the regime for providing refuge to al-Qaeda and Osama 
bin Laden. The Taliban regrouped across the border in Pakistan, where its 
central leadership, headed by Mullah Mohammed Omar, leads an 
insurgency against the Western-backed government in Kabul (Zachary 
Laub, 2014:7). 
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CHAPTER II 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
A. Theoretical Framework 
1.  Structuralism 
In analyzing the novels, the researcher applies structuralism 
approach. Structuralism is an approach that implies a methodology of 
understanding elements of human culture by way the relationship of the 
structure. As states by Hawkes (1977: 11) that structuralism is a way of 
understanding the world which is concerned with the perceptions and 
description of structures. Structuralism believes that the nature of every 
element has significance in any given situation, and in fact is determined 
by all the other elements involved in that situation. Thus, when applies 
structuralism theory, all the elements must be analyzed to know the 
overall relationship between the various elements of the text. If the text 
elements appear independently, it will make the story not complete and 
lost its meaning. 
In order to understand about structuralism, Abrams (1999: 68) also 
states that structuralisms view a literary work as a totality which is built 
coherently by its builder elements. On another side, the structure of a 
literary work can be regarded as an arrangement, firmness, and depiction 
of all elements and materials which shaping a unity. This means that each 
element cannot stand alone without the other elements. An element needs 
the other elements to produce a whole story. 
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Therefore, to analyze conflict as an intrinsic element of the novels, 
the researcher cannot ignore the other intrinsic elements such as theme, 
plot, characterization, setting, and the other elements which build the 
novel. Without the other elements, the researcher cannot understand the 
conflict itself and in what types those conflicts include in. Thus, the 
researcher needs to know the whole story and analyze all the intrinsic 
elements related to those conflicts such as theme, plot, setting, 
characterization, and point of view to understand why the conflict 
happens and its conflict is between whom.  
Based on the analysis of structuralism, each element cannot stand 
alone without the other elements. All the elements must be analyzed to 
show how they relate to the whole structure. Thus, this analysis cannot 
only analyze the conflict itself but also the other elements to support it. 
2. Literary Formula 
Formula considered as a way an author presents their works in a 
conventional way. They have a structural pattern in presenting their 
works. The formula can be used to describe the elements of those literary 
works in structural ways. With those formulas they have, they will show 
their characteristics and their identity as their pattern through their works. 
Formula as defined by Cawelti (2001: 205) is a conventional system for 
structuring cultural products. It can be defined as a structural pattern that 
embodies a universal life pattern or myth in the materials of language. It 
means that formula is used to show the way the author treats something 
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in a conventional way. A structural pattern here means that the author 
will use a repeating pattern in the elements of their works. 
Cawelti states that literary formula is a structure of narrative or 
dramatic convention employed in a great number of individual works. 
Literary formula has two simple usages in literary work, first, formula 
simply denote a conventional way of treating some specific thing or 
person. Second, it refers to larger plot types. The important thing to note 
about these usage is that it is basically refered to patterns convention in 
specific culture and period (2014:5-8). It can be called that formula is 
also a deeply cultural construct which is considered as known fact or a 
given truth. The convention here means that the elements which build 
those works are very well known. According to Cawelti in Knezevic 
(2008: 4) conventions are elements that both the author and his audience, 
and all of us to be exact, know beforehand. Conventions are things like 
stereotypes, very well known plots, characters that are based on some 
cultural heritage and so forth. 
Cawelti also states that formula is a combination or synthesis of a 
number of specific cultures conventions with a more universal story, 
forms or archetypes. It is also similar in many ways to the traditional 
literary conception of a genre. ―The concept of a formula as I have 
defined it is a means of generalizing the characteristic of large group of 
individual work from certain combination of cultural materials and 
archetypal story patterns.‖ (Cawelti, 2014:7). Those mean that formula is 
culturally bound and created on set of conventions. These conventions 
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allow a literary work to have repeatable quality to it which leads to a 
possibility of known expectation. The researcher also finds it in the three 
novels of Khaled Hosseini where in his novels, he presents the same 
theme, the same setting of place, and other similarities for the other 
elements of the novels and also the similarities story which makes his 
novels has known expectation from the reader. 
Formula theory is a primer in making historical and cultural 
inferences about the collective fantasies that was shared by large group of 
people in order to identifying differences in these fantasies from one 
culture or period to another. Formulas are important because they 
represent syntheses of several important cultural functions which in 
modern cultures have been taken over by the popular arts. The game 
dimension formula is a culture's way of simultaneously entertaining itself 
and of creating an acceptable pattern of temporary escape from the 
serious restrictions and limitations of human life. As states by Cawelti in 
Knezevic (2008: 4) formulas in general, represent a synthesis of several 
common cultural functions which in the past were under the jurisdiction 
of other cultural institutions, such as myths or rituals. In a modern society, 
which is ever so multi-cultural, this has proved to be possible only inside 
one ethnical group, never on a scale of the entire society. Therefore, 
Cawelti proposes that popular culture, with its formulas, provides this 
common ground for integration into global society. This theory of 
formula match to analyze Khaled Hosseini‘s novel from the perspective 
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of formula because he also presents the conflict in the society which 
related to ethnical group that consider as a given truth in his novels. 
Formula are cultural products which have some sorts of influence 
on cultural because they become conventional ways of representing and 
relating certain images, theme, and the other elements. Cawelti states that 
formula is a combination or synthesis of a number of specific cultural 
conventions with a more universal story form or archetype. The concept 
of the formula is to shows a conventional way of treating specific things. 
The specific things are referred to pattern the specific conventions of a 
culture in each period (1977: 6). As what he states, it means that the 
concept of formula is to show a conventional way of treating specific 
things. Those specific things can be the real event that happens in the 
time those works are made. The principles of those formulas are the 
selection of certain plots, characters, and settings, which possess in 
addition to their basic narrative structure. The formula is a pattern when 
the reader is successful to define the formula they have classified one of 
popularity works. When it becomes a successful formula, a story pattern 
clearly has special interests and meanings for many people in its culture. 
With that formula theory, the researcher will analyze the pattern 
Hosseini uses in presenting his three novels based on the types of conflict 
that appear in the novel and the other formula found in other intrinsic 
elements. 
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3. Intrinsic Elements 
a. Definition 
Intrinsic element is elements that build the literature itself. These 
element that caused the present literature as literary work that is 
factual be found if people read a literary work. Intrinsic element of the 
novel is the element that directly participates in building a story. As 
states by Abrams (1999:136) intrinsic value is one of theory use for 
analyzing the literary work based on the intrinsic value of literary 
work or the elements of literary work. Thus, in analyzing intrinsic 
elements of a literary work, the researcher will only analyze the 
elements that build the novel itself. According to Kimtafsirah (2010) 
the elements of novel those are: theme, characters and characterization, 
setting (setting of place and setting of time), plot, point of view, and 
style. 
b. Types of Intrinsic Elements 
1. Theme 
According to Abrams (1999: 169) theme is conspicuous 
element, such as a type of incident, device, reference, or formula, 
which occurs frequently in works of literature. Thus means that 
theme can be the focus that the author put in the novel. As in 
Hosseini‘s novel, he focuses his novel about the story of friendship, 
family conflict, and war in the society. Thus focus becomes the main 
theme in the novel. 
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2. Plot 
Plot tells the important events that occur in a story. Plot is 
one of the elements of fiction and organized the sequence of events 
and actions that make up the story. According to Abrams (1999:224) 
plot is constituted by its event and actions, as these are rendered and 
ordered toward achieving particular artistic and emotional effects. A 
novelist uses plot to arrange the sequence of events. In most stories, 
these events arise out of conflict experienced by the main character. 
3. Character 
Character is a one of the important elements of a story. 
Character is a person that plays a role in a story who has a 
characterization to show their part. In Khaled Hosseini‘s novels, 
characters are the important element because those characters is the 
one who create and experience the conflict in the story. Then, their 
characteristic is the way they act with conflicts that happen to them. 
4. Setting 
According to Abrams (1999:284) the narrative or dramatic 
work is the general location, historical time, and social 
circumstances in which its action occurs; the setting of an episode or 
scene within a work is the particular location where the story takes 
place. Setting can be the setting of place, time, or the atmosphere in 
the sequence of the events. 
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5. Point of view 
Abrams (1999:231) states that point of view is the way or 
perception, which is used by the author as a device to appear 
character, action, setting, and many kinds of event that form the 
story in a fiction to the readers. Truthfully, point of view is the 
strategy or technique that is chosen by the author intentionally to tell 
his idea and the story. Point of view is signifying the way a story 
gets that is established by an author that presented by characters, 
dialogue, actions, setting, and events that constitute the narrative in a 
work of fiction. 
4. Conflicts 
a. Definition 
Conflict is an important part of story, story will be more 
interesting with conflicts that occur in that story. In this research the 
researcher will focus to analyze the conflicts that appear in Khaled 
Hosseini‘s novels entitled The Kite Runner, A Thousand Splendid 
Suns, and And The Mountain Echoed. Folarin (2015: 2) states that 
conflict is already happened since the time being. It is the most 
interesting thing of the human society. Men must fight even if they do 
not have strength to do that. It means that as long as men have 
emotions that have the potential to love or hate, to be happy or sad, to 
be pleased or angry they will continue to fight. So long as man has 
other men around him, there will be issues of disagreement, because 
interest differs and interests do clash, which may lead to disagreement 
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or confrontation. Conflict arises for different reasons and there are 
different types of conflict in human society. 
Nicholson in Folarin (2015: 2) also mention that conflict is an 
existing state of disagreement or hostility between two or more people. 
According to Barash and Webel in Folarin (2015: 3) Conflict can refer 
to different perceptions of an issue or situation, which actually should 
not end up with fight. The different perception here means a different 
interpretation of a motive, or a different world-view. These include 
religion, customs, or values. When men have differences and they 
cannot manage it well, it may lead to extreme connotation of conflict. 
Folarin (2015: 3) states ―In general literature, conflict is 
interchangeably used with other terms. This is where it becomes 
pertinent to mention words or terms that represent synonyms of 
conflict. These include contrast, disharmony, discord, struggle, contest, 
strife, antagonism, controversy, clash, rivalry, contest, contention, 
brawl, fisticuff, fight, battle, feud, combat and war. In politics, it is not 
too dissimilar, however, conflict technically means an existing state of 
disconnect between two or more parties on a prevailing issue.‖ It 
means conflict happened between two or more participants and it can 
be in many ways, not only in the form of fight or war. Folarin says 
that conflict does not always denote war. While all wars are a state of 
conflict, all conflict situations may not be a war situation. According 
to him there are nine types of conflict.  
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b. Types of Conflict 
1. Intra-personal conflict /Man against self (M vs. Se) 
Intra-personal conflict refers to a state of implosion in an 
individual shaped by the state of mind. It can be the situation of 
anger, depression, confusion, frustration, which could lead to 
aggression, erratic behavior, addiction and in extreme cases, suicide 
(Ross in Folarin, 2015: 4). According to Lamb in Folarin (2015: 4) 
this is the kind of conflict that has been described as ―man against 
self‖, in which man continues to contend or battle with his mind and 
habits. 
2. Inter-personal conflict /Man against man (M vs. M) 
Inter-personal conflict is what has been described as man 
against man. This conflict may happen between two or more people. 
This type of conflict may be direct opposition, as in exchange of 
blows, a gunfight or a robbery (Nikolajeva in Folarin, 2015: 4). 
Conflict in this sense is a fight between people. However, conflict 
does not always translate to physical exchange of blows. 
3. Man against society (M vs. So) 
This is an interesting type of conflict. Morell in Folarin 
(2015: 5) posits that man against society is type of conflict arises 
when man stands against a man-made institution or practices. These 
may include slavery, human trafficking, child prostitution, human 
rights abuses, bullying, corruption, bad governance, et cetera.  
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4. Man against nature (M vs. N) 
Man against nature is the type of conflict that describe a 
fight or struggle between man and his environment (Lamb in 
Folarin, 2015: 5). Conflict of man against nature can be a forces of 
nature such as global warming, rainstorm, killer insects, et cetera 
that can create a situation in which man battles with nature to 
overcome and master it. 
5. Family conflict (FC) 
This type of conflict occurs in a family unit. This conflict 
can arise from crisis occasioned by familial roles, expectations and 
role conflict.  
6. Inter-Group conflict (IGC) 
This refers to the kind of disagreement or feud that takes 
places between two or more sectarian or religious groups, ethnic 
groups, communities, or interest groups. 
7. Intra-State conflict (IaSC) 
This type of conflict is confined within the borders of a 
sovereign state. Such economic factors as land, uneven 
development, resource control and revenue-sharing formula could 
cause a conflict within a state. Social factors as value differences or 
socio-ethnic factors such as real or perceived ethnic balancing or 
ethnic cleansing can also be a factor of intra state conflict. 
8. Inter-State conflict (IeSC) 
24 
 
   
 
This type of conflict is also known as international conflict. 
This is a conflict between two or more states. In some cases, this 
type of conflict degenerates to a state of war. 
9. Global conflict (GC) 
This kind of international conflict however transcends the 
type which involves two or more sovereign states. It is however 
instructive to note that a conflict between two or more states could 
become a full-blown global conflict. 
Those nine types of conflict by Folarin will be the main 
theory to analyze conflicts in the three novels of Khaled Hosseini 
which become the object of this research. 
B.    Previous related studies 
In analyzing these novels, the researcher finds several previous 
studies related with this analysis. The first previous study belongs to 
Kumar, S. with the title "Afghanistan’s Social History in Context: A 
Study in the Fiction of Khaled Hosseini and Siba Shakib” In his thesis, 
he analyze two same novel with this present research entitled The Kite 
Runner and A thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini. His research 
focus in the conflicts of the novels which related to conflict that occurred 
in Afghanistan in the twenties century. This previous study has the same 
object and the same focus in analyzing conflict in the novel, but different 
in using approach. This present research will only focus to the conflict 
happens in the novel without regarding the real condition of Afghanistan. 
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The second previous study belongs to Dian Ratna Pertiwi (2016). 
In her masterpiece thesis entitled ethnicity in Khaled Hosseini‘s novels 
entitled The Kite Runner, A Thousand Splendid Suns, and And The 
Mountain Echoed, she analyze the three novels by Khaled Hosseini with 
focuses the analysis on the ethnicity in the novel and the problem that 
occur in Afghan society. From her thesis, the researcher can get 
knowledge about ethnicity in Afghanistan and the reason why they are 
different and have problem to each other. The similarity between this 
previous study and this present research is on the object of analysis 
which analyze three same novels of Khaled Hosseini but has different in 
the perspective and using approach. 
The third previous study is Aisyah, Y. S. (2018). This previous 
studies discuss about Formula in The Notebook novel by Nicholas Sparks. 
In her thesis, she analyzes the formula in popular literature. She focuses 
her study in the romance formula found in The Notebook novel. She said 
that a popular literature with romance genre has the formula in the 
intrinsic elements such as plot, characterization, and ending. She uses the 
same theory of formula by Cawelti but different in the object of analysis. 
The last previous study belongs to Wicaksono, S. H. (2015) 
entitled The Formula of The Classical Detective Story in Five Conan 
Doyle’s Sherlock Holmess Story. His thesis is conducted to seek the 
formula of the classic detective story by Sir Arthut Conan Doyle. This 
previous study has the same focus on analyzing novel but different in the 
object of analysis. 
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
A. Research Design 
This research focuses to analyze about types of conflict that are 
presented in the three novels of Khaled Hosseini entitled The Kite Runner, A 
Thousand Splendid Suns, and And The Mountain Echoed and the formula 
Khaled Hosseini uses to presents his three novels. 
In this research, the researcher applies qualitative research. According 
to Moleong (2001: 2) qualitative research is a research that does not include 
any calculation or numeration because the datum is produced in the form of 
word. In this research, the data sources are library data, and the data are taken 
from the three novels of Khaled Hosseini entitled The Kite Runner, A 
Thousand Splendid Suns, and And The Mountain Echoed which does not 
contain any calculation and numeration and its purpose is to analyze the types 
of conflict in the three novels by Khaled Hosseini and the formula he uses to 
present conflicts in his three novels using structuralism approach. 
Saldana in Sugiyono (2017: 424) proposes that qualitative research is a 
method for the study of natural social life. It related to the social condition of 
society. In this research, the researcher focuses to analyze conflicts in the 
novels in which the novels show many conflicts about the characters in the 
novels and the conflicts about Afghan society. 
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B. Data and Source of Data 
1. Data 
Santosa (2017: 52) states that data is the object of the research, the 
reality that being the focus of the research, including place, participant, and 
an event around the focus. Patton (in Santosa 2017: 52) states that in 
qualitative research, the data usually in the form of focus description with 
the place/site, event, behavior and the interaction between the object of the 
research with all the context around it. Miles and Huberman (1994: 35) 
states that the data can be taken from taking notes, recording events 
(conversation, meetings), and picking up things (documents, products, 
artifacts). 
In this research, the data are conflicts in the form of sentences which is 
taken directly from Khaled Hosseini‘s novels entitled The Kite Runner 
published in 2003 by Riverhead Books and consists of 402 pages, A 
Thousand Splendid Suns published in 2007 and consists of 448 pages , and 
And The Mountain Echoed which published in 2013 and consists of 446 
pages. 
2. Source of Data 
In the research, data is taken from the source which has been an object 
of the study. Santosa (2017: 52) states  that source of data is defined where 
the data was obtained. The source of data can be a place, informant, event, 
document, site, etc. Sources of data qualitative research are words and 
actions, the additional data can be documents or other sources. The source 
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of data of this research is the three novels of Khaled Hosseini entitled The 
Kite Runner, A Thousand Splendid Suns, and And The Mountain Echoed. 
C. Technique of Collecting Data 
Miles and Huberman (1992: 9) state that the technique of 
collecting data can be done by observation, interviewing, or 
documentation. In this research, the researcher uses the technique of 
documentation. Documentation is the process of collecting data that can be 
obtained from document (transcript, letter, thesis, novel or movie) and 
previous data (Riyanto, 1996) while the data in this research are taken 
from document in the form of novel. Cresswell (1994 : 84) describes the 
procedure used in the data collection, they are: 
1. Data Identification 
In this step, the researcher identifies the conflicts in the novel by 
reading the novels repeatedly.  
2. Data Listing  
In this step, the researcher takes the note of the conflicts in the 
novels which include in the 9 types of conflict and some intrinsic 
elements of novel to support the research based on the theory used in the 
previous chapter, and the data is in the form of sentences. 
3. Data Classification/Categorizing  
In this step, the researcher classifying the data into some groups 
based on the theoretical category. The researcher collects and selects the 
data which deal with the research object, as it follows in the problem 
statements: What types of conflict are presented in Khaled Hosseini‘s 
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novels and what formula of presenting conflict is detectable from Khaled 
Hossein‘s novels. 
In collecting the data, the researcher tries to take the appropriate data 
which relate to the types of conflict. In this case, the researcher needs to 
read some references to understand the theory types of conflict, and the 
theory formula in presenting novels. The data in this research should be 
relatable with the theory that was mentioned in the previous chapter and 
the researcher needs to classify the data based on the research problem. 
The researcher will make a numbering and data coding for each data 
includes of data number, the title of the novels, the chapter, and the pages. 
The researcher provides it as follow: 
Table 3.1 table of example 
 
1. The numeral 01, 02, 03……….. are used to show the data 
number. 
2. The use of abbreviation in capital character is to show the title 
of the novel. 
a. TKR : The Kite Runner 
b. ATTS : A Thousand Splendid Suns 
Coding Data 
(02/ATSS/3/
P.23-24) 
"What's the sense schooling a girl like you? It's like shinning a 
spittoon. And you'll learn nothing of value in those schools. 
There is only one, only one skill a woman like you and me 
needs in life, and they don't teach it in school. Look at me." 
30 
 
   
 
c. ATME : And The Mountains Echoed. 
3. The numeral 1,2,3…. are used to show the chapter in the novels 
4. The uses of P.1, P.2, P.3 are used to show the page of the novels. 
D. Technique of Analyzing Data 
Data analysis is a part of the research to analyze the data. Creswell 
(2003) states that the data analysis is the observational data that being 
analysis in various way to search for pattern and themes. In this research, 
the researcher will analyze the whole data of this analysis to find the 
formula pattern Hosseini uses in presenting his three novels based on the 
theme and the dominant conflict appear in the novels. 
Spradley in Santosa (1980) states that there are four steps of data 
analysis in qualitative research; Domain, Taxonomy, Component, and 
Cultural theme. 
1. Domain Analysis 
Domain Analysis acquired to find a general and comprehensive 
social issues and social problems of the situation of the research object. 
The researcher collects the data from the three novels of Khaled 
Hosseini to find the conflicts that occur in the novels include in the 
nine types of conflict based on the theoretical used and the intrinsic 
elements in the three novels which have the similarities to find 
Hosseini‘s formula pattern. 
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2. Taxonomy Analysis 
Taxonomy analysis is the continuation of Domain Analysis. The 
researcher only analysis the types of conflict which includes in the 
nine types of conflict based on the theory used. 
3. Component Analysis 
Component Analysis used to organize the differences in Domain 
Analysis or gaps contrast in the Domain Analysis. These data are 
searched through observation, data reduction or selected 
documentation. In this case, the researcher makes table to make the 
analysis more easily to understand. The table is made by the 
researcher to know how many types of conflict found in each novel 
and the most dominant conflict found in the three novels. 
Table 3.2 Componential Table 
 
No Novel Conflict Number 
 
 
 M 
Vs. 
Se 
M 
Vs. 
M 
M 
Vs. 
So 
M 
Vs
. N 
F
C 
I     
G  
C 
Ia  
S   
C 
Ie  
S   
C 
G
C 
 
1. THE KITE 
RUNNER 
6 11 18 0 0 5 0 0 0 40 
2. A THOUSAND 
SPLENDID 
SUNS 
9 22 30 1 0 1 0 0 0 63 
3. AND THE 
MOUNTAINS 
ECHOED 
7 6 4 1 0 1 5 0 0 24 
TOTAL 22 39 52 2 0 7 5 0 0 127 
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The table above is made to explain about how many conflicts and 
the types of its conflicts that are presented in the three novels of Khaled 
Hosseini. From the table, the researcher knows the number of the types of 
conflict in each novel and the dominant types of conflicts that occurred in 
the novel to know the formula used to presents the novels. 
4. Cultural theme analysis 
Cultural theme analysis is aim to find the line that integrate cross 
an existing domain. In this cultural theme analysis, the researcher will find 
the common types of conflict occur in the three novels of Khaled Hosseini. 
The researcher will describes and interprets the data in order to have the 
conclusion of the types of conflict appear in the three novel of Khaled 
Hosseini and the most dominant conflict happens to find the formula 
pattern Hosseini uses to present his three novels.  
E. The Trustworthiness of the Data 
The trustworthiness of the data needs to measure the researcher‘s 
purpose to present what should be presented in the research. Trustworthiness 
means that the data should be relevant to the subject matter the researcher has. 
In qualitative research, the validity of data is needed to designate the quality 
of the research finding. 
The researcher employs source of triangulation to check the 
trustworthiness of data. Triangulation is a general way that is used to develop 
the validity in qualitative research. According to Moleong (2014: 331) the 
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techniques of triangulation uses another researcher for checking the validity 
of the data. 
The researcher asks the expert to check the validity of the data. The 
expert who has chosen by the researcher is Mrs. Yustin Sartika, M.A. She is 
the lecturer of English Letters IAIN Surakarta. The researcher chooses her to 
validity the data because of some criteria: 
1. She is an expert in literature especially in analyzing novels. 
2. She knows well about structuralism approach and conflict analysis. 
3. She has read the three novels of Khaled Hosseini which become the 
objects of this research. 
The researcher asks her to check the data whether it is included in types 
of conflict that are mentioned or not. The researcher gives her the table data 
of validation so that she can select the valid data or invalid data. When the 
validator finds the invalid data, the researcher will do the revise or discard the 
invalid data. It means all the data is valid. 
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CHAPTER IV 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 
This chapter focuses on the analysis of the data findings and 
discussions based on the theoretical framework as stated in the Chapter II. The 
researcher will show the findings of the types of conflicts and the formula of 
presenting novels that are detectable in the three novels by Khaled Hosseini 
entitled The Kite Runner, A Thousand Splendid Suns, and And The Mountains 
Echoed. 
A. RESEARCH FINDINGS 
In the research findings, the researcher describes and identifies the 
types of conflicts and the formula of presenting novels which are 
detectable in the three novels by Khaled Hosseini. The data are divided 
into 9 types according to the types of conflicts theory that is stated by the 
researcher in the Chapter II. 
After the process of data reduction, the whole data of types of 
conflicts that are presented in the three novels of Khaled Hosseini are 127 
data. The results of this research are explained as it follows: 
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Table 4.1 Componential Table 
 
 
The researcher has found 127 data that contain the types of 
conflicts which are presented in the three novels of Khaled Hosseini. The 
researcher concludes that from the nine types of conflict by Folarin, there 
are six types of conflicts that found in the three novels of Khaled Hosseini, 
and they are conflict between man vs. self with 22 data, man vs. man with 
39 data, man vs. society with 52 data, man vs. nature with 2 data, inter-
group conflict with 7 data, and intra state conflict with 5 data. 
1. The types of conflict 
a. Intra-personal Conflict / Man against Self 
Man vs. self is kind of internal conflict. Internal conflict is the 
conflict which exists inside the character. The character here struggles 
with morality, fate, desire and belief. This form of conflict is central to the 
character, or characters and must be resolved by the character itself. Every 
No Novel Conflict Number 
 
 
 M 
Vs. 
Se 
M 
Vs. 
M 
M 
Vs. 
So 
M 
Vs
. N 
F
C 
I     
G  
C 
Ia  
S   
C 
Ie  
S   
C 
G
C 
 
1. THE KITE 
RUNNER 
6 11 18 0 0 5 0 0 0 40 
2. A THOUSAND 
SPLENDID SUNS 
9 22 30 1 0 1 0 0 0 63 
3. AND THE 
MOUNTAINS 
ECHOED 
7 6 4 1 0 1 5 0 0 24 
TOTAL 22 39 52 2 0 7 5 0 0 127 
36 
 
   
 
good character suffers from the weight of internal conflict, it lends them an 
air of complex believability. Internal conflict is also known as man versus 
self. Internal conflict is necessary for good characters, but it‘s the least 
complicated form of conflict. According to Ross in Folarin Conflict man 
against self refers to a state of implosion in an individual shaped by the 
state of mind. It can be the situation of anger, depression, confusion, 
frustration, which could lead to aggression, erratic behavior, addiction and 
in extreme cases, suicide (2015: 4). 
Conflict between Man vs. self happens when a character struggle 
against his own mind. Here, the character has a battle with the thought 
inside of his own mind and this may causes a character has two opposite 
thought, and he has to choose between good or bad. There are 22 data 
types of conflict between man vs. self found in the three novels of Khaled 
Hosseini. Six of them found in The Kite Runner novel with data coding: 
(06/TKR/4/P.27), (08/TKR/7/P.79), (010/TKR/7/P.84), (011/TKR/7/P.85), 
(014/TKR/12/P.178), and (017/TKR/23/P.327). 
In A Thousand Splendid Suns there are 9 conflict of man vs. self 
with data coding: (09/ATSS/9/P.66), (011/ATSS/13/P.98), 
(013/ATSS/14/P.102), (018/ATSS/26/P.198-199), (031/ATSS/27/P.212), 
(035/ATSS/30/P.230), (038/ATSS/34/P.260), (057/ATSS/45/P.374), and 
(060/ATSS/50/P.416). 
Then in And The Mountains Echoed novel, the conflicts of man vs. 
self are found with 7 total data, and the coding are: (01/ATME/2/P.18), 
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(02/ATME/2/P.20), (03/ATME/2/P.23), (04/ATME/2/P.30), 
(05/ATME/2/P.52), (06/ATME/3/P.63), (019/ATME/9/P.442). 
The example of types of conflict between man vs. self that are 
found in the three novels can be seen in the data below: 
1. 010/TKR/7/P.84 
Table 4.2 
 
The data number 10 from The Kite Runner novel in 7
th
 chapter on 
page 84 shows the conflicts of man vs. self. The conflict between man vs. 
self is the conflicts that happen inside the character itself, it is a type of 
internal conflict where the conflict is a struggle that takes in the 
character‘s mind. The data above shows that the character I is the one who 
has the conflict within himself. This novel uses the first point of view 
where the story told from the perspective of Amir as the main character in 
the story. Amir and Hassan were two young boys who lived in Kabul, 
Afghanistan. Both of them were best friends but from the different class of 
society and different ethnic group. Hassan was Amir‘s servant‘s child, but 
they became best friends. Hassan always did anything for Amir, and he 
Coding Data Conflict 
(010/TKR/ 
7/P.84) 
 
I had one last chance to make a decision. 
One final opportunity to decide who I was 
going to be. I could step into that alley, 
stand up for Hassan—the way he‘d stood up 
for me all those times in the past—and 
accept whatever would happen to me. Or I 
could run. 
In the end, I ran. 
Man vs. self 
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would help Amir in every situation and also Amir, he loved Hassan too, 
but at this time he couldn‘t do anything for Hassan. 
In this case, Amir was the one who created the conflict by himself 
because he had a very hard choice in his own mind. Amir in the position 
where he saw his friend Hassan was raped by Assef, he thought about save 
Hassan from Assef as the way Hassan always protected him, but if he 
came to save Hassan, something bad maybe happened to him, Assef 
maybe would do a bad thing for him. Here, Amir had a conflict inside his 
own mind, he had to struggle against two choices from the different side of 
himself. The conflict happened in Amir‘s own mind, then, the problem 
must be solved by himself. In the end, he chose to run away because he 
was afraid of something bad maybe would happen to him if he chose to 
save Hassan and against Assef. 
2. (057/ATSS/45/P.374) 
Table 4.3 
 
Coding Data Conflict 
(057/ATSS/
45/P.374) 
But then his upper lip curled back into a spiteful 
sneer, and Mariam knew then the futility, maybe 
even the irresponsibility, of not finishing this. If 
she let him walk now, how long before he fetched 
the key from his pocket and went for that gun of 
his upstairs in the room where he'd locked 
Zalmai? Had Mariam been certain that he would 
be satisfied with shooting only her, that there was 
a chance he would spare Laila, she might have 
dropped the shovel. 
Man vs. self 
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 The data number 57 from A Thousand Splendid Suns novel in 
chapter 45 page 374 shows the conflict between man vs. self. Conflict 
between man vs. self happens when there is a battle inside of a character‘s 
mind. The data above shows that there is battle inside Mariam‘s mind. 
Mariam is the main character in the novel. She married with Rasyeed in 
the age of fourteen. Rasyeed was a very rude husband, he always tortured 
her after the death of the baby in Mariam‘s pregnant and Rasyeed was 
forty years older than her and he married with another girl named Laila. 
The conflict here happens when Rasyeed got mad with Laila, his 
second wife, because she was lying with him. He was really angry that 
made him tried to kill Laila. Here, Mariam tried to help Laila, and stop 
Rasyeed from hurting her, she hit him with a shovel and made him hurt so 
he stop of hurting Laila. When Rasyeed was hurt, Mariam got a conflict 
inside of her mind, where she had to choose between killed Rasyeed or 
just let him got hurt. But if she let him alive, he would killed her and also 
Laila. At that time, mariam was in a position where she had two different 
options inside of her mind, it‘s between good or bad, kill Rasyeed or not, 
but in the end she chose to kill Rasyeed because if she let hm alive, maybe 
a bad thing would happened to her and Laila. 
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3. (06/ATME/3/P.63) 
Table 4.4 
 
Conflict of man against self was also seen in the third novel of 
Khaled Hosseini And The Mountains Echoed with the coding of data 
number 6 in chapter 3 on page 63. Here, the conflict of man against self is 
seen in character Parwana. Parwana was a young woman who fell in love 
with a man named Saboor. When she saw his sister getting closed and 
smiled each other with the man she loved, she was so envy but when her 
sister asked her about her feeling, she said that she was okay seeing they 
were together. But in this case, the character of Parwana actually against 
her own mind when she was actually being sad for seeing her sister 
became closed with the one she loved but she just tried to hide her feeling 
and said that she didn‘t mind it. Lamb in Folarin (2015: 4) states that 
internal conflict is the kind of conflict that has been described as man 
against self, in which man continues to contend or battle with his mind and 
habits. Here, Parwana has a battle inside of her mind where she actually 
sad but she forces herself to look good and happy in front of her sister. 
Thus, the researcher determines this conflict as man vs. self- conflict.  
Coding Data Conflict 
(06/ATME/
3/P.63) 
Parwana said no, she didn't mind, but inside she was 
crumpling. Over and over she pictured how her 
sister and Saboor had smiled at each other, the look 
they shared between them. Parwana might as well 
have winked out into thin air like a genie from one 
of Saboor's stories, so unaware had they been of her 
presence. It cut her to the bone. That night, on her 
cot, she cried very quietly. 
Man vs. 
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b.  Inter-personal Conflict /Man against man 
Inter-personal conflict is what has been described as man against 
man. This conflict may happen between two or more people. This type of 
conflict may be direct opposition, as in exchange of blows, a gunfight or 
a robbery (Nikolajeva in Folarin, 2015: 4). Conflict in this sense is a fight 
between people. However, conflict does not always translate to physical 
exchange of blows. 
Man against man is kind of external conflict. external conflict can 
be in a form of fight, argument, or simple opposition in which two sides 
are present. Man versus man is the most fundamental type of external 
conflict. This form of external conflict occurs when a character struggles 
against another character. These struggles may be born from moral, 
religious or social differences and may be emotional, verbal or physical 
conflicts. 
There are 39 data types of conflict between man vs. man found in 
the three novels of Khaled Hosseini. 11 of them found in The Kite Runner 
novel with data coding: (03/TKR/2/P.10), (04/TKR/2/P.11), (07/TKR/ 
5/P.42), (09/TKR/7/P.83), (012/TKR/9/P.114), (022/TKR/19/P.256), 
(024/TKR/20/P.277), (028/TKR/22/P.311), (034/TKR/25/P.384), 
(035/TKR/25/P.389), and (036/TKR/25/P.390). 
In A Thousand Splendid Suns there are 22 conflict of man vs. man 
with data coding: (01/ATSS/1/P.8), (02/ATSS/1/P.9-10), 
(03/ATSS/2/P.12), (04/ATSS/2/P.17), (05/ATSS/5/P.33-34), 
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(06/ATSS/6/P.43-45), (08/ATSS/7/P.55-57), (010/ATSS/12/P.87), 
(012/ATSS/14/P.103), (014/ATSS/15/P.107), (016/ATSS/15/P.113-114), 
(017/ATSS/ 16/P.119), (027/ATSS/26/P.202), (036/ATSS/31/P.238), 
(037/ATSS/33/P.254), (042/ATSS/36/P.285), (043/ATSS/36/P.287), 
(046/ATSS/38/P.300), (055/ATSS/44/P.361), (056/ATSS/45/P.370-373), 
(058/ATSS/45/P.374), and (059/ATSS/48/P.403). 
In And The Mountains Echoed novel, the conflict of man vs. man 
found with 6 total data, and the coding are: (07/ATME/4/P.88), 
(08/ATME/4/P.114), (09/ATME/4/P.115), (011/ATME/4/P.163-164), 
(014/ATME/6/P.229), and (018/ATME/9/P.426). 
The example of conflict between man vs. man in each novel can be 
seen in the data below: 
1. (028/TKR/22/P.311) 
Table 4.5 
 
Coding Data Conflict 
(028/TKR/
22/P.311) 
Sohrab screaming. Fingers grasping my hair, 
pulling my head back, the twinkle of stainless steel. 
Here they come. That snapping sound yet again, 
now my nose. Bitting down in pain, noticing how 
my teeth didn‘t align like they used to. Getting 
kicked. Sohrab screaming. 
I don‘t know at what point I started laughing. But I 
did. It hurt to laugh, hurt my jaws, my ribs, my 
throat. But I was laughing and laughing. And the 
harder I laughed, the harder he kicked me, punched 
me, scratched me. 
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The data number 28 in The Kite Runner novel chapter 22 on page 
311 shows the conflict of man against man. Conflict between man vs. man 
can happens in the form of fight or arguments. In this case, the conflict 
happens between Amir and Assef. Amir and Assef was a neighbor in 
Kabul when they were child. Amir was described as a good character and 
Assef as the opposite character. In the past, Assef always had conflict with 
Amir and Hassan. He didn‘t like Hassan because he was a Hazara, the 
poorest and the minor ethnic in Afghanistan while Assef came from a high 
class society and also Amir, but Amir keep being friend with Hassan, 
that‘s why Assef really hate them. 
At the time when they were adult, Assef keep being a bad person 
and he joined a Taliban, a group that took power in the society and 
predominantly Pashtun. Here, in the future when Assef became a member 
of Taliban, he liked to brought a child from an orphanage and made them 
as his servant. Unfortunately, he took Sohrab, Hassan‘s son, so Amir tried 
to help Sohrab because he promised to Hassan that he would always keep 
Sohrab safe. The conflict happened when Amir wanted to take Sohrab 
back. Assef wanted to has a battle with Amir if he wanted to save Sohrab, 
he wanted Amir to fight him. This conflict of man against man that 
happens between character Amir and Assef is in the form of fight. 
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2. (016/ATSS/15/P.113-114) 
Table 4.6 
 
The conflict of man against man also seen in the data 
(016/ATSS/15/P.113-114). That data shows the conflict between Rasyeed 
and Mariam. Rasyeed was Mariam‘s husband, he used to be nice with 
Coding Data Conflict 
(016/ATSS/
15/P.113-
114) 
He snatched her hand, opened it, and dropped a 
handful of pebbles into it. 
"Put these in your mouth." "What?" 
"Put. These. In your mouth." 
"Stop it, Rasheed, I'm-" 
His powerful hands clasped her jaw. He shoved 
two fingers into her mouth and pried it open, then 
forced the cold, hard pebbles into it. Mariam 
struggled against him, mumbling, but he kept 
pushing the pebbles in, his upper lip curled in a 
sneer. 
"Now chew," he said. 
Through the mouthful of grit and pebbles, Mariam 
mumbled a plea. Tears were leaking out of the 
corners of her eyes. 
"CHEW!" he bellowed. A gust of his smoky 
breath slammed against her face. 
Mariam chewed. Something in the back of her 
mouth cracked. 
"Good," Rasheed said. His cheeks were quivering. 
"Now you know what your rice tastes like. Now 
you know what you've given me in this marriage. 
Bad food, and nothing else." 
Then he was gone, leaving Mariam to spit out 
pebbles, blood, and the fragments of two broken 
molars. 
Man vs. man 
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Mariam, but after the death of their baby, Rasyeed always blamed Mariam 
that she was the one who had to be responsible for that death. He usually 
just became rude with Mariam by saying something bad about her. But 
this time he tortured her in a really bad way, he forced Mariam to swallow 
pebbles and it can be seen in the sentence: 
“His powerful hands clasped her jaw. He shoved two fingers into 
her mouth and pried it open, then forced the cold, hard pebbles into it. 
Mariam struggled against him, mumbling, but he kept pushing the pebbles 
in, his upper lip curled in a sneer”  here, the conflicts is in the form of a 
violence that did by Rasyeed to Mariam and it was just because the taste of 
the food mariam had cooked was not as delicious as he want, "Now you 
know what your rice tastes like. Now you know what you've given me in 
this marriage. Bad food, and nothing else." 
The conflict that happens here is in the form of forces and physical 
conflict that did by Rasyeed. The characterictic of Rasyeed here also as a 
rude, and cruel husband where he always tortured his wives. It was not 
only Mariam but also Laila, his second wife. 
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3. (011/ATME/4/P.163-164) 
 
Table 4.7 
 
The researcher also found the conflict of man vs man in And The 
Mountains Echoed novel. The data number 11 in chapter four page 163 to 
164 is the conflict that happens to Roshi and her family when her uncle try 
to torture them when their father was not around. Conflict can be describe 
as a fight between people, that conflict maybe occur when a character 
struggles against another character. These struggles may be born from 
moral, religious or social differences and may be emotional, verbal or 
physical conflicts. 
Coding Data Conflict 
(011/ATME/
4/P.163-164) 
The first one to go was Roshi's father. "Roshi 
told me her father never even know what 
happened. He didn't see anything." A single 
strike to the neck, from behind. It nearly 
decapitated him. Roshi's mother was next. Roshi 
saw her mother try to fight, but several swings to 
the face and chest and she was silenced. By now 
the children were screaming and running. The 
uncle chased after them. Roshi saw one of her 
sisters make a run for the hallway, but the uncle 
grabbed her by the hair and wrestled her to the 
ground. The other sister did make it out to the 
hallway. The uncle gave chase, and Roshi could 
hear him kicking down the door to the bedroom, 
the screams, then the quiet. "So Roshi, she 
decide to escape with the little brother. They run 
out of the house, they run for front door but it is 
locked. The uncle, he did it, of course." 
Man vs. 
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In this case, the conflict is in the form of physical conflict where 
the uncle tortured Rosyi and her family by fight them. It can be seen from 
the sentence “A single strike to the neck, from behind. It nearly 
decapitated him. Roshi's mother was next. Roshi saw her mother try to 
fight, but several swings to the face and chest and she was silenced.” 
c. Man vs. Society 
Conflict of man against society is kind of external conflict, it 
occurs when characters struggle against the morays of their culture and 
government. Here, the character has strong belief against the majority of 
the community or surounding and decides to act on it. It can be classified 
as type of conflict between man vs. society when it happens between a 
character and an outside group. 
The conflict of man against society is an interesting type of conflict. 
Morell in Folarin (2015: 5) posits that man against society is type of 
conflict arises when man stands against a man-made institution or 
practices. These may include slavery, human trafficking, child prostitution, 
human rights abuses, bullying, corruption, bad governance, et cetera. 
The conflict of man against society is found in the three novels of 
Khaled Hosseini with total data 52. This is the most types of conflict that 
are found in the three novels. In The Kite Runner novel, there are 18 data 
include in man vs. society conflict and the coding are: (01/TKR/2/P.8), 
(02/TKR/2/P.9), (05/TKR/3/P.16), (013/TKR/10/P.125), 
(015/TKR/15/P.214), (016/TKR/17/P.233), (019/TKR/17/P.237), 
(020/TKR/17/P.237), (021/TKR/19/P.249), (023/TKR/20/P.277), 
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(025/TKR/21/P.280), (026/TKR/21/P.287), (027/TKR/22/P.306), 
(029/TKR/23/P.328), (30/TKR/24/P.342), (031/TKR/24/P.356), 
(032/TKR/ 24/P.363), and (033/TKR/24/P.367). 
In A Thousand Splendid Suns, the total data are 30 with all coding: 
(07/ATSS/7/P.54), (019/ATSS/16/P.123-124), (020/ATSS/20/P.152), 
(021/ATSS/23/P.173-175), (022/ATSS/24/P.190), (023/ATSS/24/P.191-
192), (024/ATSS/25/P.194), (025/ATSS/26/P.200), (026/ATSS/26/P.201), 
(028/ATSS/26/P.207), (029/ATSS/27/P.210), (030/ATSS/27/P.211), 
(032/ATSS/28/P.217), (033/ATSS/28/P.218), (034/ATSS/29/P.222), 
(039/ATSS/35/P.268), (040/ATSS/36/P.274), (041/ATSS/36/P.282), 
(044/ATSS/37/P.295), (045/ATSS/37/P.296), (047/ATSS/39/P.303), 
(048/65/ATSS/39/P.309), (049/ATSS/42/P.336), (051/ATSS/42/P.340), 
(052/ATSS/42/P.342-343), (053/ATSS/42/P.344), (054/ATSS/44/P.359), 
(061/ATSS/50/P.420), (062/ATSS/50/P.432), and (063/ATSS/51/P.441). 
In And The Mountains Echoed novel, there are 4 data with the 
coding: (010/ATME/4/P.134), (013/ATME/6/P.196), 
(015/ATME/7/P.264), and (017/ATME/7/P.285). The example of conflict 
between man vs. society can be seen in the data below: 
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1. (016/TKR/ 17/P.233) 
Table 4.8 
 
The data number 16 from The Kite Runner novel chapter 17 page 
233 shows the conflict between man vs. society. Here, the conflict happens 
to characters when they struggle with the brutal treatment of the society. 
It can be seen from the sentence “Alas the Afghanistan of our 
youth is long dead. Kindness is gone from the land and you cannot escape 
the killings. Always the killings. In Kabul, fear is everywhere, in the streets, 
in the stadium, in the markets, it is a part of our lives here, Amir agha. The 
savages who rule our watan don’t care about human decency.” Those 
Coding Data Conflict 
(016/TKR
/ 
17/P.233) 
Amir agha, 
Alas the Afghanistan of our youth is long dead. 
Kindness is gone from the land and you cannot 
escape
 
the killings. Always the killings. In Kabul, fear is 
everywhere, in the streets, in the stadium, in the 
markets, it is a part of our lives here, Amir agha. The 
savages who rule our watan don‘t care about human 
decency. The other day, I accompanied Farzana jan 
to the bazaar to buy some potatoes and naan. She 
asked the vendor how much the potatoes cost, but he 
did not hear her, I think he had a deaf ear. So she 
asked louder and suddenly a young Talib ran over 
and hit her on the thighs with his wooden stick. He 
struck her so hard she fell down. He was screaming 
at her and cursing and saying the Ministry of Vice 
and Virtue does not allow women to speak loudly. 
She had a large purple bruise on her legs for days 
but what could I do except stand and watch my wife 
get beaten? If I fought, that dog would have surely 
put a bullet in me, and gladly! Then what would 
happen to my Sohrab? The streets are full enough 
already of hungry orphans and……. 
Man vs. 
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words are told by character Hassan to Amir who lived in Afghanistan 
when they were kid. But right now they were apart, Hassan still live in 
Afghanistan but Amir had move to America. Hassan told Amir that 
Afghanistan at this time is different with the past, there is no kindness, 
only fear and killing. That is the conflict that happens to Afghan people. It 
happens because the savages who took power in the society ruled 
Afghanistan very brutally. They do not care anymore about human 
decency.  
The conflict here happens to Hassan and his wife. “She asked the 
vendor how much the potatoes cost, but he did not hear her, I think he had 
a deaf ear. So she asked louder and suddenly a young Talib ran over and 
hit her on the thighs with his wooden stick. He struck her so hard she fell 
down.” The one who get the torturing was Farzana, Hassan‘s wife. The 
Taliban who took power in the society treated her very bad because she 
made a loud sound where the Taliban didn‘t allow a woman did that. Here, 
Farzana struggle with the rule of the Taliban and the conflict here is in the 
form of physical conflict. 
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2. (041/ATSS/36/P.282) 
Table 4.9 
 
Conflict of man against society is also found in A Thousand 
Splendid Suns novel in the data (041/ATSS/36/P.282). Conflict of man vs. 
society is a conflict where the character struggle against the rule of their 
culture and government. In the data number 41 chapter 36 page 282, there 
is a conflict between Laila and the police officer. Laila is a woman 
character in the novel, she is Rasyeed‘s wife. 
The conflict happens when Laila run away from home, then the 
police caught her, because one of the rules in the country said that they 
will catch a woman who walk around or left home without a mahram, or 
without their husband. When Laila was in the Jail, she had a conversation 
with the police officer. When Laila asked them to released her, they 
refused it because it was the matters of law but they didn‘t do the same 
thing with the Mujahideen who had done the brutality to Afghans people. 
Coding Data Conflict 
(041/ATSS
/36/P.282) 
"It's a matter of qanoon, hamshira, a matter of law," 
Rahman said, injecting his voice with a grave, self-
important tone. "It is my responsibility, you see, to 
maintain order." In spite of her distraught state, Laila 
almost laughed. She was stunned that he'd used that 
word in the face of all that the Mujahideen factions 
had done-the murders, the lootings, the rapes, the 
tortures, the executions, the bombings, the tens of 
thousands of rockets they had fired at each other, 
heedless of all the innocent people who would die in 
the cross fire. Order. But she bit her tongue. "If you 
send us back," she said instead, slowly, "there is no 
saying what he will do to us." 
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The conflict man vs. society is seen by the unfair treatment from 
the goverments institution. Where the police officer in the jail would not 
released Laila because she had made a mistake, then she had to get the 
punishment. But that institution didn‘t do the same thing to the one who 
had done-the murders, the lootings, the rapes, the tortures, the executions, 
the bombings, the tens of thousands of rockets they had fired at each other, 
heedless of all the innocent people who would die in the cross fire because 
they were mujahideen, a group which had an authority in the society. It is 
an unfairr treatment that the society did to Afghan people. 
3. (010/ATME/4/P.134) 
Table 4.10 
 
In And The Mountains Echoed, conflicts of man vs. society are also 
found. One of them is on the data number 10, chapter 4, page 134. The 
data shows that Mr. Suleiman refused to leave the house although he knew 
Coding Data Conflict 
(010/ATME
/4/P.134) 
It was in the 1990s that fighting at last broke out 
within the city limits. Kabul fell prey to men who 
looked like they had tumbled out of their mothers 
with Kalashnikov in hand, Mr. Markos, vandals all 
of them, gun-toting thieves with grandiose, self-
given titles. When the rockets began to fly, 
Suleiman stayed in the house and refused to leave. 
He stoutly declined information about what was 
going on outside the walls of his house. He 
unplugged the television. He cast aside the radio. 
He had no use for newspapers. He asked that I not 
bring home any news of the fighting. He scarcely 
knew who was battling whom, who was winning, 
who was losing, as though he hoped that by 
doggedly ignoring the war it would return the favor. 
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the condition of the society where there were so many rockets were flying 
and maybe would attacked him. 
d. Man vs. Nature 
One of the nine types of conflict by Folarin is man vs. nature. 
Man versus nature conflicts occur when a character, or characters, find 
themselves at odds with forces of nature. According to Lamb in Folarin 
(2015: 5) man against nature is the type of conflict that describes a fight 
or struggle between man and his environment. Conflict of man against 
nature can be a forces of nature such as global warming, rainstorm, killer 
insects, et cetera that can create a situation in which man battles with 
nature to overcome and master it. 
From the three novels of Khaled Hosseini, there are only two 
novels which contain of conflict between man vs. nature, and there is 
only one example in each novel. In And The Mountains Echoed novel, the 
example is found in the data coding (012/ATME/5/P.180) and in A 
Thousand  Splendid Suns novel, the conflict of man vs. nature is found in 
the data number (050/ATSS/41/P.323). The example of conflict between 
man vs. nature can be seen in the data below: 
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1. (012/ATME/5/P.180) 
Table 4.11 
 
There are only two from the three novel of Khaled Hosseini which 
contains of man vs. nature conflict and one of them is found in And The 
Mountains Echoed novel in the data number 12 chapter 5 page 180. The 
data shows that a character in the story must struggle with the disaster that 
hapens in the environment. From the sentence ―The rain has caused 
flooding, and some two hundred families had to be evacuated by 
helicopter in Shomali, north of Kabul‖ it can be seen that the characters 
here who had conflict with the nature were Afghan people who lived in 
Kabul. Here, the conflict happens because of the force of the nature and 
make characters must struggle to survive from the flood that happened 
naturally by the nature. 
 
 
 
 
Coding Data Conflict 
(012/ATME/
5/P.180) 
She hopes that his return home was safe and that his 
family is well. It has been raining "angrily" in 
Kabul, she writes, and the streets are packed with 
mud up to the ankles. The rain has caused flooding, 
and some two hundred families had to be evacuated 
by helicopter in Shomali, north of Kabul. Security 
has been tightening because of Kabul's support of 
Bush's war in Iraq and expected reprisals from al-
Qaeda. 
Man vs. 
nature 
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2. (050/ATSS/41/P.323) 
Table 4.12 
 
The conflict that is seen in the data number 50 from A Thousand 
Splendid Suns novel in chapter 41 page 323 is conflict between man vs. 
nature. Man against nature is the type of conflict that depicts a state of 
contention between man and his environment (Lamb in Folarin, 2015: 5). 
The conflict that happened to Rasyeed‘s family is conflict of man vs. 
nature, because it happened by the forces of nature. Because his shop was 
burned down by a fire, he must struggle to survive when the only job that 
Rasyeed had was lost because that conflagration. 
 
 
Coding Data Conflict 
(050/ATSS/4
1/P.323) 
Then, late that summer, a fabric merchant fell 
asleep and forgot to put out his cigarette. He 
survived the fire, but his store did not. The fire took 
the adjacent fabric store as well, a secondhand 
clothing store, a small furniture shop, a bakery. 
They told Rasheed later that if the winds had blown 
east instead of west, his shop, which was at the 
corner of the block, might have been spared. 
They sold everything. 
First to go were Mariam's things, then Laila's. 
Aziza's baby clothes, the few toys Laila had fought 
Rasheed to buy her. Aziza watched the proceedings 
with a docile look. Rasheed's watch too was sold, 
his old transistor radio, his pair of neckties, his 
shoes, and his wedding ring. The couch, the table, 
the rug, and the chairs went too. Zalmai threw a 
wicked tantrum when Rasheed sold the TV. 
Man vs. 
nature 
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e. Inter-group Conflict 
This type of conflict refers to the kind of disagreement that takes 
places between two or more sectarian or religious groups, ethnic groups, 
communities, or interest groups. Inter group conflict happens when two 
different groups have the different perspective or agreement or they odd 
on something and they choose to act on it. Inter group conflict is an 
interesting conflict also, because groups are generally more competitive 
and aggressive than individuals.  
Many inter group conflict are found in Khaled Hosseini novels, 
there are conflicts between different ethnic which is really famous in 
Afghan society, because Afghanistan have so many different ethnic, but 
the most famous ethnic who has a conflict is Pashtun and Hazara, because 
Pashtun is the majority and the richest ethnic in Afghan while Hazara is 
the most poorest and minority ethnic in Afghanistan. The other inter 
group conflict that appear in the novels are conflict between religious 
group or the one who claimed their selves as the one who did jihad and 
tried to take power in the society such as Sahrawi, Mujahideen, Taliban 
etc. 
There are 7 data are found in the three novels of Khaled Hosseini. 
5 of them are found in The Kite Runner novel with data coding: 
(018/TKR/17/P.236), (037/TKR/2/P.10), (038/TKR/15/P.215), 
(039/TKR/5/P.44), and (040/TKR/16/P.230). In A Thousand Splendid 
Suns there is one data include in inter group conflict and the data coding 
is (015/ATSS/15/P.110), and in And The Mountains Echoed novel there is 
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one data also with data coding (016/ATME/7/P.282). The example of 
inter group conflict that appears in Khaled Hosseini‘s novel can be seen 
from the data below: 
1. (037/TKR/2/P.10) 
Table 4.13 
 
The data number 37 from The Kite Runner novel in chapter 2 page 
10 shows the inter group conflict. Here, the conflict happens between two 
different ethnic group, Pashtuns and Hazara. They differ in terms of 
religious beliefs, cultural, practices, social status, and physical appearances. 
Pashtun is the majority race and ethnic in Afghanistan, and all of Pashtun 
were rich, while Hazara were the weakest and poorest race in Afghanistan. 
They also differ in the term of religion, Pashtun  is Sunni moslem while 
Coding Data Conflict 
(037/TKR/
2/P.10) 
An entire chapter dedicated to Hasssan‘s people! In 
it, I read that my people, the Pashtuns, had 
persecuted and oppressed the Hazaras. It said the 
Hazaras had tried to rise against the Pashtuns in the 
nineteenth century, but the Pashtuns had ―quelled 
them with unspeakable violence.‖ The book said 
that my people had killed the Hazaras, driven them 
from their lands, burned their homes, and sold their 
women. The book said part of the reason Pashtuns 
had oppressed the Hazaras was that Pashtuns were 
Sunni Muslims, while Hazaras were Shi‘a. the book 
said a lot of things I didn‘t know, things my 
teachers hadn‘t mentioned. Things Baba hadn‘t 
mentioned either. It also said some things I did 
know, like that people called Hazaras mice-eating, 
flat-nosed, load-carrying donkeys. I had heard some 
of the kids in the neighborhood yell those names to 
Hassan. 
Inter-group 
conflict. 
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Hazara is Shi‘a. In this case, the rich and majority ethnic did the 
discrimination to the minor and poorest ethnic. Other reason why the 
Hazaras have been discriminated by Pashtun is their appearance that look 
like Chinese people, and also, the Pahtuns thought that the land of 
Afghanistan was only belong to the majority ethnic there. It can be seen 
from the sentence “Afghanistan is the land of Pashtun. It always has been, 
always will be. We are the true Afghans, the pure Afghans, not this Flat-
Nose here. His people pollute our homeland, our watan. They dirty our 
blood.” (The Kite Runner : 44) 
 The conflict that was shown by the data (037/TKR/2/P.10) is about 
those two different ethnic in Afganistan. From the words ―The book said 
that my people had killed the Hazaras, driven them from their lands, 
burned their homes, and sold their women‖  the researcher can conclude 
the inter group conflict that happens here is how the Pashtuns as the high 
class who took power in the society treated the Hazara as the lower class 
and the Hazara must struggle from their persecution and oppression. 
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2. (015/ATSS/15/P.110) 
 
Table 4.14 
 
The other type of inter group conflict is seen in the data number 15 
from A Thousand Splendid Suns novel in chapter 15 page 110. The 
conflict here happens between the old regime which hold by Daod Khan 
and the new regime which hold by the communist rebels. The data shows 
that when the new regime came to take power in the society, the old 
regime must be destroyed. Then they killed Daod Khan and all of his 
family to take power in the society. 
 
 
 
 
Coding Data Conflict 
(015/ATSS/
15/P.110) 
Days later, when the communists began the 
summary executions of those connected with 
Daoud Khan's regime, when rumors began floating 
about Kabul of eyes gouged and genitals 
electrocuted in the Pol-e-Charkhi Prison, Mariam 
would hear of the slaughter that had taken place at 
the Presidential Palace. Daoud Khan had been 
killed, but not before the communist rebels had 
killed some twenty members of his family, 
including women and grandchildren. There would 
be rumors that he had taken his own life, that he'd 
been gunned down in the heat of battle; rumors that 
he'd been saved for last, made to watch the 
massacre of his family, then shot. 
Inter-group 
conflict. 
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3. (016/ATME/7/P.282) 
Table 4.15 
 
The data number 16 from And The Mountains Echoed novel in 
chapter 7 page 282 is type of Inter group conflict. The conflict here 
happens between Afghan people with Taliban. When many Afghan people 
tried to save theirselves from the war in Afghanistan and stay in Pakistan 
camp but then the Taliban force them to shut the camp and get all 
Afghanistan to came back to their land. 
f. Intra State Conflict 
This types of conflict is confined within the borders of a sovereign 
state. Such economic factors as land, uneven development, resource 
control and revenue-sharing formula could cause a conflict within a state. 
Social factors as value differences or socio-ethnic factors such as real or 
perceived ethnic balancing or ethnic cleansing can also be a factor of intra 
state conflict. 
Coding Data Conflict 
(016/ATME/
7/P.282) 
"Had to. The Pakistanis shut down the camp. 
They said Afghans belong in Afghanistan. And 
then my uncle's money stopped coming. So my 
father said we might as well go home and restart, 
now that the Taliban had run to the Pakistani side 
of the border anyway. He said we were guests in 
Pakistan who'd outstayed their welcome. I was 
really depressed. This place"— he waved his 
hand—"this is a foreign country to me. And the 
kids in the camp, the ones who'd actually been to 
Afghanistan? None of them had a good thing to 
say about it." 
Inter group 
conflict. 
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In Khaled Hosseini‘s novel, the intra state conflict happens is 
causes by conflict of different ethnic group or the fight by groups who 
want to take power in Afghanistan and how the impacts to Afghan people. 
From the three novels of Hosseini, there is only one novel which contains 
of intra state conflict and it is found in And The Mountains Echoed novel 
with data coding: (020/ATME/4/P.133), (021/ATME/4/P.133), 
(022/ATME/4/P.134), (023/ATME/4/P.135), and (024/ATME/9/P.399). 
The example of intra state conflict can be seen in the data below: 
1. (020/ATME/4/P.133) 
 
Table 4.16 
 
 
Coding Data Conflict 
(020/ATME/
4/P.133) 
I can sum it up in one word: war. Or, rather, wars. 
Not one, not two, but many wars, both big and 
small, just and unjust, wars with shifting casts of 
supposed heroes and villains, each new hero 
making one increasingly nostalgic for the old 
villain. The names changed, as did the faces, and 
I spit on them equally for all the petty feuds, the 
snipers, the land mines, bombing raids, the 
rockets, the looting and raping and killing. Ah, 
enough! The task is both too great and too 
unpleasant. I lived those days already, and I 
intend to relive them on these pages as briefly as 
possible. The only good I took from that time was 
a measure of vindication about little Pari, who by 
now must have grown into a young woman. It 
eased my conscience that she was safe, far from 
all this killing. 
Intra state 
conflict. 
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The data number 20 from And The Mountains Echoed novel shows 
the conflict of Intra state conflict  that happens in Afghanistan as the 
setting of place in the three novels of Khaled Hosseini. The conflict that 
happens here is told by Nabi as the character in the novel who experience 
the conflict that happens in his country. At that time, Afghanistan was in 
the condition that so many bombing raids, many rockets land to their 
country and killed many people in the society. There are also a looting, 
raping and killing happens in the society. All of those conflict that happens 
is an intra state conflict happens in Afghanistan. 
Those are all the data and the example of each types of conflict 
appear in the three novels of Khaled Hosseini. From nine types of conflict 
states by Folarin, there are six types of the conflict appear in the novel, and 
the most conflict are found in A Thousand Splendid Suns novel with total 
data 63 conflict.  
2. Formula 
Formula considered as a way an author presents their works in 
conventional way. They have a structural pattern in presenting their works. 
The formula can be used to describe the elements of those literary works in 
structural ways. With those formulas they have, they will show their 
characteristic and their identity as their pattern through their works. 
Formula as defined by Cawelti (2001: 205) is a conventional system for 
structuring cultural products. It can be defined as a structural pattern which 
embodies a universal life pattern or myth in the materials of language. It 
means that formula is used to show how the way the author treats 
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something in a conventional way. A structural pattern here means that the 
author will use a repeating pattern in the elements of their works. 
Khaled Hosseini as an author of his novels, he also has pattern in 
writing his novels. For example, from the formula setting, Afghanistan 
becomes the setting of place in his three novels. All his three novels set in 
Afghanistan before later the setting moves to America or Pakistan. He also 
shows the same theme of his three novels which tell about family conflict 
and war in Afghanistan. The other intrinsic elements which show the 
formula pattern is characters. Hosseini rises the characters such as Hassan, 
Amir, Laila, and Mariam who have the characterization of struggle with 
the condition of the society, against the brutality of authorities in the 
society and survive for their life. The formula pattern of Khaled Hosseini 
also found in the way he presents his three novels from the types of 
conflict appear in the three novels. This types of conflict analysis become 
the focus of this research. By analyzing the types of conflict in the three 
novels of Khaled Hosseini, the researcher can find the formula of 
presenting conflict that is detectable from the three novel based on the 
number of conflict that appear in each novel, and the pattern can be seen 
from the table below: 
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Table 4.17 Componential Table 
 
 
The data above shows the number types of conflict that appears in 
the three novels of Khaled Hosseini. By those number of data, the 
researcher can sees the dominant types of conflict that appear in the novels, 
and the structural pattern that Khaled Hosseni uses to presents his three 
novels.  
1. The Kite Runner 
In The Kite Runner novel, the researcher found 40 data 
types of conflict which have been validated by the validator. Those 
40 data include of 6 data of conflict between man vs. self, 11 data 
of conflict man vs. man, 18 data of conflict man vs. society, and 5 
data of inter group conflict. The most dominant types of conflict 
that occur in this novel are conflict between man vs. society with 
18 total data. 
No Novel Conflict Number 
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1. THE KITE 
RUNNER 
6 11 18 0 0 5 0 0 0 40 
2. A THOUSAND 
SPLENDID SUNS 
9 22 30 1 0 1 0 0 0 63 
3. AND THE 
MOUNTAINS 
ECHOED 
7 6 4 1 0 1 5 0 0 24 
TOTAL 22 39 52 2 0 7 5 0 0 127 
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Conflict of man vs. society happens when a character in the 
story stand against their society. Here, the characters struggle 
against the morays of their culture and government or a group in 
the society. Conflict between man vs. society becomes the most 
dominant types of conflict that found in the novel because the 
author of the novel wants to show the conflict that happens in the 
society, conflict that happens in Afghanistan which becomes the 
setting of place in the novel. Here, Khaled Hosseini as the author 
of the novel, shows the conflict that has to be through by characters 
in the middle of war that happens in Afghanistan. 
The Kite Runner novel tells about relationship between 
fathers and sons, human and their gods, men and their countries, 
and also friendship between two young boys who came from 
different class of society and different ethnic group. It tells much 
about Afghanistan and the different ethnic there. It has setting of 
place in Afghanistan in the year of 1970s where in that year, 
Afghanistan is in the conflict between groups who wants to take 
power in the society. Those groups are between Soviet Soldier 
which becomes the government‘s side, and Taliban, an Islamic 
fundamentalist group who wants to rules Afghanistan and roll the 
old regime. Under the government rules which handed by Soviet 
Soldier, Afghan people was treated very brutally, and when the 
Taliban took power in the society and ruled Afghanistan from 1996 
until 2001, Afghan people also treated very bad by the Taliban. 
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They must obey their rules and they must struggle against their bad 
treatment. The example can be seen in these data:  
1.  (01/TKR/ 2/P.8) 
Table 4.18 
 
The conflict here happens to Hassan. Hassan is one of the 
character in the novel. He is a Hazara. Hazara is a minority group 
ethnic in Afhanistan. They are also seen as the weakest and poorest 
race in Afghanistan, so that they are easily subjected to be killed, 
insulted, and tortured. Conflict of man against society is seen in the 
data number two page eight between Hassan and the Soviet soldier 
when they justice Hassan because he was a Hazara, the minority 
ethnic in Afghanistan, so they didn‘t appropriate to be respected. 
The soldier was group that took power in the society and 
government, so anyone in the country must obeyed their rules, and 
if they didn‘t, they would be killed in a brutally way without any 
reason and responsibility. 
Coding Data Conflict 
(01/TKR/ 
2/P.8) 
He handed his cigarette to the guy next to him, made a 
circle with the thumb and index finger of one hand. 
Poked the middle finger of his other hand through the 
circle. Poked it in and out. ―I knew your mother, did 
you know that? I knew her real good. I took her from 
behind by that creek over there.‖ 
The soldier laughed. One of them made a squealing 
sound. I told Hassan to keep walking, keep walking. 
―What a tight little sugary cunt she had!‖ the soldier 
was saying, shaking hands with the other, grinning. 
Later in the dark, after the movie had started, I heard 
Hassan next to me, croaking. Tears were sliding down 
his cheeks. 
Man vs. 
society 
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In this case, there is a different treatment between Amir and 
Hassan. The soviet soldier didn‘t do the same thing to Amir 
because he was Pashtun, the majority ethnic in Afghanistan. Many 
Pashtun is important people in the society.  But with Hassan, they 
didn‘t have any respect, they treat Hassan as a joke for them. This 
conflict is defined as conflict of man against society because 
Hassan as the character in the novel must struggle against the bad 
treatment from Soviet Soldier who has authority in the society. 
2.  (015/TKR/15/P.214) 
 
Table 4.19 
 
The second example of man against society conflict comes 
from the data coding (015/TKR/15/P.214). The conflict here 
Coding Data Conflict 
(015/TKR
/15/P.214) 
The conversation inevitably turned to the Taliban. 
―Is it as bad as I hear?‖ I said. ―Nay, it worse. Much 
worse,‖ he said.‖They don‘t let you be human.‖ He 
pointed to a scar above his right eye cutting a 
crooked path through his bushy eyebrow. ―I was at a 
soccer game in Ghazi Stadium in 1998. Kabul against 
Mazar-i-Sharif, I think, and by the way the players 
weren‘t allowed to wear shorts. Indecent exposure, I 
guess.‖ He gave a tired laugh. ―Anyway, Kabul 
scored a goal and the man next to me cheered loudly. 
Suddenly this young bearded fellow who was 
patrolling the aisles, eighteen years old at most by the 
look of him, he walked up to me and struck me on 
the forehead with the butt of his Kalashnikov. ‗Do 
that again and I‘ll cutout your tongue, you old 
donkey!‘ he said.‖ Rahim Khan rubbed the scar with 
a gnarled finger. ―I was old enough o be his 
grandfather and I was sitting there, blood gushing 
down my face, apologizing to that son of a dog.‖ 
Man vs. 
society 
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happens to Rahim Khan and one of the Taliban‘s member. The 
Taliban is an Islamic fundamentalist group that ruled Afghanistan, 
they have authorities in the country, and they always treat Afghan 
people arbitrarily. Since Afghanistan is handed by the Taliban, 
many Afghan people are treated unfairly. Many of them are 
tortured by Taliban when they do something out of Taliban‘s rules. 
They role Aghanistan in a really brutality way and very cruel. They 
also beat Rahim Khan only because they think that Rahim Khan 
has made a mistake, and in this case Rahim Khan must struggle 
with their bad treatment. 
3. (019/TKR/17/P.237) 
Table 4.20 
 
   This is a conflict between the Taliban and Hazara‘s family. 
The character who representative those Hazara is Hassan and his 
family. When Taliban knew they live in a big house in the city, the 
Taliban felt angry because they would not let any Hazara live in a 
big house in the city because they were as a poorest and minority 
ethnic in Afghanistan so they didn‘t proper to have it. The Taliban 
tried to drive out them from the house, but when Hassan told that 
Coding Data Conflict 
(019/TKR
/17/P.237) 
―The Taliban moved into the house,‖ Rahim Khan 
said. ―The pretext was they had evicted a trespasser. 
Hassan‘s and Farzana‘s murders were dismissed as a 
case of self-defense. No one said a word about it. 
Most of it was fear of the Taliban, I think. But no one 
was going to risk anything for a pair of Hazara 
servants.‖ 
Man vs. 
society 
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he lived there with his best friend, the Taliban claimed it and 
blamed Hassan was a liar, and finally they killed Hassan and his 
wife, so that they can took the house. 
After Hassan and Farzana are killed by the Taliban because 
they against what Taliban wants, no one of the neighborhood asks 
justice for them because if they do that, they will get the same 
treatment from Taliban. Taliban as the authorities of the society 
always treats Afghan people very brutal especially Hazara people 
as Hassan‘s family, only to get what they wanted. 
Those conflict of man vs. society becomes the most 
dominant conflict in The Kite Runner novel because Khaled 
Hosseini as the author wants to show how hard the characters in 
the novel must struggle against that group who took power in the 
society and ruled the society in a very brutality way in that era. 
Hosseini wants to touch the reader‘s heart by showing so many 
conflict in the story which makes the reader will fall in that story. 
Hosseini wants to give the clear picture through his written about 
Afghanistan‘s condition in the era of war and how the condition of 
Afghan people struggle in the middle of the war in the society. 
After the conflict between man vs. society which found in the 
novels with 18 total number of data, it‘s following by the other 
types of conflict between man vs. man, man vs. self, and inter 
group conflict which becomes his structural pattern in presenting 
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his novel, and by those number types of conflict which found in the 
novel, the story of this novel becomes very interesting.  
2. A Thousand Splendid Suns 
In A Thousand Splendid Suns, Khaled Hosseini shows the 
same formula pattern of presenting conflict, it‘s showing the types 
of conflict between man vs. society which becomes the most 
dominant types of conflict that are found in the novel. In this novel, 
the researcher finds 63 total data and the 30 data are conflict 
between man vs. society as the dominant types of conflict found in 
the novel, and it follows with conflict between man vs. man with 
22 total data found, conflict of man vs. self with 9 data, man vs. 
nature with 1 data, and 1 data of inter group conflict. 
   In those two novels Hosseini shows the conflict of man vs. 
society as the dominant types of conflict that occur in the story. 
Here, Hosseini as the author of the novels wants to arise 
Afghanistan as the main theme in those novels, but family conflict, 
relationship, and friendship also becomes the main theme in the 
story, but the war in Afghanistan becomes the focus and the 
background of plot in those novels. A Thousand Splendid Suns tells 
the story about Mariam, Rasyeed, and Laila as the main characters 
in the novel. Many conflicts of man vs. self and man vs. man 
occurs between those characters. This novel tells how Mariam and 
Laila must struggle against their husband, Rasyeed, who always 
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treat them in a really bad way. Here are the data which represent 
Rayeed‘s treatment to his wives: 
1. (037/ATSS/33/P.254) 
Table 4.21 
 
This data shows Rasyeed‘s treatment to his first wife, 
Mariam. In the early of their marriage, Rasyeed treats Mariam very 
nice. He looks like love her so much. But after the death of 
Mariam‘s baby, Rasyeed is changed. He becomes very rude to 
Mariam and treats her very bad, and he always get mad to her only 
for little mistakes, especially after Rasyeed marries with his second 
wife, Laila. He makes Laila as the queen and asks Mariam to 
services her and do what she wants.  
The conflict happens between Rasyeed and Mariam when 
Rasyeed knows that Mariam does not obey what Rasyeed asks and 
she gets Laila to do her own house work. Rasyeed tortures her with 
physical treatments. The characterictic of Rasyeed here is rude, and 
cruel husband where he always tortured his wives. At first, he 
becomes nice to Laila, but in the end he also treats Laila very bad 
as he treats Mariam. 
Coding Data Conflict 
(037/ATSS/
33/P.254) 
"I should have known that you'd corrupt her," 
Rasyeed spat at Mariam. He swung the belt, testing 
it against his own thigh. The buckle jingled loudly. 
"Stop it, basl" the girl said. "Rasheed, you can't do 
this." 
Man vs. 
man 
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2. (056/ATSS/45/P.370-373) 
Table 4.22 
 
   The data number 56, in A Thousand Splendid Suns novel 
shows Rasyeed‘s treatment to his second wife, Laila. At first, 
Rasyeed treats her in a very great way and makes her as a queen 
where he always gives anything she wants. But in the end when 
Laila makes a mistakes and makes him angry he just tortures Laila 
as he does to Mariam. At this time, the conflict that happens 
between Laila and Rasyeed is physical conflict where he does the 
violence to her and at this time he was not only tortured her but 
almost killed her, here Mariam and Laila have to struggle to save 
their life. 
The conflict that happens to Mariam and Laila are not only 
struggle against Rasyeed, but they also must struggle with the bad 
treatments of their society. This conflict not only happens to both 
of them but also for all characters in the novel. How Afghan people 
must survie for their life in the middle of war that happen in the 
Coding Data Conflict 
(056/ATSS/
45/P.370-
373) 
She went to stop him, but he shoved her back and 
blew by her. Without saying a word, he swung the 
belt at Laila. He did it with such speed that she had 
no time to retreat or duck, or even raise a protective 
arm. Laila touched her fingers to her temple, looked 
at the blood, looked at Rasheed, with astonishment. 
It lasted only a moment or two, this look of 
disbelief, before it was replaced by something 
hateful. 
Man vs. 
man 
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society where rockets and bombs are flying and landing anyrime in 
Afghan‘s land. The war is between groups who wants to overtook 
the society. After the Taliban can defeat the other groups and take 
power in the society, they are as an Islamic fundamentalist group 
try to rule Afghanistan with their arbitrary rules. All of their rules 
drive Afghan people especially women must struggle and survive 
for their life, and also the Taliban rule the country in a very brutal 
way. So for further, this novel tells about  how women in 
Afghanistan must struggle with the rules that are brought by 
Taliban. The characters who become focus in this conflict are 
Mariam and Laila. The example of conflict  man against society 
can be seen in the data below: 
1. (040/ATSS/36/P.274) 
Table 4.23 
Coding Data Conflict 
(040/ATSS/
36/P.274) 
This, Laila had known, would be the first risky part, 
finding a man suitable to pose with them as a family 
member. The freedoms and opportunities that 
women had enjoyed between 1978 and 1992 were a 
thing of the past now- Laila could still remember 
Babi saying of those years of communist rule, It's a 
good time to be a woman in Afghanistan, Laila 
Since the Mujahideen takeover in April 1992, 
Afghanistan's name had been changed to the 
Islamic State of Afghanistan. The Supreme Court 
under Rabbani was filled now with hard-liner 
mullahs who did away with the communist-era 
decrees that empowered women and instead passed 
rulings based on Shari'a, strict Islamic laws that 
ordered women to cover, forbade their travel 
without a male relative, punished adultery with 
stoning. Even if the actual enforcement of these 
laws was sporadic at best. But they'd enforce them 
Man vs. 
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The data number 40 from A Thousand Splendid Suns novel 
chapter 36 page 276 shows the conflict of women vs. society. 
Women in the past were freely to out of home without their 
husband or family. But at the time since the Mujahideen takeover 
in Afghanistan and made Afghanistan change into  Islamic State of 
Afghanistan, there were rules that women didn‘t allow to leave 
home without their male relative, and they must be covered with 
burqa. 
The conflict here happens to Laila and Mariam when they 
tried to leave home and escape from Rasyeed. Laila tried to find a 
men to pretend as their family so that the member of the 
Mujahideen does not catch them. In this case, Laila and Mariam 
struggle against the Mujahideen as the authorities of Afghanistan 
and their new rules. 
2. (044/ATSS/37/P.295) 
Table 4.24 
on us more, Laila had said to Mariam, if they 
weren't so busy killing each other. And us. 
Coding Data Conflict 
(44/ATSS/
37/P.295) 
Our watan is now known as the Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan. These are the laws that we will 
enforce and you will obey: 
All citizens must pray five times a day. If it is 
prayer time and you are caught doing something 
other, you will be beaten. Ail men will grow their 
beards. The correct length is at least one clenched 
fist beneath the chin. If you do not abide by this, 
Man vs. 
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The conflict that‘s seen in the data coding 
(44/ATSS/37/P.295) is the conflict of man against society. When 
the Taliban take power in Afghanistan, they bring so many new 
rules as the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. Here, Afghan people 
must struggle to follow the rules or being killed. 
3. (48/ATSS/39/P.309) 
Table 4.25 
 
The other conflict of man vs. society is found in the data 
number 48. This conflict shows that women and men are treated 
inequality by the Taliban who took over the county. Even in the 
you will be beaten. 
singing is forbiden. Dancing is forbidden. 
Coding Data Conflict 
(48/ATSS
/39/P.309) 
"Your daughter needs a caesarian. Do you know what 
that is? We have to open her womb and take the baby 
out, because it is in the breech position." 
............... 
"You think I want it this way?" she said. "What do 
you want me to do? They won't give me what I need. 
I have no X-ray either, no suction, no oxygen, not 
even simple antibiotics. When NGOs offer money, 
the Taliban turn them away. Or they funnel the 
money to the places that cater to men." ................ 
The doctor took a breath, then told Laila that the 
hospital had no anesthetic. "But if we delay, you will 
lose your baby." 
"Then cut me open," Laila said. She dropped back on 
the bed and drew up her knees. "Cut me open and 
give me my baby." 
Man vs. 
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services of hospital, women do not get proper services. The 
Taliban do not give money to women‘s hospital to run their 
medical treatment. In this case, Laila is the character who gets that 
conflict. When she will give birth to her baby, Mariam brings her 
to hospital in Afhanistan. But because there is not enough money 
in the hospital to buy the equipment, Laila has to struggle to save 
her baby by do caesarian without any anesthetic. That conflict 
happens because the inequality treatment by Taliban as the 
authorities of the society 
Conflict of man against society becomes the most dominant 
types of conflict that occurs in this novel. Hosseini shows the 
condition of Afghanistan through the characters of Mariam and 
Laila as Afghan women who have to survive and struggle for their 
life under the rules and the bad treatment from Taliban. He gives a 
clear picture about anything that happens to Afghan people in the 
era of war that happen in the society. He shows how hard the life 
that has to be through by Afghan people when war, fight, rockets, 
and bombs are always threatening them all. 
Hosseini presents the same formula pattern in his novels 
The Kite Runner and A Thousand Splendid Suns with the same 
theme of war in Afghnanistan. The conflict of man against society 
also becomes the most dominant types of conflict found in those 
two novels. Based on the formula pattern of presenting conflict 
that‘s found in those two novels, Hosseini becomes very popular 
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with his great story in his novels and it follows with another novel 
of him entitled And The Mountains Echoed which becomes very 
popular also. 
3. And The Mountains Echoed 
In And The Mountains Echoed novel, Hosseini shows the 
different formula pattern of presenting conflicts. He does not show 
much conflict between man vs. society, but the most dominant 
types of conflict that occur in this novel is conflict between man vs. 
self. It happens because Hosseini wants to arise a plot twist in this 
novel. Conflict of man vs. self happens when characters in the 
story have a battle with his own self. There is struggle that takes in 
the character‘s mind about something they do not agree and aginst 
it. According to Lamb in Folarin (2015: 4) man against self is kind 
of conflict in which man continues to contend or battle with his 
mind and habits.  
Hosseini shows the different formula pattern in this novel 
because he does not put war as the main theme in this novel. 
Conflict of Afghan society still appears in this novel, but not as 
much as in the other two novels. In The Kite Runner and A 
Thousand Splendid Suns there are 18 and 30 conflict of man 
against society, but in this novel the researcher only finds 4 types 
of conflict between man vs. society. The most dominant types of 
conflict that is found in this novel is conflict between man vs. self 
with total data 7 conflict. When the formula pattern of presenting 
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conflict by Hosseini changes, the other intrinsic elements also 
change. For example, in the other two novels, Hosseini uses first 
person point of view, but in this novel Hosseini uses third person 
point of view. Hosseini still tells about Afghanistan but in the 
different way. In the two novels of him, The Kite Runner and A 
Thousand Splendid Suns, Hosseini shows Afghan conflict from the 
direct event that happens to character in the story, but in And The 
Mountains Echoed novels, Hosseini shows conflict happens in 
Afghanistan indirectly, but with description of the character in the 
story and the character does not response the conflict that happen 
in the form of fight or argument but only against it in their mind. 
This novel tells the story about Abdullah as the main 
character in the novel with his little sister, Pari who has to be 
separated because their father, Baba Saboor has to gives Pari to a 
rich family so that he can get money to survive and sustain his 
family.  After they separate, they struggle for their own life. 
Abdullah and his family have to survive for their life with the limit 
money they have and Pari has to struggle for her life with her new 
family, Wahdati‘s family. This novel tells the story through 
generation to generation till how Abdullah and Pari have their own 
life, their own family, and their own children, and finally how the 
world makes them see each other again. 
The theme Hosseini puts in this novel still about survival. 
How the characters in the story must survive and struggle for their 
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life. But in this novel, the conflict that happens is about family 
conflict, personal conflict, and less of society conflict. Therefore, 
formula pattern of presenting conflict by Hosseini is change 
because characters in the story do not against their conflict in the 
form of fight but only against it in their mind, therefore the most 
dominant types of conflict that found in this novel is conflict 
between man against self. 
These are the data that shows conflict of man vs. self which 
becomes the most dominant conflict found in the novel: 
1. (01/ATME/2/P.18) 
Table 4.26 
 
The conflict in the data number one in And The Mountains 
Echoed novel shows the conflict of man against self that happens 
to Baba Saboor. Here, the conflict happens inside of Baba Saboor 
itself when he has to treat Abdullah little bad because he does not 
Coding Data Conflict 
(01/ATME/
2/P.18) 
Father had never before hit Abdullah. So when he 
did, when he whacked the side of his head, just 
above the ear—hard, suddenly, and with an open 
palm—tears of surprise sprung to Abdullah's eyes. 
He quickly blinked them back. 
"Go home," Father said through gritted teeth. 
From up ahead, Abdullah heard Pari burst into sobs. 
Then Father hit him again, harder, and this time 
across the left cheek. Abdullah's head snapped 
sideways. His face burned, and more tears leaked. 
His left ear rang. Father stooped down, leaning in 
so close his dark creased face eclipsed the desert 
and the mountains and the sky altogether. 
Man vs. 
self 
80 
 
   
 
want him to follow when Baba will gave Pari to Wahdati‘s family. 
Baba actually never want to hit Abdullah or treated him like that 
because he was very attached him and when he does it, he blames 
his own self for doing a bad thing to someone he loves. 
2. (02/ATME/2/P.20) 
Table 4.27 
 
The types of conflict that is seen in the data coding 
(02/ATME/2/P.20) is conflict of man against self. The conflict here 
happens to character Abdullah. Abdullah actually wants to tell his 
father that in his heart, his mother had died, and he cannot love his 
stepmother as his own mother, but he couldn‘t tell it it to his father 
because he knew if he spoke that word it would made his father 
angry. In this case, Abdulah against himself not to tell the words he 
thinks in his mind about his stepmother so that there is no 
disputation between him and his father. 
 
 
 
 
 
Coding Data Conflict 
(02/ATME/
2/P.20) 
"You were supposed to stay home," Father said. 
"With your mother and Iqbal. Like I told you to." 
Abdullah thought, She's your wife. My mother, we 
buried. But he knew to stifle those words before 
they came up and out. 
Man vs. self 
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3. (05/ATME/2/P.52) 
Table 4.28 
 
The data above shows the conflict that happens inside of 
Baba Saboor itself after he comes back from Kabul to sell Pari for 
Wahdati‘s family to get money to save his family. Baba Saboor 
feel guilty especially to Abdullah because he is the one who take 
care of Pari since she is baby. He feels like he has hust him so 
much because he separates him with his sister.  Then after that case, 
Baba Saboor always silence, and never spoke to Abdullah anymore. 
Here, Abdullah thinks that Baba Saboor has conflict with his own 
self for what he has done and he blames his own self. 
Khaled Hosseini shows the different formula pattern in this 
novel to show and get the different perspective about response 
characters to conflict that happens in the novel. There are not many 
conflict happens in this novel, and Hosseini shows the character‘s 
response to every conflict that happens not in the form of fight but 
only against it in their mind. 
 
Coding Data Conflict 
(05/ATME/
2/P.52) 
His voice dragged now in a way that Abdullah did 
not remember, as though something weighed on each 
word he spoke. He shrank into long silences, his face 
closed off. He didn't tell stories anymore, had not told 
one since he and Abdullah had returned from Kabul. 
Maybe, Abdullah thought, Father had sold the 
Wahdatis his muse as well. 
Man vs. 
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B. DISCUSSION 
In this discussion, the researcher discusses this study based on the 
research findings above which discusses about types of conflict that occur 
in the three novels of Khaled Hosseini entitled The Kite Runner, A 
Thousand Splendid Suns, and And The Mountains Echoed and the formula 
of presenting conflict that is detectable in his three novels.  
1. Types of Conflict Presents in the Three Novels of Khaled 
Hosseini entitled The Kite Runner, A Thousand Splendid Suns, 
and And The Mountains Echoed. 
The researcher has found from the 9 types of conflict stated 
by Folarin, there are 6 types of conflict appear in the three novels 
of Khaled Hosseini. Those types of conflict are Man against Self, 
Man against Man, Man against Society, Man against Nature, Inter-
group Conflict, and Intra State Conflict. 
Folarin (2015: 2) states that conflict is already happened 
since the time being. It is the most interesting thing in the human 
society. Men must fight even if they do not have the strength to do 
that. It means that as long as men have emotions that have the 
potential to love or hate, to be happy or sad, to be pleased or angry 
they will continue to fight. So long as man has other men around 
him, there will be issues of disagreement, because interest differs 
and interests do clash, which may lead to disagreement or 
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confrontation. Conflict arises for different reasons and there are 
different types of conflict in human society. 
Nicholson in Folarin (2015: 2) also mention that conflict is 
an existing state of disagreement or hostility between two or more 
people. Thus means that conflict may happen between two or more 
people when they have different agreements or perceptions. But 
conflict also can happen within a person itself. When there is no 
one to fight with, men will fight even with their own self when they 
have to struggle against their own self. 
The researcher found there are 127 total data types of 
conflict in the three novels of Khaled Hosseini. Those types include 
of conflict between man vs. self with 22 data, man vs. man with 39 
data, man vs. society with 52 data, man vs. nature with 2 data, 
inter-group conflict with 7 data, and intra state conflict with 5 data. 
The common types of conflict that occur are conflict of man 
against society. Conflict of man against society happens when man 
stands against a man-made institution or practices. These may 
include slavery, human trafficking, child prostitution, human rights 
abuses, bullying, corruption, bad governance, et cetera (Morell in 
Folarin, 2015: 5). Conflict of man against society happens when 
characters struggle against the morays of their culture and 
government. Here, the character has a strong belief against the 
majority of the community or surrounding and decides to act on it. 
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It can be classified as a type of conflict between man vs. society 
when it happens between a character and an outside group. 
In the novels, conflict of man against society happens 
because the characters against the authorities of the society which 
treats them in a really brutal way with rules that only benefits them. 
The characters in the novels will also get a bad treatment from the 
society if they do not obey the rules of the society. They may will 
be killed, or tortured very bad. The conflict that happens to Afghan 
people also about the war between groups who want to take power 
in the society which causes bombing raids, the rockets, the looting 
and raping and killing. 
Based on the analysis in the research findings, the 
researcher concludes that conflict of man against society becomes 
the most dominant type of conflict found in the three novels of 
Khaled Hosseini. Conflict of man against society becomes the most 
dominant types of conflict found in the three novels because those 
three novels tell about Afghanistan as the main theme in the novels. 
The novels tell much about Afghan society, Afghan people, and 
war in Afghanistan. Hosseini shows so many conflict happens to 
characters in the novels and how they struggle against those 
conflict that happens to them.  
However, the researcher also found total data in each novel. 
From 127 data found in the three novels of Khaled Hosseini, 40 
data are found in The Kite Runner novel, and 63 data are found in A 
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Thousand Splendid Suns, and the 24 data are found in And The 
Mountains Echoed novel. Thus, based on the total data found in 
each novel, the most types of conflict happens in A Thousand 
Splendid Suns novel with 63 total data. It happens because Hosseini 
presents this novel with focuses on the conflict that happens to 
characters and how they struggle to survive and solve those 
conflicts. 
2. What is Formula of Presenting Conflict is Detectable from the 
Three Novels of Khaled Hosseini entitled The Kite Runner, A 
Thousand Splendid Suns, and And The Mountains Echoed. 
The researcher found the formula pattern Hosseini uses to 
present his three novels based on the analysis of intrinsic elements 
of the novels and types of conflict that occurs in his three novels. 
Formula as defined by Cawelti is a conventional system for 
structuring cultural products. It can be defined as a structural 
pattern which embodies a universal life pattern or myth in the 
materials of language (2001: 205). Formula considered as a way an 
author presents their works in conventional way. They have a 
structural pattern in presenting their works. The formula can be 
used to describe the elements of those literary works in structural 
ways. With those formulas they have, they will show their 
characteristic and their identity as their pattern through their works.  
Thus means that formula is used to show how the way the author 
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treats something in a conventional way. A structural pattern here 
means that the author will use a repeating pattern in the elements of 
their works. 
The researcher found Khaled Hosseini‘s pattern in 
presenting his three novels through the analysis of intrinsic 
elements in the novels. The researcher found the setting formula in 
these three novels. Hosseini uses Afghanistan as the setting of 
place in his three novels and all these three novels set in 
Afghanistan in the 19s century. The Kite Runner and A Thousand 
Splendid Suns set in Afghanistan in 1970s, while And The 
Mountains Echoed novel set in 1952. All his three novels have the 
formula pattern in the setting of place and setting of time. 
Hosseini also shows the same theme of his three novels 
which tell about conflict happened in Afghanistan, the condition of 
Afghan society in the middle of the war that happened there, and 
the impact of those social conflicts to characters in the novel. The 
other intrinsic elements which show the formula pattern is 
characters. Hosseini rises the characters such as Hassan, Amir, 
Laila, Mariam, Abdullah, and Pari who have the characterization of 
struggle with the condition of the society, against the brutality of 
authorities in the society and survive for their life. 
The formula pattern is also seen from the way Hosseini 
rises plot of the novels. The way he presents the opening of the 
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novels and how he introduces the characters who lived in 
Afghanistan with its condition before the war happened. Then  the 
conflicts appear, the way the society treat them in a brutal way, and 
how they must struggle against the society to survive for their life. 
But in And The Mountains Echoed, Hosseini Hosseini presents a 
plot twist where he does not show much struggle from the character 
to against the society. It happens because Hosseini wants to keep 
the formula fresh and interesting with an unexpected solution. 
The researcher also found Hosseini‘s formula from analysis 
of the types of conflict happens in his three novels. The researcher 
found there are 127 total data types of conflict in the three novels 
of Khaled Hosseini. Those types include of conflict between man 
vs. self with 22 data, man vs. man with 39 data, man vs. society 
with 52 data, man vs. nature with 2 data, inter-group conflict with 7 
data, and intra state conflict with 5 data. 
Based on analysis of the formula and the total data found in 
the novels, the researcher concludes that the formula Khaled 
Hosseini uses to present conflict in his novels is showing conflict 
of man vs. society as the dominant conflict happens in his two 
novels, The Kite Runner and A Thousand Splendid Suns, and it 
follows with types of conflict between man vs. man, man vs. self, 
inter group conflict, and the last is man vs. nature. This pattern 
appears in the way he presents his two novels. 
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The conflict of man vs. society becomes the most dominant 
conflict happens in his two novels with 18 data in The Kite Runner 
and 30 data in A Thousand Splendid Suns novel. It happens because 
Hosseini wants to arise conflict in Afghanistan as his formula 
pattern. He wants to show how the characters in the novels must 
struggle against the authorities of the society who treat them in a 
very brutal way. He also presents conflict of ethnicity in 
Afghanistan. He shows that there are several ethnics in Afghanistan, 
some of them are Pashtun and Hazara. Pashtun is the richest and 
the majority ethnic while Hazara is the minority and the poorest 
ethnic in Afghanistan. In this case, Pasthun always treat Hazara in a 
very bad way because they consider that land of Afghanistan 
belongs to them. The authorities of the society also treat them in a 
very brutal way because they assume that Hazara is not proper to 
be respected. Hosseini shows his identity of writing novels through 
the story about Afghanistan and the conflicts happened in 
Afghanistan which is really interesting to read. 
But in And The Mountains Echoed novel, Hosseini does not 
put conflict of man vs. society as the dominant types of conflict 
happens in the novel, but the most dominant types of conflict found 
in this novel is conflict between man vs. self with 7 total data. It 
happens because Hosseini wants to show his formula pattern from 
the perspective of invention. As defined by Nachbar and Lause 
(1992: 417) a popular story formula consists of two boards 
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categorizes of elements, which can be termed convention and 
invention. Convention is a familiar thing such as a well known plot 
and character based on the cultural heritage, while invention is 
something new, the special twist which the author applies to make 
the formula fresh and interesting. 
The formula pattern Hosseini presents in his two novels, 
The Kite Runner and A Thousand Splendid Suns are convention. 
Thus, the plot and the types of conflict happen in the novels are 
same and very well known. But in And The Mountains Echoed 
novel, Hosseini applies an invention formula pattern. Thus, he 
presents a plot twist in this novel where he does not show much 
conflict of man vs. society because he change the way the character 
act to the conflict happen to them. The character in the novel does 
not against the society in the form of fight, thus the most dominant 
conflicts happen in this novel is conflict of man vs. self. It happens 
because Hosseini wants to show a special twist in his work to keep 
his formula fresh and interesting. It‘s the way he applies his 
formula pattern in the term of convention and invention. 
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
After searching and explaining the types of conflict and the formula of 
presenting conflict Hosseini uses to presents his three novels entitled The Kite 
Runner, A Thousand Splendid Suns, and And The Mountains Echoed, the 
researcher goes to the conclusion. This chapter presents conclusions and 
suggestions related to what the researcher has analyzed and discussed in 
chapter IV. 
A. CONCLUSIONS 
Based on the analysis of types of conflict and the formula of preseting 
conflict Hosseini uses to presents his three novels, the researcher has drawn 
the conclusions as follows: 
1. The researcher has found from the 9 types of conflict stated by 
Folarin, there are 6 types of conflict appear in the three novels of 
Khaled Hosseini. Those types of conflict are Man against Self, 
Man against Man, Man against Society, Man against Nature, Inter-
group Conflict, and Intra State Conflict. There are 127 total data 
types of conflict the researcher has found. 22 data are classified as 
conflict between man vs. self, 39 data are classified as conflict of 
man vs. man, 52 data are classified as conflict of man vs. society, 
2 data are classified as conflict of man vs. nature, the 7 data are 
classified as inter-group conflict and 5 data are classified as intra 
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state conflict. It indicates that the common type of conflict that 
happens in Khaled Hosseini‘s novel is conflict between man vs. 
society. Conflict of man against society becomes the most 
dominant types of conflict found in the three novels because those 
three novels tell about Afghanistan as the main theme in the 
novels. The novels tell much about Afghan society, Afghan people, 
and war in Afghanistan. Hosseini shows so many conflict happens 
to characters in the novels and how they struggle against those 
conflict that happens to them. 
However the researcher also found the total data types of conflict 
in each novel. 40 data are found in The Kite Runner novel, 63 data 
are found in A Thousand Splendid Suns, and the 24 data are found 
in And The Mountains Echoed novel. It indicates that the most 
types of conflict happens in A Thousand Splendid Suns novel with 
63 total data. Thus happens because Hosseini presents this novel 
with focuses to the conflict that happens to characters and how 
they struggle to survive and solve those conflicts. 
2. There are 127 total data types of conflict found in the three novels 
of Khaled Hosseini. Those types include of conflict between man 
vs. self with 22 data, man vs. man with 39 data, man vs. society 
with 52 data, man vs. nature with 2 data, inter-group conflict with 
7 data, and intra state conflict with 5 data. The data shows that 
conflict of man against society becomes the most dominant 
conflict found in the two novels which indicates that Khaled 
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Hosseini‘s formula of presenting conflict in his two novels are 
showing convention formula which means that the plot and the 
types of conflict happen in the novels are same and very well 
known. Then, in And The Mountains Echoed novel, Hosseini 
applies an invention formula pattern with a plot twist to keep his 
formula fresh and interesting. Thus, the formula pattern Hosseini 
applies in his three novels are in the term of convention and 
invention. 
B. SUGGESTIONS 
The researcher found 127 data of analysis include 6 types of conflict. 
40 data are found in The Kite Runner novel, and 63 data are found in A 
Thousand Splendid Suns, and the 24 data are found in And The Mountains 
Echoed novel. The most dominant conflict found in the three novels of 
Khaled Hosseini is conflict between man vs. society. Based on the conclusion 
of analysis types of conflict and formula of presenting conflict in the three 
novels of Hosseini above, the suggestions can be drawn as follows: 
1. For The Readers 
The researcher hopes that the readers would understand more 
about types of conflict and the formula of presenting conflict 
analysis in a literary work. Knowing about conflict that happens in 
someone‘s life is important because someone maybe has the same 
conflict that has happened, and there will be something we can 
learn from those conflicts. KhaledHosseini‘s novels are also very 
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interesting to read, we could know the formula he uses to present 
his novels and there are so many moral values we can take from 
the story. 
 
2. For The Next Researcher 
This research can be used as a reference for doing the research 
related to the types of conflict and formula of presenting conflict 
that happens in a literary work. The result of this thesis can help 
the next researchers who want to study or analyze the types of 
conflict that happens in Khaled Hosseini‘s novel and the formula 
of presenting conflict Hosseini uses to present his works. By 
reading this research, the researcher hopes that the next researcher 
can develop their knowledge about types of conflict, formula of 
presenting conflict, and Khaled Hosseini‘s novels. 
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No
. 
Coding Data Conflict Explanation Valid
ation 
   M 
Vs. 
Se 
M 
Vs. 
M 
M 
Vs. 
So 
M 
Vs. 
N 
Man 
vs 
God 
/FC 
I 
G 
C 
Ia 
S 
C 
Ie 
S 
C 
G 
C 
  
1.
 
(01/TKR/ 
2/P.8) 
He handed his cigarette 
to the guy next to him, 
made a circle with the 
thumb and index finger 
of one hand. Poked the 
middle finger of his other 
hand through the circle. 
Poked it in and out. ―I 
knew your mother, did 
you know that? I knew 
her real good. I took her 
from behind by that 
creek over there.‖ 
The soldier laughed. One 
of them made a squealing 
sound. I told Hassan to 
   
V 
      The conflict 
between Hassan 
and the Soviet 
soldier when they 
justice Hassan 
because he was a 
Hazara, the 
minority ethnic in 
Afghanistan, so 
they didn‘t 
appropriate to be 
respected. The 
soldier was group 
that took power in 
the society and 
government, so 
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keep walking, keep 
walking. 
―What a tight little 
sugary cunt she had!‖ the 
soldier was saying, 
shaking hands with the 
other, grinning. Later in 
the dark, after the movie 
had started, I heard 
Hassan next to me, 
croaking. Tears were 
sliding down his cheeks. 
anyone in the 
country must 
obeyed their 
rules, and if they 
didn‘t, they would 
be killed in a 
brutally way 
without any 
reason and 
responsibility. 
2. (02/TKR/2/P.
9) 
They called him ―flat-
nosed‖ because Ali and 
Hassan‘s characteristic 
Hazara Mongoloid 
features. 
   
V 
      The way the 
society 
considered Ali 
and Hassan as a 
Hazara. Here, Ali 
and Hassan must 
struggle against 
every stereotype 
and indignity 
from the society. 
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3. (03/TKR/2/P.
10) 
―This is a husband?‖ she 
would sneer. I have seen 
old donkeys better suited 
to be husband.‖ 
  
V 
       This was the 
conflict between 
Ali and Sanaubar 
where she 
couldn‘t accept 
his husband 
because of his 
appearance and 
she never 
respected him. 
Then Ali had to 
struggle to be 
patience to safe 
their marriage. 
 
V 
4. (04/TKR/2/P.
11) 
– the moment Sanaubar 
had given birth to Hassan 
– ―There,‖ she had said. 
―Now you have your 
own idiot child to do all 
your smiling for you!‖ 
She had refused to even 
hold Hassan, and just 
five days later, she was 
  
V 
       As a wife, 
Sanaubar never 
respect his 
husband and 
when she had 
given birth to 
Hassan, She had 
refused to even 
hold Hassan, and 
just five days 
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gone. later, she was 
gone. 
5. (05/TKR/ 
3/P.16) 
But despite Baba‘s 
success, people were 
always doubting him. 
They told Baba that 
running a business 
wasn‘t in his blood and 
he should study law like 
his father. So Baba 
proved them all wrong 
by not only running his 
own business but 
becoming one of the 
richest merchants in 
Kabul. 
   
V 
      The conflict 
between Baba and 
the society. How 
the society 
doubting him for 
his success. Here, 
Baba struggle 
against people in 
the society who 
always doubting 
him for his 
success. 
 
V 
6. (06/TKR/4/P.
27) 
 
The curious thing was, I 
never thought of Hassan 
and me as friend either. 
Not in the usual sense, 
anyhow. 
 
V 
        Amir felt as he 
had lied to 
himself, because 
he always did 
everything and 
played anytime 
with Hassan, but 
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in Amir‘s mind he 
actually never 
thought Hassan as 
his friend because 
in fact, Hassan 
was only his 
servant‘s son and 
he was only a 
Hazara. 
7. (07/TKR/ 
5/P.42) 
Of all of the 
neighborhood boys who 
tortured Ali, Assef was 
by far the most relentless. 
He was, in fact, the 
originator of Babalu jerr, 
Hey, Babalu, who did 
you eat today? Huh? 
Come on, Babalu, give us 
a smile! And on days 
when he felt particularly 
inspired, he spiced up his 
badgering a little, Hey, 
you flat –nosed Babalu, 
who did you eat today? 
  
V 
       The conflict 
between Assef 
and Ali, where 
Assef mocked Ali 
for his appearance 
as Hazara. 
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Tell us, you slant-eyed 
donkey! 
8. (08/TKR/7/P.
79) 
―But before you sacrifice 
yourself for him, think 
about this: Would he do 
the same for you? Have 
you ever wondered why 
he never includes you in 
game when he has 
guests? Why he only 
plays with you when no 
one else is around? I‘ll 
tell you why, Hazara. 
Because to him, you‘re 
nothing but an ugly pet. 
Something he can play 
with when he‘s bored, 
something he can kick 
when he‘s angry. Don‘t 
ever fool yourself and 
think you‘re something 
more.‖( 
 
V 
        What Assef had 
told to Hassan 
made him thought 
about his role for 
Amir. The words 
really disturb him 
because he never 
mattered it before 
about how worth 
he was for Amir, 
the one that really 
meant to him. 
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9. (09/TKR/7/P.
83) 
Assef knelt behind 
Hassan, put his hands on 
Hassan‘s hips and lifted 
his bare buttocks. He 
kept one hand on 
Hassan‘s back and undid 
his own belt buckle with 
his free hand. He 
unzipped his jeans. 
Dropped his underwear. 
He positioned himself 
behind Hassan. 
  
V 
       The conflict 
between Assef 
and Hassan when 
Hassan was raped 
by Assef. 
 
V 
10. (010/TKR/7/
P.84) 
I had one last chance to 
make a decision. One 
final opportunity to 
decide who I was going 
to be. I could step into 
that alley, stand up for 
Hassan—the way he‘d 
stood up for me all those 
times in the past—and 
accept whatever would 
happen to me. Or I could 
 
V 
        The conflict 
inside Amir‘s 
head who have to 
choose between 
saved Hassan or 
ran away. 
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run. 
In the end, I ran. 
11. (011/TKR/7/
P.85) 
 
I actually aspired to 
cowardice, because the 
alternative, the real 
reason I was running, 
was that Assef was right: 
Nothing was free in this 
world. Maybe Hassan 
was the price I had to 
pay, the lamb I had to 
slay, to win Baba. Was it 
fair price? The answer 
floated my conscious 
mind before I could 
thwart it: he was just a 
Hazara, wasn‘t he? 
 
V 
        Amir want to help 
Hassan when he 
was raped by 
Assef, but he 
thought about the 
bad thing that 
would happen to 
him if he help 
Hassan. Then, 
Amir didn‘t help 
Hassan and just 
run away. In his 
mind Hassan is 
not his friend but 
only his servant, 
and only a hazara, 
so what‘s for he 
sacrifice himself 
only for a hazara. 
 
V 
12. (012/TKR/9/ Baba came right out and          The conflict when  
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P.114) asked. ―Did you steal that 
money? Did you steal 
Amir‘s watch, Hassan?‖ 
Hassan‘s reply was a 
single word, delivered in 
a thin, raspy voices: 
―Yes.‖ 
V Amir accused 
Hassan and his 
father for stealing 
his watch and his 
money just to 
make them leave 
the house. 
V 
13. (013/TKR/ 
10/P.125) 
Said the soldier wanted a 
half hour with the lady in 
the back of the truck. The 
young woman pulled the 
shawl down over her 
face. Burst into tears. 
The toodler sitting in her 
husband‘s lap started 
crying too. …………. 
―It‘s his price for letting 
us pass,‖ Karim said. 
   
V 
      Conflict that 
happened to the 
women in 
Afghanistan, 
where they have 
to follow what the 
soldier want as 
the authorities of 
the society. 
 
V 
14. (014/TKR/12
/P.178) 
 
I owed her the truth on 
this one. I couldn‘t lie to 
her and say that my 
pride, my iftikhar, wasn‘t 
 
V 
        In the day when 
Amir and Soraya 
would marry, 
Soraya told Amir 
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stung at all that she had 
been with a man, 
whereas I had never 
taken a woman to bed. It 
did bother me a bit, but I 
had pondered this quite a 
lot in the weeks before I 
asked Baba to go 
khastegari. 
about her past, 
Amir said it little 
bother him, but in 
his mind he 
thought hard 
about that thing. 
But finally he just 
realize that people 
may have their 
past, but how 
could people 
chastise someone 
for their past, he 
also had his own 
past which he 
couldn‘t tell it to 
anyone. 
15. (015/TKR/15
/P.214) 
The conversation 
inevitably turned to the 
Taliban. 
―Is it as bad as I hear?‖ I 
said. ―Nay, it worse. 
Much worse,‖ he 
   
V 
      The Taliban is an 
Islamic 
fundamentalist 
group that ruled 
Afghanistan, they 
were 
predominantly 
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said.‖They don‘t let you 
be human.‖ He pointed to 
a scar above his right eye 
cutting a crooked path 
through his bushy 
eyebrow. ―I was at a 
soccer game in Ghazi 
Stadium in 1998. Kabul 
against Mazar-i-Sharif, I 
think, and by the way the 
players weren‘t allowed 
to wear shorts. Indecent 
exposure, I guess.‖ He 
gave a tired laugh. 
―Anyway, Kabul scored 
a goal and the man next 
to me cheered loudly. 
Suddenly this young 
bearded fellow who was 
patrolling the aisles, 
eighteen years old at 
most by the look of him, 
he walked up to me and 
struck me on the 
Pashtun,. Here 
people in 
Afghanistan must 
obey them and 
they were below 
the power of 
Taliban. Here was 
the conflict that 
happened to 
Rahim Khan as 
the one who was 
tortured by the 
Taliban. 
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forehead with the butt of 
his Kalashnikov. ‗Do that 
again and I‘ll cutout your 
tongue, you old donkey!‘ 
he said.‖ Rahim Khan 
rubbed the scar with a 
gnarled finger. ―I was old 
enough o be his 
grandfather and I was 
sitting there, blood 
gushing down my face, 
apologizing to that son of 
a dog.‖ 
16. (016/TKR/ 
17/P.233) 
Amir agha, 
Alas the Afghanistan of 
our youth is long dead. 
Kindness is gone from 
the land and you cannot 
escape the killings. 
Always the killings. In 
Kabul, fear is 
everywhere, in the 
streets, in the stadium, in 
   
V 
      Conflict between 
men and the 
brutal rules of the 
society. Here 
Hassan and his 
wife as the one 
who were 
oppressed by the 
Taliban. 
 
V 
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the markets, it is a part of 
our lives here, Amir 
agha. The savages who 
rule our watan don‘t  
care about human 
decency. The other day, I 
accompanied Farzana jan 
to the bazaar to buy some 
potatoes and naan. She 
asked the vendor how 
much the potatoes cost, 
but he did not hear her, I 
think he had a deaf ear. 
So she asked louder and 
suddenly a young Talib 
ran over and hit her on 
the thighs with his 
wooden stick. He struck 
her so hard she fell 
down. He was screaming 
at her and cursing and 
saying the Ministry of 
Vice and Virtue does not 
allow women to speak 
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loudly. She had a large 
purple bruise on her legs 
for days but what could I 
do except stand and 
watch my wife get 
beaten? If I fought, that 
dog would have surely 
put a bullet in me, and 
gladly! Then what would 
happen to my Sohrab? 
The streets are full 
enough already of hungry 
orphans and……. 
17. (017/TKR/23
/P.327) 
 
Your father, like you, was 
a tortured soul, Rahim 
Khan had written. Maybe 
so. We had both sinned 
and betrayed. 
 
 
V 
        When Amir find 
out that his father 
had lied to him 
about Hassan and 
him was a 
brother, he hate 
his father so 
much, but he just 
realized that 
anyone can make 
a mistake, and 
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also him. 
18. (018/TKR/17
/P.236) 
The Talibs said he was a 
liar and a thief like all 
Hazaras and ordered him 
to get his family out of 
the house by sundown. 
Hassan protested. But my 
neighbor said the Talibs 
were looking at the big 
house like-how did he 
say it?-yes, like ‗wolves 
looking at a flock of 
sheep.‘ They told Hassan 
they would be moving in 
to supposedly keep it 
safe until I return. Hassan 
protested again. So they 
took him to the street-― 
―No,‖ I breathed. 
―-and order him to kneel-
― 
   
 
   
V 
   This is a conflict 
between the 
Taliban and 
Hazara‘s family. 
And the character 
who 
representative 
those Hazara is 
Hassan and his 
family. When the 
Taliban knew 
they live in a big 
house in the city, 
the Taliban felt 
angry because 
they would not let 
any Hazara live in 
a big house in the 
city because they 
were as a poorest 
and minority 
ethnic in 
Afghanistan so 
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―No. God, no.‖ 
―-and shot him in the 
back of the head.‖ 
―No.‖ 
―-Farzana came 
screaming and attacked 
them-― 
―No.‖ 
―-shot her too. Self-
defense, they claimed 
later-― 
they didn‘t proper 
to have it. The 
Taliban tried to 
drive out them 
from the house, 
but when Hassan 
told that he lived 
there with his best 
friend, the 
Taliban claimed it 
and blamed 
Hassan was a liar, 
and finally they 
killed Hassan and 
his wife, so that 
they can took the 
house. 
19. (019/TKR/17
/P.237) 
―The Taliban moved into 
the house,‖ Rahim Khan 
said. ―The pretext was 
they had evicted a 
trespasser. Hassan‘s and 
Farzana‘s murders were 
dismissed as a case of 
   
V 
      The conflict that 
happened to 
Hassan and 
Farzana against 
the authorities of 
the society which 
was to brutal to 
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self-defense. No one said 
a word about it. Most of 
it was fear of the Taliban, 
I think. But no one was 
going to risk anything for 
a pair of Hazara 
servants.‖ 
all people in the 
society only to get 
what they wanted. 
20. (020/TKR/ 
17/P.237) 
―What did they do to 
Sohrab?‖ I asked. I felt 
tired, drained. A 
coughing fit gripped 
Rahim Khan and went on 
for a long time. When he 
finally looked up, his 
face was flushed and his 
eyes bloodshot. ―I heard 
he‘s in an orphanage 
somewhere in Karteh-
Seh. ……………… 
―I want you to go to 
Kabul. I want you to 
bring Sohrab here,‖ he 
   
V 
      After killed 
Hassan and his 
wife, the Taliban 
sent Sohrab, 
Hassan‘s son, to 
the orphanage. 
Here, the one who 
had to struggle 
against the 
brutality of the 
Taliban was 
Sohrab. 
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said. 
21. (021/TKR/ 
19/P.249) 
At fourteen, he and his 
father had joined the 
jihad against the 
Shorawi. They had 
fought in the Panjsher 
Valley for two years until 
helicopter gunfire had 
torn the older man to 
pieces. Farid had two 
wives and five children. 
―He used to have seven,‖ 
Rahin Khan said with a 
rueful look, but he‘d lost 
his two youngest girls a 
few years earlier in a 
land mine blast just 
outside Jalalabad, the 
same explosion that had 
severed toes from his feet 
and three fingers from 
his left hand. After that, 
he had moved his wives 
and children to 
   
V 
      The conflict that 
someone had to 
face when they 
fight the society. 
How the one who 
take power of the 
society killed 
people and their 
family brutally 
and unreasonable. 
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Peshawar. 
22. (022/TKR/19
/P.256) 
―It‘s always the same 
thing,‖ Farid said. ―Sell 
this land, sell the house, 
collect the money, and 
run away like a mouse. 
Go back to America, 
spend the money on a 
family vacation to 
Mexico.‖ 
―Farid!‖ Wahid roared. 
His children, and even 
Farid, flinched. ―Have 
you forgotten your 
manners? 
  
V 
       Wahid was angry 
with Farid 
because he didn‘t 
respect Amir as 
Wahid guest and 
accused him that 
what‘s bring him 
to Afghanistan is 
only to sell his 
father‘s land. 
 
V 
23. (023/TKR/ 
20/P.277) 
―There is a Talib 
official,‖ he muttered. 
―He visits once every 
month or two. He brings 
cash with him, not a lot, 
but better than nothing at 
all.‖ His shifty eyes feel 
   
V 
      The Taliban took 
child from the 
orphanage. 
Zaman as the 
director of the 
orphanage, he 
should take care 
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on me, rolled away. 
―Usually he‘ll take a girl. 
But not always.‖ 
of the child but he 
couldn‘t against 
the power of the 
Taliban as the 
group that take 
control in the 
society. 
24. (024/TKR/ 
20/P.277) 
―Farid, sit down! Let it 
go!‖ I said. But I was too 
late. Because suddenly 
Farid was leaping over 
the table. Zaman‘s chair 
went flying as Farid fell 
on him and pinned him to 
the floor. 
  
V 
       Farid fought 
Zaman because 
he letting the 
Taliban brought 
the children from 
the orphanage. 
 
V 
25. (025/TKR/21
/P.280) 
A few blocks north of 
Pashtunistan Square, 
Farid pointed to two men 
talking animatedly at a 
busy street corner. One 
of them was hobbling on 
one leg, his other leg 
amputated below the 
   
V 
      How people have 
to survived, in the 
middle of 
problems in the 
society. 
 
V 
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knee. He cradled an 
artificial leg in his arms. 
―You know what they‘re 
doing? Haggling over the 
leg.‖ 
―He‘s selling his leg?‖ 
Farid nooded. ―You can 
get good money for it on 
the black market. Feed 
your kids for a couple of 
weeks.‖ 
26. (026/TKR/ 
21/P.287) 
……… We talked for a 
while. He told me about 
growing up in Mazar-i-
Sharif , in Jalalabad. He 
told me about a time 
shortly after he and his 
father joined the jihad 
and fought the Shorawi 
in the Panjsher Valley. 
They were stranded 
without food and ate 
   
V 
      How people 
survived when 
they joined the 
jihad to fight the 
authority of the 
society. 
 
V 
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locust to survive. He told 
me of the day helicopter 
gunfire killed his father, 
of the day the land mine 
took his two daughters. 
He asked me about 
America. I told him that 
in America you could 
step into a grocery store 
and buy any of fifteen or 
twenty different types of 
cereal. 
27. (027/TKR/22
/P.306) 
The next night, he'd pick 
someone else. One night, 
he picked me. It couldn't 
have come at a worse 
time. I'd been peeing 
blood for three days. 
Kidney stones. And if 
you've never had one, 
believe me when I say it's 
the worst imaginable 
pain. My mother used to 
get them too, and I 
   
V 
      Jail was one of 
the institution in 
the government, 
here Assef, as the 
character must 
struggle against 
the unfair 
treatment of that 
institution. 
 
V 
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remember she told me 
once she'd rather give 
birth than pass a kidney 
stone. Anyway, what 
could I do? They dragged 
me out and he started 
kicking me. He had knee-
high boots with steel toes 
that he wore every night 
for his little kicking 
game, and he used them 
on me. I was screaming 
and screaming and he 
kept kicking me and 
then, suddenly, he kicked 
me on the left kidney and 
the stone passed. Just like 
that! Oh, the relief!" 
Assef laughed. 
28. (028/TKR/22
/P.311) 
Sohrab screaming. 
Fingers grasping my hair, 
pulling my head back, 
the twinkle of stainless 
steel. Here they come. 
  
V 
       The battle 
between Amir 
and Assef. Assef 
asked Amir to 
fight with him if 
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That snapping sound yet 
again, now my nose. 
Bitting down in pain, 
noticing how my teeth 
didn‘t align like they 
used to. Getting kicked. 
Sohrab screaming. 
I don‘t know at what 
point I started laughing. 
But I did. It hurt to laugh, 
hurt my jaws, my ribs, 
my throat. But I was 
laughing and laughing. 
And the harder I laughed, 
the harder he kicked me, 
punched me, scratched 
me. 
he wanted to get 
Sohrab back. 
29. (029/TKR/23
/P.328) 
―I don‘t think you‘ll be 
safe here for long,‖ Farid 
said. He lowered his 
voice. ―The Taliban have 
friends here. They will 
   
V 
      The conflict that 
happened to Amir 
after he fight one 
of the member of 
Taliban, then the 
Taliban try to find 
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start looking for you.‖ 
―I think they already may 
have,‖ I murmured. 
him and he have 
to struggle to be 
safe. 
30. (30/TKR/24/
P.342) 
―You must miss your 
parents very much,‖ I 
said. I wondered if he‘d 
seen the Taliban drag his 
parents out into the 
street. I hoped he hadn‘t. 
……………….. 
I thought of a line I‘d 
read somewhere, or 
maybe I‘d heard 
someone say it: There are 
a lot of children in 
Afghanistan, but little 
childhood. 
   
V 
      The conflict that 
have to face by 
Sohrab after his 
family was killed 
by the Taliban. 
 
V 
31. (031/TKR/24
/P.356) 
―I‘m sorry?‖ 
―Your petition to adopt 
this young fellow. Give it 
up. That‘s my advice to 
   
V 
      How Amir have 
to struggle against 
the law of the 
society to fight 
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you.‖ 
……………… 
―His parents were 
executed in the street. 
The neighbors saw it,‖ I 
said, glad we were 
speaking in English. 
―You have death 
certificates?‖ 
―Death certificates? This 
is Afghanistan we‘re 
talking about. Most 
people there don‘t have 
birth certificates.‖ 
His glassy eyes didn‘t so 
much as blink. ―I don‘t 
make the laws, sir. Your 
outrage notwithstanding, 
you still need to prove 
the parents are decreased. 
The boy has to be 
for Sohrab‘s 
better life. 
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declared a legal orphan.‖ 
―But-― 
―You wanted the long 
answer and I‘m giving it 
to you. Your next 
problem is that you need 
the cooperation of the 
child‘s country of origin. 
Now, that‘s difficult 
under the best of 
circumstances, and, to 
quote you, this is 
Afghanistan we‘re 
talking about. We don‘t 
have an American 
embassy in Kabul. That 
makes things extremely 
complicated. Just about 
impossible.‖ 
―What are you saying, 
that I should throw him 
back on the streets?‖ I 
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said. 
32. (032/TKR/ 
24/P.363) 
But it‘s kids like Sohrab 
who need a home the 
most,‖ I said. ―These 
rules and regulations 
don‘t make any sense to 
me. 
―You‘re preaching to the 
choir, Amir,‖ he said. 
―But the fact is, take 
current immigration 
laws, adoption agency, 
policies, and the political 
situation in Afghanistan, 
and the deck is stacked 
against you.‖ 
   
V 
      The conflict that 
happened to Amir 
because of the 
rules and 
regulations of the 
society which 
didn‘t let Amir to 
adopt Sohrab. 
 
V 
33. (033/TKR/24
/P.367) 
―Mr. Faisal thinks there 
is a way I can take you to 
America with me,‖ I 
said. 
…………… 
   
V 
      The conflict here 
happens to 
Sohrab. Amir 
tried to adopt 
him, but if he 
wanted to adopt 
 
V 
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―Well, Mr. Faisal thinks 
that it would really help 
if we could …. If we 
could ask you to stay in a 
home for kids for a 
while.‖ 
―Home for kids?‖ he 
said, his smiling fading. 
―You mean an 
orphanage?‖ 
―No,‖ he said. ―No, 
please.‖ 
―Sohrab, it would be for 
just a little while. I 
promise.‖ 
―You promised you‘d 
never put me in one of 
those places, Amir agha,‖ 
he said. His voice was 
breaking, tears pooling in 
his eyes. I felt like a 
him as his son, he 
had to have an 
adopt certificates, 
and they can have 
it if Sohrab can 
stay in an 
orphanage. But 
here, he against to 
do that because he 
has bad 
experiences of 
living in an 
orphanage. Here, 
the conflict is 
happens between 
Sohrab and the 
society where he 
stand against the 
rules of the 
government. 
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prick. 
34. (034/TKR/25
/P.384) 
In the end, Sohrab never 
accepted my offer. Nor 
did he decline it. But he 
knew that when the 
bandages were removed 
and the hospital garments 
returned, he was just 
another homeless Hazara 
orphan. 
  
V 
       Sohrab was 
disappointed with 
Amir because he 
had promised he 
would never 
brought Sohrab to 
an orphanage 
anymore, but he 
told about it 
again, and in he 
end he never 
accepted Amir‘s 
offer. 
 
V 
35. (035/TKR/25
/P.389) 
The skirting finally came 
to an end over dinner 
when the general put 
down his fork and said, 
―So, Amir jan, you‘re 
going to tell us why you 
have brought back this 
boy with you?‖ 
  
V 
       The conflict that 
Amir and his 
family have to 
face when the 
neighbors asked 
about the boy 
who lived in their 
house. 
 
V 
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―Iqbal jan! What sort of 
question is that?‖ Khala 
Jamila said. 
―While you‘re busy 
knitting sweaters, my 
dear, I have to deal with 
the community‘s 
perception of our family. 
People will ask. They 
will want to know why 
there is a Hazara boy 
living with our daughter. 
What do I tell them?‖ 
Soraya dropped her 
spoon. Turned on her 
father. ―You can tell 
them—‖ 
―It‘s okay, Soraya,‖ I 
said, taking her hand. 
―It‘s okay. General Sahib 
is quite right. People will 
ask.‖ 
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―Amir—‖ she began. 
―It‘s all right.‖ I turned to 
the general. ―You see, 
General Sahib, my father 
slept with his servant‘s 
wife. She bore him a son 
named Hassan. Hassan is 
dead now. That boy 
sleeping on the couch is 
Hassan‘s son. He‘s my 
nephew. That‘s what you 
tell people when they 
ask.‖ 
36. (036/TKR/25
/P.390) 
―And one more thing, 
General Sahib,‖ I said. 
―You will never again 
refer to him as ‗Hazara 
boy‘ in my presence. He 
has a name and it‘s 
Sohrab.‖ 
No one said anything for 
the remainder of the 
  
V 
       The conflict 
between Amir 
and General 
Sahib, his parent-
in-law when he 
called Sohrab a 
Hazara, that 
would hurt 
Sohrab and make 
Amir angry to 
 
V 
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meal. hear that word. 
37. (037/TKR/2/
P.10) 
An entire chapter 
dedicated to Hasssan‘s 
people! In it, I read that 
my people, the Pashtuns, 
had persecuted and 
oppressed the Hazaras. It 
said the Hazaras had 
tried to rise against the 
Pashtuns in the 
nineteenth century, but 
the Pashtuns had 
―quelled them with 
unspeakable violence.‖ 
The book said that my 
people had killed the 
Hazaras, driven them 
from their lands, burned 
their homes, and sold 
their women. The book 
said part of the reason 
Pashtuns had oppressed 
the Hazaras was that 
Pashtuns were Sunni 
      
V 
   Inter Group 
Conflict. 
The conflicts 
between Pashtuns 
and Hazara, the 
different ethnic 
and social class in 
Afghanistan and 
how the Pashtuns 
as the high class 
took power in the 
society, and the 
society wes below 
their law treated 
the Hazara as the 
lower class. The 
Hazara must 
struggle from 
their persecution 
and oppression. 
 
V 
131 
 
   
 
Muslims, while Hazaras 
were Shi‘a. the book said 
a lot of things I didn‘t 
know, things my teachers 
hadn‘t mentioned. Things 
Baba hadn‘t mentioned 
either. It also said some 
things I did know, like 
that people called 
Hazaras mice-eating, 
flat-nosed, load-carrying 
donkeys. I had heard 
some of the kids in the 
neighborhood yell those 
names to Hassan. 
38. (038/TKR/15
/P.215) 
Rahim Khan told me 
how, when the Northern 
Alliance took over Kabul 
between 1992 and 1996, 
different factions claimed 
different parts of Kabul. 
―If you went from the 
Shar-e-Nau section to 
Kerteh-Parwan to buy a 
      
V 
   Inter Group 
Conflict between 
Afghan people 
and Taliban. The 
risked that maybe 
would happened 
to Afghan people 
if they out of the 
house, and this is 
 
V 
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carpet, you risked getting 
shot by a sniper or 
getting blown up by a 
rocket-if you got past all 
the checkpoints, that was. 
You practically needed a 
visa to go from one 
neighborhood to other. 
So people just stayed put, 
prayed the next rocket 
wouldn‘t hit their home.‖ 
He told me how people 
knocked holes in the 
walls of their homes so 
they could bypass the 
dangerous streets and 
would move down the 
block from hole to hole. 
In other parts, people 
moved about in 
underground tunnels. 
because of the 
group who have 
power in society. 
It was the conflict 
that happened to 
Afghan society 
and all people in 
Afghanistan 
which had to 
struggle against 
the Taliban. 
39. (039/TKR/5/
P.44) 
His blue eyes flicked to 
Hassan. ―Afghanistan is 
the land of Pashtun. It 
         This was how 
people like 
Hassan as a 
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always has been, always 
will be. We are the true 
Afghans, the pure 
Afghans, not this Flat-
Nose here. His people 
pollute our homeland, 
our watan. They dirty our 
blood.‖ 
 V Hazara must 
struggle to against 
the indignity and 
the treatment 
from Pashtuns 
who had the 
ideology that 
Afghanistan was 
only belong to 
their land. Hassan 
is a Hazara, a 
minor and poorest 
ethnic in 
Afghanistan, and 
Pashtun is the 
majority race. 
From the words 
―his people 
pollute our 
homeland‖ it 
refers to Hazara 
in the perspective 
of Pashtuns. In 
this case, there is 
V 
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a conflict between 
ethnic group, 
Pashtun and 
Hazara, so it 
called inter group 
conflict. 
40. (040/TKR/16
/P.230) 
I told you how we all 
celebrated in 1996 when 
the Taliban rolled in and 
put an end to the daily 
fighting. I remember 
coming home that night 
and finding Hassan in the 
kitchen, listening to the 
radio. He had a sober 
look in his eyes. I asked 
him what was wrong, and 
he just shook his head. 
―God help the Hazaras 
now, Rahim Khan 
sahib,‖ he said. 
―The war is over, 
Hassan,‖ I said. ―There‘s 
   
 
   
V 
   This was the story 
that told by 
Rahim Khan to 
Amir about how 
they celebrated 
when the Taliban 
successes in 
overthrow the old 
authorities of 
soviet soldier in 
the society. They 
thought after the 
Taliban took 
power in the 
society, there will 
be no fight 
anymore, and 
there‘s no 
 
V 
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going to be peace, 
Inshaallah, and 
happiness, and calm. No 
more rockets, no more 
killing, no more 
funerals!‖ but he just 
turned off the radio and 
asked if he could get me 
anything before he went 
to bed. 
A few weeks later, the 
Taliban banned kite 
fighting. And two years 
later, in 1998, they 
massacred the Hazaras in 
Mazar-i-Sharif. 
different 
treatment of 
ethnic so that the 
Hazara would not 
oppressed 
anymore. But 
after the Taliban 
took power in the 
society, they 
berkuasa dg 
semena mena. 
They banned the 
kite fighting and 
they also 
massacred the 
Hazara in 
brutality way. 
Here, the conflict 
that happens is 
inter-group 
conflict between 
Taliban as the 
authorities of the 
society and 
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Hazara as the 
minority ethnic in 
the society who 
had no power 
even to defend 
their own selves. 
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A THOUSAND 
SPLENDID SUNS 
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No. Coding Data Conflict Explanation Valid
ation 
   M 
Vs. 
Se 
M 
Vs 
M 
M 
Vs. 
So 
M 
Vs. 
N 
Man 
vs. 
God 
/FC 
I 
G 
C 
Ia 
S 
C 
Ie 
S 
C 
G 
C 
  
1. (01/ATSS/1/P.
8) 
Later, when she was older, 
Mariam did understand. It 
was the way Nana uttered 
the word-not so much 
saying it as spitting it at 
her-that made Mariam feel 
the full sting of it. She 
understood then what 
Nana meant, that a harami 
was an unwanted thing; 
that she, Mariam, was an 
illegitimate person who 
would never have 
legitimate claim to the 
things other people had, 
things such as love, family, 
  
V 
       The conflict 
between Mariam 
and her mother 
where her mother 
always called her 
a harami such as 
it was a bad thing 
which was never 
wanted by 
anyone. 
 
V 
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home, acceptance. 
2. (02/ATSS/1/P.
9-10) 
"What rich lies!" Nana 
said after Jalil left. "Rich 
man telling rich lies. He 
never took you to any tree. 
And don't let him charm 
you. He betrayed us, your 
beloved father. He cast us 
out. He cast us out of his 
big fancy house like we 
were nothing to him. He 
did it happily." 
  
V 
       The conflict 
between Nana 
and Jalil which 
Nana was really 
grudged with Jalil 
because he never 
take care of her 
and their 
daughter. 
 
V 
3. (03/ATSS/2/P.
12) 
To Jalil and his wives, I 
was a pokeroot. A 
mugwort. You too. And 
you weren't even born 
yet." 
"What's a mugwort?" 
Mariam asked 
"A weed," Nana said. 
"Something you rip out 
and toss aside." 
Mariam frowned 
internally. Jalil didn't treat 
  
V 
       The conflict 
between Nana 
and Mariam, and 
also Jalil. Nana 
banned Mariam to 
meet Jalil and 
believe of him 
because Jalil and 
his family was too 
cruel. 
 
V 
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her as a weed. He never 
had. But Mariam thought 
it wise to suppress this 
protest. 
4. (04/ATSS/2/P.
17) 
When they informed him 
that he had a new 
daughter, Nana said, Jalil 
had shrugged, kept 
brushing his horse's mane, 
and stayed in Takht-e-
Safar another two weeks. 
"The truth is, he didn't 
even hold you until you 
were a month old. And 
then only to look down 
once, comment on your 
longish face, and hand you 
back to me." 
  
V 
       The conflict 
between Jalil and 
Nana where as a 
husband he never 
care with Nana 
even when Nana 
gave birth to their 
child. That‘s 
whay Nana never 
liked Jalil and 
didn‘t allow 
Mariam to believe 
in Jalil. 
 
V 
5. (05/ATSS/ 
5/P.33-34) 
At first. Nana paced 
around the kolba, 
clenching and unclenching 
her fists. 
"Of all the daughters I 
could have had, why did 
  
V 
       Nana banned 
Mariam to see 
and leave with 
Jalil, and if she 
went, Nana would 
do the suicide. 
 
V 
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God give me an ungrateful 
one like you? Everything I 
endured for you! How dare 
you! How dare you 
abandon me like this, you 
treacherous little haramil" 
Then she mocked. 
"What a stupid girl you 
are! You think you matter 
to him, that you're wanted 
in his house? You think 
you're a daughter to him? 
That he's going to take you 
in? Let me tell you 
something- A man's heart 
is a wretched, wretched 
thing, Mariam. It isn't like 
a mother's womb. It won't 
bleed, it won't stretch to 
make room for you. I'm 
the only one who loves 
you. I'm all you have in 
this world, Mariam, and 
when I'm gone you'll have 
And in the end, 
Mariam keep 
leaving with Jalil. 
That‘s the conflict 
between Mariam 
with Nana, where 
she didn‘t obey 
Nana and made 
her end her life. 
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nothing. You'll have 
nothing. You are nothing!" 
Then she tried guilt. 
"I'll die if you go. The jinn 
will come, and I'll have 
one of my fits. You'll see, 
I'll swallow my tongue and 
die. Don't leave me, 
Mariam jo. Please stay. I'll 
die if you go. 
6. (06/ATSS/6/P.
43-45) 
No. Don't look now. Turn 
around! Go back!" 
But he wasn't fast enough. 
Mariam saw. A gust of 
wind blew and parted the 
drooping branches of the 
weeping willow like a 
curtain, and Mariam 
caught a glimpse of what 
was beneath the tree: the 
straight-backed chair, 
overturned. The rope 
dropping from a high 
branch. Nana dangling at 
  
V 
       The conflict 
between Mariam 
and Nana when 
Mariam didn‘t 
obey what Nana 
asked, then she 
chose to end her 
life. 
 
 
V 
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the end of it. 
They buried Nana in a 
corner of the cemetery in 
Gul Daman. Mariam stood 
beside Bibi jo, with the 
women, as Mullah 
Faizullah recited prayers at 
the graveside and the men 
lowered Nana's shrouded 
body into the ground. 
7. (07/ATSS/7/P.
54) 
―Yes, but I‘ve seen nine-
year-old girls given to men 
twenty years older than 
your suitor, Mariam. We 
all have. What are you, 
fifteen? That‘s a good, 
solid marrying age for a 
girl‖ 
   
V 
      Mariam didn‘t 
want to accept the 
perspective of the 
society that nine 
years old was a 
solid age for girl 
to marry. 
 
V 
8. (08/ATSS/7/P.
55-57) 
"You have a suitor," 
Khadija said. 
..................... 
"Now, be reasonable, 
Mariam," one of the wives 
said. 
  
V 
       The conflict 
between Mariam 
and Jalil‘s family 
where they had 
argument about 
Mariam‘s 
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Mariam was no longer 
keeping track of who was 
saying what. She went on 
staring at Jalil, waiting for 
him to speak up, to say 
that none of this was true. 
"You can't spend the rest 
of your life here." 
........................ 
She turned to Jalil again. 
"Tell them. Tell them you 
won't let them do this." 
"Actually, your father has 
already given Rasheed his 
answer," Afsoon said. 
"Rasheed is here, in Herat; 
he has come all the way 
from Kabul. The nikka will 
be tomorrow morning, and 
then there is a bus leaving 
for Kabul at noon." 
"Tell them!" Mariam cried. 
marriage. Where 
Jalil‘s family 
didn‘t let her to 
spend her life 
with Jalil‘s family 
so they tried to 
find a suitor for 
Mariam, but 
Mariam didn‘t 
want to get any 
suitor in her age 
that was still very 
young. 
9. (09/ATSS/9/P.
66) 
Now all those familiar 
things were gone. Nana 
 
V 
        The internal 
conflict that 
 
V 
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was dead, and she was 
here, in a strange city, 
separated from the life 
she'd known by valleys 
and chains of snow-capped 
mountains and entire 
deserts. She was in a 
stranger's house, with all 
its different rooms and its 
smell of cigarette smoke, 
with its unfamiliar 
cupboards full of 
unfamiliar utensils, its 
heavy, dark green curtains, 
and a ceiling she knew she 
could not reach. The space 
of it suffocated Mariam. 
Pangs of longing bore into 
her, for Nana, for Mullah 
Faizullah, for her old life. 
Then she was crying. 
happened to 
Mariam. She was 
very sad for every 
single destiny that 
happened to her. 
Her mother died, 
she want to find 
happiness by live 
with her father 
but then her father 
force her to Marry 
with someone she 
didn‘t know, 
didn‘t love, and 
much older than 
her. 
10. (010/ATSS/12/
P.87) 
Except for a handful of 
days, Rasheed didn't 
observe the fast. The few 
  
V 
       Rasyeed always 
angry with 
Mariam for the 
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times he did, he came 
home in a sour mood. 
Hunger made him curt, 
irritable, impatient. One 
night, Mariam was a few 
minutes late with dinner, 
and he started eating bread 
with radishes. Even after 
Mariam put the rice and 
the lamb and okra qurma 
in front of him, he 
wouldn't touch it. He said 
nothing, and went on 
chewing the bread, his 
temples working, the vein 
on his forehead, full and 
angry. He went on 
chewing and staring ahead, 
and when Mariam spoke to 
him he looked at her 
without seeing her face 
and put another piece of 
bread into his mouth. 
little mistake that 
Mariam maybe 
did. 
11. (011/ATSS/13/ Mariam stroked the          Mariam‘s sorrow  
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P.98) softness of her belly. No 
bigger than afingernail, 
the doctor had said. 
I'm going to be a mother, 
she thought. 
"I'm going to be a mother," 
she said. Then she was 
laughing to herself, and 
saying it over and over, 
relishing the words. 
When Mariam thought of 
this baby, her heart swelled 
inside of her. It swelled 
and swelled until all the 
loss, all the grief, all the 
loneliness and self-
abasement of her life 
washed away. 
V when she really 
waited for her 
baby but in the 
end she was loss 
her baby. 
V 
12. (012/ATSS/14/
P.103) 
Meanwhile, a change had 
come over Rasheed ever 
since the day at the 
bathhouse. Most nights 
when he came home, he 
hardly talked anymore. He 
  
V 
       According to 
kenney, one of 
the types of 
conflict man vs. 
Man. Man versus 
man is the most 
 
V 
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ate, smoked, went to bed, 
sometimes came back in 
the middle of the night for 
a brief and, of late, quite 
rough session of coupling. 
He was more apt to sulk 
these days, to fault her 
cooking, to complain 
about clutter around the 
yard or point out even 
minor uncleanliness in the 
house. Occasionally, he 
took her around town on 
Fridays, like he used to, 
but on the sidewalks he 
walked quickly and always 
a few steps ahead of her, 
without speaking, 
unmindful of Mariam who 
almost had to run to keep 
up with him. He wasn't so 
ready with a laugh on 
these outings anymore. He 
didn't buy her sweets or 
fundamental type 
of external 
conflict. This 
form of external 
conflict occurs 
when a character 
struggles against 
another character. 
These struggles 
may be born from 
moral, religious 
or social 
differences and 
may be 
emotional, verbal 
or physical 
conflicts. Here, 
there was 
emotional conflict 
between Mariam 
and Rasyeed 
because Rasyyed 
never treated her 
nice as before 
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gifts, didn't stop and name 
places to her as he used to. 
Her questions seemed to 
irritate him. 
after Rasyeed loss 
the child in 
Mariam‘s 
pregnant. 
13. (013/ATSS/14/
P.102) 
Other days, Mariam was 
besieged with anger. It was 
Rasheed's fault for his 
premature celebration. For 
his foolhardy faith that she 
was carrying a boy. 
Naming the baby as he 
had. Taking God's will for 
granted. His fault, for 
making her go to the 
bathhouse. Something 
there, the steam, the dirty 
water, the soap, something 
there had caused this to 
happen. No. Not Rasheed. 
She was to blame. She 
became furious with 
herself for sleeping in the 
wrong position, for eating 
meals that were too spicy, 
 
V 
        According to 
Kenney, there are 
two types of 
conflict, internal 
and external. 
Internal conflict is 
the conflict that 
happened inside 
the characters 
itself such as 
struggle with 
morality, fate, 
desire, and belief. 
Here, Mariam 
was very grieved 
of losing her 
baby. In her own 
mind she tried to 
blame someone 
for what had 
 
V 
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for not eating enough fruit, 
for drinking too much tea. 
It was God's fault, for 
taunting her as He had. For 
not granting her what He 
had granted so many other 
women. For dangling 
before her, tantalizingly, 
what He knew would give 
her the greatest happiness, 
then pulling it away. 
happened and she 
tried to find out 
who was wrong 
here. Then she 
just thought 
blaming Rasyeed, 
God, and herself. 
14. (014/ATSS/15/
P.107) 
Rasheed chortled and 
shook his head, but 
Mariam thought she saw 
uncertainty in the way he 
crossed his arms, the way 
his eyes shifted. "You 
know nothing, do you? 
You're like a child. Your 
brain is empty. There is no 
information in it." 
"I ask because-" 
"Chupko. Shut up." 
Mariam did. 
  
V 
       After the death of 
the baby, Rasyeed 
always treated 
Mariam in a bad 
way, he was very 
rude to her and 
always angry with 
her. 
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It wasn't easy tolerating 
him talking this way to 
her, to bear his scorn, his 
ridicule, his insults, his 
walking past her like she 
was nothing but a house 
cat. But after four years of 
marriage, Mariam saw 
clearly how much a 
woman could tolerate 
when she was afraid. 
15. (015/ATSS/15/
P.110) 
Days later, when the 
communists began the 
summary executions of 
those connected with 
Daoud Khan's regime, 
when rumors began 
floating about Kabul of 
eyes gouged and genitals 
electrocuted in the Pol-e-
Charkhi Prison, Mariam 
would hear of the 
slaughter that had taken 
place at the Presidential 
   
 
   
V 
   The conflict that 
happens is inter-
group conflict 
between Daod 
Khan as the old 
regime vs. the 
new regime. 
When the new 
regime came to 
take power in the 
society, the old 
regime must be 
destroyed. Then 
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Palace. Daoud Khan had 
been killed, but not before 
the communist rebels had 
killed some twenty 
members of his family, 
including women and 
grandchildren. There 
would be rumors that he 
had taken his own life, that 
he'd been gunned down in 
the heat of battle; rumors 
that he'd been saved for 
last, made to watch the 
massacre of his family, 
then shot. 
they killed Daod 
Khan and all of 
his family. 
16. (016/ATSS/15/
P.113-114) 
He snatched her hand, 
opened it, and dropped a 
handful of pebbles into it. 
"Put these in your mouth." 
"What?" 
"Put. These. In your 
mouth." 
"Stop it, Rasheed, I'm-" 
His powerful hands 
  
V 
       How Rasyeed 
treated Mariam 
after the death of 
the baby. He 
always tortured 
her in a really bad 
way just because 
the taste of the 
food mariam had 
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clasped her jaw. He shoved 
two fingers into her mouth 
and pried it open, then 
forced the cold, hard 
pebbles into it. Mariam 
struggled against him, 
mumbling, but he kept 
pushing the pebbles in, his 
upper lip curled in a sneer. 
"Now chew," he said. 
Through the mouthful of 
grit and pebbles, Mariam 
mumbled a plea. Tears 
were leaking out of the 
corners of her eyes. 
"CHEW!" he bellowed. A 
gust of his smoky breath 
slammed against her face. 
Mariam chewed. 
Something in the back of 
her mouth cracked. 
"Good," Rasheed said. His 
cheeks were quivering. 
"Now you know what your 
cooked was not as 
delicious as he 
want. 
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rice tastes like. Now you 
know what you've given 
me in this marriage. Bad 
food, and nothing else." 
Then he was gone, leaving 
Mariam to spit out 
pebbles, blood, and the 
fragments of two broken 
molars. 
17. (017/ATSS/ 
16/P.119) 
Laila remembered another 
fight, and, that time, 
Mammy had stood over 
Babi and said in a mincing 
way, That's your business, 
isn't it, cousin? To make 
nothing your business. 
Even your own sons going 
to war. Howl pleaded with 
you. Bui you buried your 
nose in those cursed books 
and let our sons go like 
they were a pair of 
haramis. 
  
V 
       The conflict 
bwtween Mammy 
and Babi, Laila‘s 
parents when 
Mammy was 
blaming Babi for 
letting their sons 
join the jihad like 
they were 
nothing. 
 
V 
18. (018/ATSS/26/ Inside Laila too a battle          The battle inside  
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P.198-199) was being waged: guilt on 
one side, partnered with 
shame, and, on the other, 
the conviction that what 
she and Tariq had done 
was not sinful; that it had 
been natural, good, 
beautiful, even inevitable, 
spurred by the knowledge 
that they might never see 
each other again. 
Laila rolled to her side on 
the couch now and tried to 
remember something: At 
one point, when they were 
on the floor, Tariq had 
lowered his forehead on 
hers. Then he had panted 
something, either Am I 
hurting you? or Is this 
hurting you? 
Laila couldn't decide 
which he had said. 
V Laila‘s mind 
about what he had 
done with Tariq 
and tried to 
convince herself 
that it was 
something wrong 
although she 
actually knew 
clearly about it 
that it was wrong. 
V 
19. (019/ATSS/16/ He'd been a high school          Babi asked Laila  
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P.123-124) teacher before the 
communists fired him-this 
was shortly after the coup 
of 1978, about a year and a 
half before the Soviets had 
invaded. Babi had made it 
clear to Laila from ayoung 
age that the most 
important thing in his life, 
after her safety, was her 
schooling. 
I know you're still young, 
but i want you to 
understand and learn this 
now, he said. Marriage 
can wait, education cannot 
You're a very, very bright 
girl. Truly, you are. You 
can be anything you want, 
Laila I know this about 
you. And I also know that 
when this war is over, 
Afghanistan is going to 
need you as much as its 
V not to give up 
with her 
education, 
although at this 
time the society 
still banned a girl 
to attend school. 
V 
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men, maybe even more. 
Because a society has no 
chance of success if its 
women are uneducated, 
Laila No chance. 
20. (020/ATSS/20/
P.152) 
One day, as they were 
lying this way, Mammy 
said, "Ahmad was going to 
be a leader. He had the 
charisma for it-People 
three times his age listened 
to him with respect, Laila. 
It was something to see. 
And Noon Oh, my Noor. 
He was always making 
sketches of buildings and 
bridges. He was going to 
be an architect, you know. 
He was going to transform 
Kabul with his designs. 
And now they're both 
shaheed, my boys, both 
martyrs." 
   
V 
      The conflict that 
happened to 
Laila‘s brother 
when he joined 
the jihad to fight 
the authorities of 
the society and 
end up with die. 
 
V 
21. (021/ATSS/23/ It's about you and Tariq.          The conflict  
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P.173-175) He's a boy, you see, and, 
as such, what does he care 
about reputation? But you? 
The reputation of a girl, 
especially one as pretty as 
you, is a delicate thing, 
Laila. Like a mynah bird 
in your hands. Slacken 
your grip and away it 
flies." 
........................ 
"Anyway," she resumed, 
but without the coy 
lightheadedness of a few 
moments ago, "what I'm 
trying to say is that if 
you're not careful, people 
will talk." 
....................... 
No. Mammy had a point. 
More than she knew, in 
fact. Laila suspected that 
some, if not most, of the 
neighbors were already 
V between man and 
their society 
especially girl, 
where the society 
would talked 
about the 
reputation of girl 
when they came 
closed with 
someone but 
didn‘t marry 
soon. 
V 
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gossiping about her and 
Tariq. 
22. (022/ATSS/24/
P.190) 
"Fariba, all these people 
know is war," said Babi. 
"They learned to walk with 
a milk bottle in one hand 
and a gun in the other." 
"Who are you to say?" 
Mammy shot back. "Did 
you fight jihad? Did you 
abandon everything you 
had and risk your life? If 
not for the Mujahideen, 
we'd still be the Soviets' 
servants, remember. And 
now you'd have us betray 
them!" 
"We aren't the ones doing 
the betraying, Fariba." 
"You go, then. Take your 
daughter and run away. 
Send me a postcard. But 
peace is coming, and I, for 
one, am going to wait for 
   
V 
      The war in 
Afghanistan made 
many people want 
to leave the 
country because 
they didn‘t want 
to die by shooting 
or rockets or 
became the 
servants of the 
authorities of the 
society. Here, the 
conflict happened 
to Laila‘s family 
where, the impact 
of the war made 
Laila drop out of 
school and her 
family wanted to 
move to a safety 
place.  
 
V 
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it." 
The streets became so 
unsafe that Babi did an 
unthinkable thing: He had 
Laila drop out of school. 
23. (023/ATSS/24/
P.191-192) 
One day that same month 
of June, Giti was walking 
home from school with 
two classmates. Only three 
blocks from Giti's house, a 
stray rocket struck the 
girls. Later that terrible 
day, Laila learned that 
Nila, Giti's mother, had 
run up and down the street 
where Giti was killed, 
collecting pieces of her 
daughter's flesh in an 
apron, screeching 
hysterically. Giti's 
decomposing right foot, 
still in its nylon sock and 
purple sneaker, would be 
found on a rooftop two 
   
V 
      The character 
who got the 
conflict here was 
Giti. she died 
because of the 
rocket that sent by 
the group who 
took over in 
society. 
 
V 
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weeks later. 
24. (024/ATSS/25/
P.194) 
Almost everyone she knew 
had packed their things 
and left. The neighborhood 
had been all but drained of 
familiar faces, and now, 
only four months after 
fighting had broken out 
between the Mujahideen 
factions, Laila hardly 
recognized anybody on the 
streets anymore. Hasina's 
family had fled in May, off 
to Tehran. Wajma and her 
clan had gone to 
Islamabad that same 
month. Giti's parents and 
her siblings left in June, 
shortly after Giti was 
killed. Laila didn't know 
where they had gone-she 
heard a rumor that they 
had headed for Mashad, in 
Iran. After people left, 
   
V 
      Most Afgans 
leave the country 
because the 
conflict in the 
society and also 
the war which 
maybe would 
make them die 
also. 
 
V 
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their homes sat 
unoccupied for a few days, 
then either militiamen took 
them or strangers moved 
in. Everyone was leaving. 
And now Tariq too. 
25. (025/ATSS/26/
P.200) 
In Mammy's room, the 
three of them sat on the 
bed. Outside, rockets were 
zipping across the sky as 
Hekmatyar's and 
Massoud's forces fought 
and fought. Laila knew 
that somewhere in the city 
someone had just died, and 
that a pall of black smoke 
was hovering over some 
building that had collapsed 
in a puffing mass of dust. 
There would be bodies to 
step around in the 
morning. Some would be 
collected. Others not. Then 
Kabul's dogs, who had 
   
V 
      The conflict that 
happened to many 
people in 
Afganistan where 
they maybe died 
by the rocket that 
sent by the group 
who took power 
in the society. 
And after they 
died, some of 
them maybe left 
in the street and  
was eaten by dog. 
 
V 
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developed a taste for 
human meat, would feast. 
26. (026/ATSS/26/
P.201) 
Three days before, Laila 
had gone outside for a 
breath of air. She'd stood 
by the front gates, leaning 
against them, when she'd 
heard a loud crack and 
something had zipped by 
her right ear, sending tiny 
splinters of wood flying 
before her eyes. After 
Giti's death, and the 
thousands of rounds fired 
and myriad rockets that 
had fallen on Kabul, it was 
the sight of that single 
round hole in the gate, less 
than three fingers away 
from where Laila's head 
had been, that shook 
Mammy awake. Made her 
see that one war had cost 
her two children already; 
   
V 
      The conflict here 
happens to Laila‘s 
family, where, the 
impact of the war 
in Afghanistan 
had made two of 
her siblings died 
when they joined 
the war. Then, it 
happens again to 
Laila when she 
was standing at 
the gate of her 
house, a rocket 
landing around 
her and it maybe 
would made her 
die also. 
 
V 
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this latest could cost her 
her remaining one. 
27. (027/ATSS/26/
P.202) 
"There's nothing left for us 
here," Babi said. "Our sons 
are gone, but we still have 
Laila. We still have each 
other, Fariba. We can make 
a new life." 
  
V 
       The conflict 
between Babi, 
Laila‘s father, and 
Mammy, Laila‘s 
mother where 
Babi asked 
Mammy to leave 
Kabul and moved 
to the safe place 
but Mammy 
refused, because 
there were so 
many memories 
in the city. 
 
V 
28. (028/ATSS/26/
P.207) 
Laila dropped the books at 
her feet. She looked up to 
the sky. Shielded her eyes 
with one hand. 
Then a giant roar. 
Behind her, a flash of 
white. 
The ground lurched 
   
V 
      When the rocket 
land in Laila‘s 
house and hurt 
her so hard. 
 
V 
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beneath her feet. 
Something hot and 
powerful slammed into her 
from behind. It knocked 
her out of her sandals. 
Lifted her up. And now 
she was flying, twisting 
and rotating in the air, 
seeing sky, then earth, then 
sky, then earth. A big 
burning chunk of wood 
whipped by. So did a 
thousand shards of glass, 
and it seemed to Laila that 
she could see each 
individual one flying all 
around her, flipping slowly 
end over end, the sunlight 
catching in each. Tiny, 
beautiful rainbows. 
Then Laila struck the wall. 
Crashed to the ground. On 
her face and arms, a 
shower of dirt and pebbles 
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and glass. The last thing 
she was aware of was 
seeing something thud to 
the ground nearby. A 
bloody chunk of 
something. On it, the tip of 
a red bridge poking 
through thick fog. 
29. (029/ATSS/27/
P.210) 
It was Rasheed who found 
the girl, who dug her out 
from beneath the rubble. 
   
V 
      Laila which was 
found by Rasyeed 
after the rocket 
attacked her and 
killed her parents. 
 
V 
30. (030/ATSS/27/
P.211) 
Then one morning rockets 
slammed into the house. 
They were rumored later 
to have been fired by the 
Hazaras of Wahdat. For 
some time, neighbors kept 
finding bits and pieces of 
the boys. 
"They had it coming," said 
Rasheed. 
The girl was 
   
V 
      It was the conflict 
of  the characters 
with the society 
which the one 
who took power 
in the society 
always sent 
rocket to fought 
the villager and 
made many 
people died 
 
V 
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extraordinarily lucky, 
Mariam thought, to escape 
with relatively minor 
injuries, considering the 
rocket had turned her 
house into smoking rubble. 
included Laila‘s 
parents. 
31. (031/ATSS/27/
P.212) 
"I shouldn't even be here," 
she said one day. Mariam 
was changing the sheets. 
The girl watched from the 
floor, her bruised knees 
drawn up against her 
chest. 
"My father wanted to take 
out the boxes. The books. 
He said they were too 
heavy for me. But I 
wouldn't let him. I was so 
eager. I should have been 
the one inside the house 
when it happened." 
 
V 
        Laila always 
accused herself 
because of the 
death of his 
parents when the 
rocket crushed 
her house and 
killed both her 
parents. 
 
V 
32. (032/ATSS/28/
P.217) 
Anyway, what I gathered 
was that your friend was in 
a lorry full of refugees, 
   
V 
      The conflict that 
happened to 
people who tried 
 
V 
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twenty-three of them, all 
headed for Peshawar. Near 
the border, they were 
caught in cross fire. A 
rocket hit the lorry. 
Probably a stray, but you 
never know with these 
people, you never know. 
There were only six 
survivors, all of them 
admitted to the same unit. 
Three died within twenty-
four hours. Two of them 
lived-sisters, as I 
understood it-and had been 
discharged. 
Your friend Mr. Walizai 
was the last. He'd been 
there for almost three 
weeks by the time I 
arrived." 
So he was alive. But how 
badly had they hurt him? 
Laila wondered frantically. 
to leave 
Afghanistan 
which the 
autorities of the 
country would 
never let it 
happened and 
they would attack 
them by rocket. 
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How badly? Badly enough 
to be put in a special unit, 
evidently. 
33. (033/ATSS/28/
P.218) 
"Your friend, he was 
badly-very badly-injured, 
you understand. He had 
rubber tubes coming out of 
him everywhere. At first-" 
He cleared his throat. "At 
first, I thought he'd lost 
both legs in the attack, but 
a nurse said no, only the 
right, the left one was on 
account of an old injury. 
There were internal 
injuries too. They'd 
operated three times 
already. 
   
V 
      It was Tariq, 
Laila‘s friend 
who injured after 
the rocket attack 
him and the other 
people and now, 
he must struggle 
against the 
brutality of the 
society. 
 
V 
34. (034/ATSS/29/
P.222) 
"If you ask me, the 
Americans armed the 
wrong man in Hekmatyar. 
All the guns the CIA 
handed him in the eighties 
to fight the Soviets. The 
   
V 
      That group in the 
society which 
called anything 
they did as a jihad 
but killed women, 
children, and 
 
V 
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Soviets are gone, but he 
still has the guns, and now 
he's turning them on 
innocent people like your 
parents. And he calls this 
jihad. What a farce! What 
does jihad have to do with 
killing women and 
children? Better the CIA 
had armed Commander 
Massoud." 
many inocent 
peoplein the very 
brutal way. 
35. (035/ATSS/30/
P.230) 
How could she jeopardize 
the only thing she had left 
of him, of her old life? 
She made her decision 
quickly. Six weeks had 
passed since her time with 
Tariq. Any longer and 
Rasheed would grow 
suspicious. 
She knew that what she 
was doing was 
dishonorable. 
Dishonorable, 
 
V 
        The conflict 
inside Laila‘s 
mind when she 
have to decide 
between accepted 
Rasyed‘s proposal 
to marry with him 
or not. She had 
pregnant Tariq‘s 
baby, but Rasyeed 
was too old, he 
was about sixty 
and Laila was 
 
V 
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disingenuous, and 
shameful. And 
spectacularly unfair to 
Mariam. But even though 
the baby inside her was no 
bigger than a mulberry, 
Laila already saw the 
sacrifices a mother had to 
make. Virtue was only the 
first. 
fourteen. But as a 
mother she had to 
sacrifise for her 
baby. 
36. (036/ATSS/31/
P.238) 
"Well, I wouldn't have," 
Mariam snapped. "I 
wouldn't have fed you and 
washed you and nursed 
you if I'd known you were 
going to turn around and 
steal my husband." 
  
V 
       The conflict 
between Mariam 
and Laila after 
Rasyeed maried 
with Laila. 
Mariam became 
like a servant for 
her, but actualy 
Laila didnt mean 
to do that, but 
Rasyeed always 
asked Mariam to 
do everything for 
Lalia. 
 
V 
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37. (037/ATSS/33/
P.254) 
"I should have known that 
you'd corrupt her," 
Rasheed spat at Mariam. 
He swung the belt, testing 
it against his own thigh. 
The buckle jingled loudly. 
"Stop it, basl" the girl said. 
"Rasheed, you can't do 
this." 
  
V 
       The conflict 
between Rasyeed 
and Mariam 
where Rasyeed 
was tortured her 
because she got 
Laila to do the 
house work. 
 
V 
38. (038/ATSS/34/
P.260) 
She wondered what he 
would do if he knew that 
she was planning to run 
away next spring. Next 
summer at the latest. Laila 
hoped to have a thousand 
afghanis or more stowed 
away, half of which would 
go to the bus fare from 
Kabul to Peshawar. She 
would pawn her wedding 
ring when the time drew 
close, as well as the other 
jewelry that Rasheed had 
given her the year before 
 
V 
        Laila confused 
about her planing 
to run away from 
Rasyeed and she 
was afraid of 
what Rasyeed 
would to to her 
when he knew 
about that, that 
thought really 
disturb Laila. 
 
V 
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when she was still the 
malika of his palace. 
39. (039/ATSS/35/
P.268) 
"They're forcing young 
boys to join," he said. 
"TheMujahideen are. In 
plain daylight, at gunpoint. 
They drag boys right off 
the streets. And when 
soldiers from a rival 
militia capture these boys, 
they torture them. I heard 
they electrocute them-it's 
what I heard-that they 
crush their balls with 
pliers. They make the boys 
lead them to their homes. 
Then they break in, kill 
their fathers, rape their 
sisters and mothers." 
   
V 
      How Afghan‘s 
young boys must 
struggle against 
the duress of the 
Mujahideen and 
what the brutality 
that would 
happened to their 
family if they 
refused joined the 
jihad. 
 
V 
40. (040/ATSS/36/
P.274) 
This, Laila had known, 
would be the first risky 
part, finding a man 
suitable to pose with them 
as a family member. The 
   
V 
      It was the 
conflicts that 
happened to 
Afghan‘s people 
when 
 
V 
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freedoms and 
opportunities that women 
had enjoyed between 1978 
and 1992 were a thing of 
the past now- Laila could 
still remember Babi saying 
of those years of 
communist rule, It's a 
good time to be a woman 
in Afghanistan, Laila 
Since the Mujahideen 
takeover in April 1992, 
Afghanistan's name had 
been changed to the 
Islamic State of 
Afghanistan. The Supreme 
Court under Rabbani was 
filled now with hard-liner 
mullahs who did away 
with the communist-era 
decrees that empowered 
women and instead passed 
rulings based on Shari'a, 
strict Islamic laws that 
Afghanistan's 
name had been 
changed to the 
Islamic State of 
Afghanistan with 
its new rules that 
really difficult to 
them and they 
must struggle in 
the middle of that 
rules. 
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ordered women to cover, 
forbade their travel 
without a male relative, 
punished adultery with 
stoning. Even if the actual 
enforcement of these laws 
was sporadic at best. But 
they'd enforce them on us 
more, Laila had said to 
Mariam, if they weren't so 
busy killing each other. 
And us. 
41. (041/ATSS/36/
P.282) 
"It's a matter of qanoon, 
hamshira, a matter of law," 
Rahman said, injecting his 
voice with a grave, self-
important tone. "It is my 
responsibility, you see, to 
maintain order." In spite of 
her distraught state, Laila 
almost laughed. She was 
stunned that he'd used that 
word in the face of all that 
the Mujahideen factions 
   
V 
       It was the 
conflict between 
Laila and the 
police officer 
when Laila had 
caught by them 
and they refused 
to released her 
because it was the 
matters of law but 
they didn‘t do the 
same thing with 
 
V 
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had done-the murders, the 
lootings, the rapes, the 
tortures, the executions, 
the bombings, the tens of 
thousands of rockets they 
had fired at each other, 
heedless of all the innocent 
people who would die in 
the cross fire. Order. But 
she bit her tongue. "If you 
send us back," she said 
instead, slowly, "there is 
no saying what he will do 
to us." 
the Mujahideen 
who had done the 
brutality to 
Afghans people. 
42. (042/ATSS/36/
P.285) 
Downstairs, the beating 
began. To Laila, the 
sounds she heard were 
those of a methodical, 
familiar proceeding. There 
was no cursing, 
noscreaming, no pleading, 
no surprised yelps, only 
the systematic business of 
beating and being beaten, 
  
V 
       The torturing that 
Rasyeed did to 
Mariam when he 
knew that Mariam 
and Laila tried to 
run away from 
him and leave the 
house. 
 
V 
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the thump, thump of 
something solid repeatedly 
striking flesh, something, 
someone, hitting a wall 
with a thud, cloth ripping. 
Now and then, Laila heard 
running footsteps, a 
wordless chase, furniture 
turning over, glass 
shattering, then the 
thumping once more. 
43. (043/ATSS/36/
P.287) 
 
Azan rang out a second 
time and still Rasheed had 
not given them any food, 
and, worse, no water. 
  
V 
 
 
      It was the conflict 
that happened to 
Mariam, Laila 
and Aziza, her 
daughter. They 
had to struggle 
when their 
husband, 
Rasyeed, locked 
them and didn‘t 
feed them. 
 
V 
44. (044/ATSS/37/
P.295) 
Our watan is now known 
as the Islamic Emirate of 
   
V 
      These were the 
new rules that the 
 
V 
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Afghanistan. These are the 
laws that we will enforce 
and you will obey: 
All citizens must pray five 
times a day. If it is prayer 
time and you are caught 
doing something other, you 
will be beaten. Ail men 
will grow their beards. The 
correct length is at least 
one clenched fist beneath 
the chin. If you do not 
abide by this, you will be 
beaten. 
.................... 
singing is forbiden. 
Dancing is forbidden. 
 ....................  
Taliban brings 
when they could 
take over in 
Afghanistan and 
Afghan‘s people 
must struggle to 
follow the rules or 
being killed. 
45. (045/ATSS/37/
P.296) 
Attention women: 
You will stay inside your 
homes at all times. It is not 
proper for women to 
wander aimlessly about 
the streets. If you go 
   
V 
      The new conflict 
to the 
Afghanistan‘s 
women where 
they have to 
strunggle with the 
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outside, you must be 
accompanied by a 
mahram, a male relative. If 
you are caught alone on 
the street, you will be 
beaten and sent home. 
You will not, under any 
circumstance, show your 
face. You will cover with 
burqa when outside. If you 
do not, you will be severely 
beaten. 
Cosmetics are forbidden. 
Jewelry is forbidden. 
.................. 
Girls are forbidden from 
attending school All 
schools for girls will be 
closed immediately. 
Women are forbidden from 
working. If you are found 
guilty of adultery, you will 
be stoned to death. 
Listen. Listen well. Obey. 
new rules. 
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Allah-u-akbar. 
46. (046/ATSS/38/
P.300) 
"They're savages," Laila 
said. "You think?" he said 
"Compared to what? The 
Soviets killed a million 
people. Do you know how 
many people the 
Mujahideen killed in 
Kabul alone these last four 
years? Fifty thousand Fifty 
thousand! Is it so 
insensible, by comparison, 
to chop the hands off a few 
thieves? Eye for an eye, 
tooth for a tooth. It's in the 
Koran. Besides, tell me 
this: If someone killed 
Aziza, wouldn't you want 
the chance to avenge her?" 
  
V 
       The different 
perspective 
between Laila and 
Rasyeed about the 
authority of 
Taliban that made 
them having 
arguments. 
 
V 
47. (047/ATSS/39/
P.303) 
―This hospital no longer 
treats women," the guard 
barked. 
................. 
"But this is a women's 
   
V 
      The conflicts that 
must be through 
by Afghan‘s 
women because 
the Taliban 
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hospital!" a woman 
shouted behind Mariam. 
Cries of approval followed 
this. 
................. 
"Not anymore," the Talib 
said. 
"My wife is having a 
baby!" a heavyset man 
yelled. "Would you have 
her give birth here on the 
street, brother?" 
treated women 
and men in 
inequality way 
even in a hospital 
and they didn‘t 
give a good 
service to them 
and neglected 
them. 
48. (048/65/ATSS/
39/P.309) 
"Your daughter needs a 
caesarian. Do you know 
what that is? We have to 
open her womb and take 
the baby out, because it is 
in the breech position." 
............... 
"You think I want it this 
way?" she said. "What do 
you want me to do? They 
won't give me what I need. 
I have no X-ray either, no 
   
V 
      Women and men 
are treated 
inequality by the 
Taliban who took 
over the county, 
even in the 
services of 
hospital and made 
problem to 
women because 
they couldn‘t get 
a good services 
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suction, no oxygen, not 
even simple antibiotics. 
When NGOs offer money, 
the Taliban turn them 
away. Or they funnel the 
money to the places that 
cater to men." ................ 
The doctor took a breath, 
then told Laila that the 
hospital had no anesthetic. 
"But if we delay, you will 
lose your baby." 
"Then cut me open," Laila 
said. She dropped back on 
the bed and drew up her 
knees. "Cut me open and 
give me my baby." 
because there was 
not a enough 
money in the 
hospital to  buy 
the equipment. 
Here, Laila had to 
struggle to save 
her baby by did 
caesarian without 
any anesthetic. 
49. (049/ATSS/42/
P.336-339) 
"And if they ask about 
your father, what do you 
say?" 
"The Mujahideen killed 
him," Aziza said, her 
mouth set with wariness. 
"That's good. Aziza, do 
   
V 
      Because survival 
in the middle of 
the War in 
Afghanistan was 
really hard, the 
society didn‘t let 
women to went 
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you understand?" 
"Because this is a special 
school," Aziza said Now 
that they were here, and 
the building was a reality, 
she looked shaken. Her 
lower lip was quivering 
and her eyes threatened to 
well up, and Laila saw 
how hard she was 
struggling to be brave. 
................ 
The orphanage director 
was a stooping, narrow-
chested man with a 
pleasantly lined face. He 
was balding, had a shaggy 
beard, eyes like peas. His 
name was Zaman. He wore 
a skullcap. The left lens of 
his eyeglasses was 
chipped. 
Zaman listened, his 
expression revealing 
work, Laila 
couldn‘t feed his 
daughter anymore 
then she had to 
send her to an 
orphanage. 
184 
 
   
 
neither belief nor 
skepticism. He ran the 
orphanage on the honor 
system, he said. If a 
hamshira said her husband 
was dead and she couldn't 
care for her children, he 
didn' question it. Laila 
began to cry. 
Zaman put down his pen. 
"I'm ashamed," Laila 
croaked, her palm pressed 
to her mouth. 
"Look at me, hamshira " 
"What kind of mother 
abandons her own child?" 
50. (050/ATSS/41/
P.323) 
Then, late that summer, a 
fabric merchant fell asleep 
and forgot to put out his 
cigarette. He survived the 
fire, but his store did not. 
The fire took the adjacent 
fabric store as well, a 
secondhand clothing store, 
 
 
   
V 
     The conflicts that 
happens here is 
conflict between 
man vs. nature.  
Man against 
nature is the type 
of conflict that 
depicts a state of 
 
V 
185 
 
   
 
a small furniture shop, a 
bakery. They told Rasheed 
later that if the winds had 
blown east instead of west, 
his shop, which was at the 
corner of the block, might 
have been spared. 
They sold everything. 
First to go were Mariam's 
things, then Laila's. Aziza's 
baby clothes, the few toys 
Laila had fought Rasheed 
to buy her. Aziza watched 
the proceedings with a 
docile look. Rasheed's 
watch too was sold, his old 
transistor radio, his pair of 
neckties, his shoes, and his 
wedding ring. The couch, 
the table, the rug, and the 
chairs went too. Zalmai 
threw a wicked tantrum 
when Rasheed sold the TV. 
contention 
between man and 
his environment 
(Lamb in Folarin, 
2015: 5). The 
conflict that 
happened to 
Rasyeed‘s family 
is conflict of man 
vs. nature, 
because it 
happened by the 
forces of nature. 
Because his shop 
was burned down 
by a fire, he must 
struggle to 
survive when the 
only job that 
Rasyeed had was 
lost because that 
conflagration. 
51. (051/ATSS/42/ "As for this place," Zaman          The conflict that  
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P.340) sighed, motioning with his 
hand, "you can see that it's 
in dire state. We're always 
underfunded, always 
scrambling, improvising. 
We get little or no support 
from the Taliban. But we 
manage. Like you, we do 
what we have to do. Allah 
is good and kind, and 
Allah provides, and, as 
long He provides, I will 
see to it that Aziza is fed 
and clothed. That much I 
promise you." 
V happened to 
Zaman as the 
director of an 
orphanage where 
he couldn‘t run 
the orphanage 
well  because he 
didn‘t get any 
support from the 
Taliban as the 
authorities from 
the society that 
made them got 
not enough 
money. 
V 
52. (052/ATSS/42/
P.342-343) 
And so Laila's life 
suddenly revolved around 
finding ways to see Aziza. 
Half the time, she never 
made it to the orphanage. 
Crossing the street, she 
was spotted by the Taliban 
and riddled with 
questions-What is your 
   
V 
      The conflict that 
happened to Laila 
when she wanted 
to see her 
daughter in the 
orphanage but 
Rasyeed won‘t 
accompanied her, 
and the rules of 
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name? Where are you 
going? Why are you 
alone? Where is your 
mahram ?-before she was 
sent home. If she was 
lucky, she was given a 
tongue-lashing or a single 
kick to the rear, a shove in 
the back. Other times, she 
met with assortments of 
wooden clubs, fresh tree 
branches, short whips, 
slaps, often fists. 
One day, a young Talib 
beat Laila with a radio 
antenna. When he was 
done, he gave a final 
whack to the back of her 
neck and said, "I see you 
again, I'll beat you until 
your mother's milk leaks 
out of your bones." 
the society didnt 
allow women 
leave the house 
without mahram 
and when she was 
spotted the 
Taliban they 
would tortured 
her. 
53. (053/ATSS/42/
P.344) 
They sat in the courtyard, 
near the swing set, among 
   
V 
      The problem of 
Afghan‘s children 
 
V 
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other children and visiting 
mothers, and talked about 
what Aziza had learned 
that week. Aziza said Kaka 
Zaman made it a point to 
teach them something 
every day, reading and 
writing most days, 
sometimes geography, a 
bit of history or science, 
something about plants, 
animals. "But we have to 
pull the curtains," Aziza 
said, "so the Taliban don't 
see us." Kaka Zaman had 
knitting needles and balls 
of yarn ready, she said, in 
case of a Taliban 
inspection. "We put the 
books away and pretend to 
knit." 
where the Taliban 
didn‘t let them to 
get any education. 
54. (054/ATSS/44/
P.359) 
"One look at my leg and it 
was over." 
There were other jobs. 
   
V 
      How the society 
couldn‘t accept 
him and gave him 
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Ditches to dig, hovels to 
build, water to carry, feces 
to shovel from outhouses. 
But young men fought 
over these jobs, and Tariq 
never stood a chance-Then 
he met a shopkeeper one 
day, that fall of 1993. 
a job because his 
amputated leg. 
55. (055/ATSS/44/
P.361) 
"You duped me. You lied 
to me," Laila said, gritting 
her teeth. "You had that 
man sit across from me 
and… You knew I would 
leave if I thought he was 
alive." 
"AND YOU DIDN'T LIE 
TO ME?" Rasheed roared. 
"You think I didn't figure it 
out? About your haramil 
You take me for a fool, 
you whore?" 
  
V 
       They had a battle 
because both of 
them lied to each 
other. Rasyeed 
told Laila that 
Tariq was dead to 
make her 
accepted his 
proposal to marry 
her. Then Laila 
also lied to him if 
Aziza was his 
daughter to save 
her from the word 
harami. 
 
V 
56. (056/ATSS/45/ She went to stop him, but          Rasyeed always  
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P.370-373) he shoved her back and 
blew by her. Without 
saying a word, he swung 
the belt at Laila. He did it 
with such speed that she 
had no time to retreat or 
duck, or even raise a 
protective arm. Laila 
touched her fingers to her 
temple, looked at the 
blood, looked at Rasheed, 
with astonishment. It 
lasted only a moment or 
two, this look of disbelief, 
before it was replaced by 
something hateful. 
V tortured his 
wives, and at this 
time re really 
angry with Laila 
because she met 
another man and 
made 
conversation with 
him, the man was 
Tariq. And at this 
time he was not 
only tortured her 
but almost killed 
her, here Mariam 
and Laila have to 
struggle to save 
their life. 
V 
57. (057/ATSS/45/
P.374) 
But then his upper lip 
curled back into a spiteful 
sneer, and Mariam knew 
then the futility, maybe 
even the irresponsibility, 
of not finishing this. If she 
let him walk now, how 
 
V 
        The battle inside 
Mariam‘s mind 
where she had to 
choose between 
killed Rasyeed or 
just hurt him. But 
if she let him 
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long before he fetched the 
key from his pocket and 
went for that gun of his 
upstairs in the room where 
he'd locked Zalmai? Had 
Mariam been certain that 
he would be satisfied with 
shooting only her, that 
there was a chance he 
would spare Laila, she 
might have dropped the 
shovel. 
alive, he would 
killed her and also 
Laila. 
58. (058/ATSS/45/
P.374) 
Mariam steadied her feet 
and tightened her grip 
around the shovel's handle. 
She raised it. She said his 
name. She wanted him to 
see. 
"Rasheed." 
He looked up. 
Mariam swung. 
She hit him across the 
temple. The blow knocked 
him off Laila. 
  
V 
       To save Laila 
from Rasyeed 
who wanted to 
kill her, Mariam 
fought Rasyeed 
and killed him. 
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..................... 
But in Rasheed's eyes she 
saw murder for them both. 
And so Mariam raised the 
shovel high, raised it as 
high as she could, arching 
it so it touched the small of 
her back. She turned it so 
the sharp edge was 
vertical, and, as she did, it 
occurred to her that this 
was the first time that she 
was deciding the course of 
her own life. And, with 
that, Mariam brought 
down the shovel This time, 
she gave it everything she 
had. 
59. (059/ATSS/48/
P.403) 
"You're a donkey!" he 
cries. "I don't want your 
toys!" 
"Zalmai!" Laila gasps. 
"It's all right," Tariq says. 
"Laila, it's all right. Let 
  
V 
       The conflict 
between Zalmai 
and Tariq where 
he couldn‘t accept 
Tariq as his 
father, and talk to 
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him." 
"You're not my Baba jan! 
My real Baba jan is away 
on a trip, and when he gets 
back he's going to beat you 
up! And you won't be able 
to run away, because he 
has two legs and you only 
have one!" 
 
him in a very rude 
way. 
60. (060/ATSS/50/
P.416) 
As she leans back and 
watches Sayeed receding 
in the rear window of the 
bus, Laila hears the voice 
of doubt whispering in her 
head. Are they being 
foolish, she wonders, 
leaving behind the safety 
of Murree? Going back to 
the land where her parents 
and brothers perished, 
where the smoke of bombs 
is only now settling? 
 
V 
        The problem 
inside Laila‘s 
head when she 
decided to back to 
Kabul but she 
really know how 
danger Kabul 
was. 
 
V 
61. (061/ATSS/50/ "This was back in March          Thousands people  
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P.420) 1979, about nine months 
before the Soviets invaded. 
Some angry Heratis killed 
a few Soviet advisers, so 
the Soviets sent in tanks 
and helicopters and 
pounded this place. For 
three days, hamshira, they 
fired on the city. They 
collapsed buildings, 
destroyed one of the 
minarets, killed thousands 
of people. Thousands. I 
lost two sisters in those 
three days. One of them 
was twelve years old." He 
taps the photo on his 
windshield. "That's her." 
V died because of 
the brutality of 
the war in the 
society. 
V 
62. (062/ATSS/50/
P.432) 
Your father has known so 
much sorrow since we last 
spoke, Mariamjo. Your 
stepmother Afsoon was 
killed on the first day of 
the 1979 uprising. A stray 
   
V 
      The conflicts that 
happened to 
Jalil‘s family. All 
of his family died 
because of the 
brutality of the 
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bullet killed your sister 
Niloufar that same day. 
Ican still see her, my Utile 
Niloufar, doing headsiands 
to impress guests. Your 
brother Farhad joined the 
jihad in J 980. The Soviets 
killed him in J 982, just 
outside ofHelmand. I never 
got to see his body. 
war in the society. 
Some of them 
were killed by the 
gunfire and the 
other because of 
the forces of 
joined the jihad. 
63. (063/ATSS/51/
P.441) 
Nailed above the 
classroom doorway is a 
rectangular board, which 
Zaman has sanded and 
painted in gleaming white. 
On it, with a brush, Zaman 
has written four lines of 
poetry, his answer, Laila 
knows, to those who 
grumble that the promised 
aid money to Afghanistan 
isn't coming, that the 
rebuilding is going too 
slowly, that there is 
   
V 
      The conflict that 
had to be 
experienced by 
Zaman as the 
director of an 
orphanage 
because of the 
money that was 
promised by the 
government 
wasn‘t coming, 
rebuilding was 
going too slowly, 
there was 
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corruption, that the Taliban 
are regrouping already and 
will come back with a 
vengeance, that the world 
will forget once again 
about Afghanistan. 
corruption, and 
the Taliban were 
regrouping 
already and will 
come back with a 
vengeance. That‘s 
really suffering 
the Afghan‘s 
people. 
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AND THE 
MOUNTAINS 
ECHOED 
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No
. 
Coding Data Conflict Explanation Valid
ation 
   M 
Vs. 
Se 
M 
Vs. 
M 
M 
Vs. 
So 
M 
Vs. 
N 
Man 
vs. 
God 
/FC 
I 
G 
C 
Ia 
S 
C 
Ie 
S 
C 
G 
C 
  
1. (01/ATME/2/
P.18) 
Father had never before 
hit Abdullah. So when he 
did, when he whacked 
the side of his head, just 
above the ear—hard, 
suddenly, and with an 
open palm—tears of 
surprise sprung to 
Abdullah's eyes. He 
quickly blinked them 
back. 
"Go home," Father said 
through gritted teeth. 
From up ahead, Abdullah 
heard Pari burst into 
sobs. Then Father hit him 
again, harder, and this 
time across the left 
 
V 
        Here, the conflict 
happened inside of 
Baba Saboor itself 
when he had to  treat 
Abdullah little bad 
because he didn‘t 
want him to follow 
when Baba was 
going to gave Pari to 
Wahdati‘s family. 
But Baba actually 
never want to hit 
Abdullah or treated 
him like that because 
he was very attached 
him. 
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cheek. Abdullah's head 
snapped sideways. His 
face burned, and more 
tears leaked. His left ear 
rang. Father stooped 
down, leaning in so close 
his dark creased face 
eclipsed the desert and 
the mountains and the 
sky altogether. 
2. (02/ATME/2/
P.20) 
"You were supposed to 
stay home," Father said. 
"With your mother and 
Iqbal. Like I told you to." 
Abdullah thought, She's 
your wife. My mother, 
we buried. But he knew 
to stifle those words 
before they came up and 
out. 
 
V 
        Abdullah actually 
wanted to tell his 
father that in his 
heart, his mother had 
died, and he couldn‘t 
love his stepmother 
as his own mother, 
but he couldn‘t tell it 
it to his father 
because he knew if 
he spoke that word it 
would made his 
father angry. 
V 
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3. (03/ATME/2/
P.23) 
But these were gestures, 
Abdullah knew, acts of 
duty, drawn from a well 
far shallower than the 
one she reached into for 
Iqbal. If one night their 
house caught fire, 
Abdullah knew without 
doubt which child 
Parwana would grab 
rushing out. She would 
not think twice. In the 
end, it came down to a 
simple thing: They 
weren't her children, he 
and Pari. Most people 
loved their own. It 
couldn't be helped that he 
and his sister didn't 
belong to her. They were 
another woman's 
leftovers. 
He wished he could love 
his new mother in the 
 
V 
        The conflict that 
happened to 
Abdullah‘s mind 
when he thought 
about his 
stepmother‘s 
treatment to him and 
Pari and found out 
that they weren‘t her 
truly child. Abdullah 
actually wanted to 
love his stepmother 
as he loved his own 
mother but he also 
wanted she love him 
the way she loved 
his own child. 
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same way. And perhaps 
Parwana, he thought, 
secretly wished the same, 
that she could love him. 
The way she did Iqbal, 
her one-year-old son, 
whose face she always 
kissed, whose every 
cough and sneeze she 
fretted over. Or the way 
she had loved her first 
baby, Omar. She had 
adored him. But he had 
died of the cold the 
winter before last. He 
was two weeks old. 
Parwana and Father had 
barely named him. He 
was one of three babies 
that brutal winter had 
taken in Shadbagh. 
4. (04/ATME/2/
P.30) 
Abdullah knew that 
Father blamed himself 
for Omar. If he had 
 
V 
        Baba Saboor blamed 
himself for not 
having better job that 
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found more work, or 
better work, he could 
have bought the baby 
better winter clothes, 
heavier blankets, maybe 
even a proper stove to 
warm the house. This 
was what Father thought. 
He hadn't said a word to 
Abdullah about Omar 
since the burial, but 
Abdullah knew. 
made him couldn‘t 
give his children a 
better clothes for the 
winter and made one 
of his children died 
cause of that brutal 
winter. 
5. (05/ATME/2/
P.52) 
His voice dragged now in 
a way that Abdullah did 
not remember, as though 
something weighed on 
each word he spoke. He 
shrank into long silences, 
his face closed off. He 
didn't tell stories 
anymore, had not told 
one since he and 
Abdullah had returned 
from Kabul. Maybe, 
 
V 
        The conflict that 
happened inside of 
Baba Saboor itself 
after he came back 
from Kabul to sell 
Pari for Wahdati‘s 
family to get money 
to save his family. 
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Abdullah thought, Father 
had sold the Wahdatis his 
muse as well. 
6. (06/ATME/3/
P.63) 
Parwana said no, she 
didn't mind, but inside 
she was crumpling. Over 
and over she pictured 
how her sister and 
Saboor had smiled at 
each other, the look they 
shared between them. 
Parwana might as well 
have winked out into thin 
air like a genie from one 
of Saboor's stories, so 
unaware had they been of 
her presence. It cut her to 
the bone. That night, on 
her cot, she cried very 
quietly. 
 
V 
        The character of 
Parwana against her 
own mind when she 
was actually being 
sad for seeing his 
sister became closed 
with the one she 
loved but she just 
tried to hide her 
feeling and said that 
she didn‘t mind it. 
 
V 
7. (07/ATME/4/
P.88) 
Over tea one night, Zahid 
told the other men that 
Mr. Wahdati's family did 
not approve of the 
  
V 
       The conflict between 
Nila and Wahdati‘s 
family where they 
actually didn‘t agree 
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marriage because of his 
bride-to-be's poor 
character. He said it was 
well known in Kabul that 
she had no nang and 
namoos, no honor, and 
that though she was only 
twenty she had already 
been "ridden all over 
town" like Mr. Wahdati's 
car. Worst of all, he said, 
not only had she made no 
attempt to deny these 
allegations, she wrote 
poems about them. 
for the marriage 
because she came 
from a poor family 
and she was the one 
who couldn‘t do the 
housework. But Nila 
struggle against their 
perception not by 
debate them but by 
her written on her 
poems. 
8. (08/ATME/4/
P.114) 
As part of the agreement 
with the Wahdatis, Pari's 
family was not allowed 
to visit. They were not 
allowed any contact at all 
with her. I drove to 
Shadbagh one day soon 
after Pari moved in with 
the Wahdatis. I went 
  
V 
       The conflict between 
Pari‘s family and 
Wahdati‘s family 
where after they 
change Pari with the 
money, Pari‘s family 
didn‘t allow to visit 
Pari in Wahdati‘s 
home. 
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there bearing a small 
present each for Abdullah 
and for my sister's little 
boy, Iqbal, who was a 
toddler by then. Saboor 
said pointedly, "You've 
given your gifts. Now it's 
time to go." 
9. (09/ATME/4/
P.115) 
Saboor did not want to 
set eyes on me again and 
I understood. I stopped 
my monthly visits. I 
never saw any of them 
again. 
  
V 
       The conflict between 
Nabi and Saboor. 
Saboor didn‘t want 
to see Nabi again or 
visited his family 
after he agreed to 
give Pari to 
Wahdati‘s family. It 
happened because 
Nabi was the one 
who offering that 
agreement, so it 
would be hard to 
Saboor for seeing 
Nabi. 
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10. (010/ATME/
4/P.134) 
It was in the 1990s that 
fighting at last broke out 
within the city limits. 
Kabul fell prey to men 
who looked like they had 
tumbled out of their 
mothers with 
Kalashnikov in hand, Mr. 
Markos, vandals all of 
them, gun-toting thieves 
with grandiose, self-
given titles. When the 
rockets began to fly, 
Suleiman stayed in the 
house and refused to 
leave. He stoutly 
declined information 
about what was going on 
outside the walls of his 
house. He unplugged the 
television. He cast aside 
the radio. He had no use 
for newspapers. He asked 
that I not bring home any 
   
V 
      Mr. Suleiman 
refused to leave the 
house although he 
knew the condition 
of the society where 
there were so many 
rockets were flying 
and maybe would 
attacked him. He 
refused to leave his 
home because 
Afghanistan is his 
land, he didn‘t want 
to give it up for the 
authorities of the 
society, so he stand 
struggle for his right. 
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news of the fighting. He 
scarcely knew who was 
battling whom, who was 
winning, who was losing, 
as though he hoped that 
by doggedly ignoring the 
war it would return the 
favor. 
11. (011/ATME/
4/P.163-164) 
The first one to go was 
Roshi's father. "Roshi 
told me her father never 
even know what 
happened. He didn't see 
anything." A single strike 
to the neck, from behind. 
It nearly decapitated him. 
Roshi's mother was next. 
Roshi saw her mother try 
to fight, but several 
swings to the face and 
chest and she was 
silenced. By now the 
children were screaming 
and running. The uncle 
  
V 
       The conflict that 
happened to Roshi 
and her family when 
her uncle try to 
torture them when 
their father was not 
around. 
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chased after them. Roshi 
saw one of her sisters 
make a run for the 
hallway, but the uncle 
grabbed her by the hair 
and wrestled her to the 
ground. The other sister 
did make it out to the 
hallway. The uncle gave 
chase, and Roshi could 
hear him kicking down 
the door to the bedroom, 
the screams, then the 
quiet. "So Roshi, she 
decide to escape with the 
little brother. They run 
out of the house, they run 
for front door but it is 
locked. The uncle, he did 
it, of course." 
12. (012/ATME/
5/P.180) 
She hopes that his return 
home was safe and that 
his family is well. It has 
been raining "angrily" in 
    
V 
     Here the characters 
must struggle to 
survive from the 
flood that happened 
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Kabul, she writes, and 
the streets are packed 
with mud up to the 
ankles. The rain has 
caused flooding, and 
some two hundred 
families had to be 
evacuated by helicopter 
in Shomali, north of 
Kabul. Security has been 
tightening because of 
Kabul's support of Bush's 
war in Iraq and expected 
reprisals from al-Qaeda. 
naturally by the 
nature. 
13. (013/ATME/
6/P.196) 
NW: You see, he woke 
one morning, the king, 
and proclaimed his plan 
to reshape the country—
kicking and screaming, if 
need be—into a new and 
more enlightened nation. 
By God! he said. No 
more wearing of the veil, 
for one. Imagine, 
   
V 
      This was the conflict 
between Nila 
Wahdati and the 
rules and the 
promises that 
brought by the 
goverment which 
lead by King 
Amanullah at that 
time which Nila 
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Monsieur Boustouler, a 
woman in Afghanistan 
arrested for wearing a 
burqal When his wife, 
Queen Soraya, appeared 
barefaced in public? Oh 
la la. The lungs of the 
mullahs inflated with 
enough gasps to fly a 
thousand Hindenburgs. 
And no more polygamy, 
he said! This, you 
understand, in a country 
where kings had legions 
of concubines and never 
set eyes on most of the 
children they'd so 
frivolously fathered. 
From now on, he 
declared, no man can 
force you into marriage. 
And no more bride price, 
brave women of 
Afghanistan, and no 
against his rules 
through his written. 
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more child marriage. 
And here is more: You 
will all attend school. 
14. (014/ATME/
6/P.229) 
NW: What I can tell you, 
however, is that no one 
was touting me in Kabul. 
No one in Kabul 
considered me a pioneer 
of anything but bad taste, 
debauchery, and immoral 
character. Not least of 
all, my father. He said 
my writings were the 
ramblings of a whore. He 
used that word precisely. 
He said I'd damaged his 
family name beyond 
repair. He said I had 
betrayed him. He kept 
asking why I found it so 
hard to be respectable. 
  
V 
       For anything Nila 
Wahdati have done, 
she never get any 
appreciation from 
anyone in Kabul, 
even from her father. 
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15. (015/ATME/
7/P.264) 
Baba jan had been shot 
twice by the Russians 
during battle. He had 
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      The conflict that 
happened to that 
people and also Baba 
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shown Adel his wounds, 
one just under the left rib 
cage—he said that one 
had cost him his 
spleen—and one about a 
thumb's length away 
from his belly button. He 
said he was lucky, 
everything considered. 
He had friends who had 
lost arms, legs, eyes; 
friends whose faces had 
burned. They had done it 
for their country, Baba 
jan said, and they had 
done it for God. This was 
what jihad was all about, 
he said. Sacrifice. 
jan who joined the 
jihad to fight the 
Russian which took 
power in the 
country. 
16. (016/ATME/
7/P.282) 
"Had to. The Pakistanis 
shut down the camp. 
They said Afghans 
belong in Afghanistan. 
And then my uncle's 
money stopped coming. 
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between Afghan 
people with Taliban. 
When many Afghan 
people tried to save 
theirselves from the 
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So my father said we 
might as well go home 
and restart, now that the 
Taliban had run to the 
Pakistani side of the 
border anyway. He said 
we were guests in 
Pakistan who'd outstayed 
their welcome. I was 
really depressed. This 
place"— he waved his 
hand—"this is a foreign 
country to me. And the 
kids in the camp, the 
ones who'd actually been 
to Afghanistan? None of 
them had a good thing to 
say about it." 
war in Afghanistan 
and stay in Pakistan 
camp but then the 
Taliban force them 
to shut the camp and 
get all Afghanistan 
to came back to their 
land. 
17. (017/ATME/
7/P.285) 
Adel knew this. Baba jan 
had explained to him that 
some of the people who 
had fought alongside him 
against the Soviets in the 
1980s had become both 
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      That was the conflict 
that happened to 
Afghan people. If 
they joined to fought 
against Soviets, they 
may became 
 
V 
214 
 
   
 
powerful and corrupt. 
They had lost their way, 
he said. And because he 
wouldn't join in their 
criminal schemes, they 
always tried to 
undermine him, to 
pollute his name by 
spreading false, hurtful 
rumors about him. 
powerful and 
corrupt. But if they 
refuse to join, they 
would got the other 
conflict as their 
name would be 
pollute, and many 
bad rumors will 
attack them. 
18. (018/ATME/
9/P.426) 
"Get her out of here!" 
Baba cries when he sees 
me. "I want this woman 
out of my house!" 
"Baba!" 
……………. 
"I don't trust that 
woman," Baba says, 
flopping into the recliner. 
"You don't know. But I 
know. I know a thief 
when I see one!" He 
pants as he grabs the 
catalog from my hand 
  
V 
       The conflict that 
happened between 
Abdullah and Pari 
when Pari told 
Abdulah if she was 
his sister who had 
lost these long time 
but Abdullah had 
forgetten her 
because at this Time 
Abdullah was very 
old and was hard to 
remember his hole 
life. 
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and starts violently 
flipping the pages. Then 
he slams it in his lap and 
looks up at me, his 
eyebrows shot high. 
"And a damn liar too. 
You know what she said 
to me, this woman? You 
know what she said? 
That she was my sister! 
My sister! Wait 'til 
Sultana hears about this 
one." 
"All right, Baba. We'll 
tell her together." 
"Crazy woman." 
19. (019/ATME/
9/P.442) 
I turn to Pari. "Do you 
know what this means?" 
Chin quivering, Pari 
slowly shakes her head. 
She takes the box from 
me and peers inside it. 
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        Abdullah was the 
one who had to 
struggle against his 
own feeling as long 
as when he lost his 
sister Pari that he 
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"No," she says. "Only 
that when we lost each 
other, Abdullah and I, it 
hurt him much more than 
me. I was the lucky one 
because I was protected 
by my youth. Je pouvais 
oublier. I still had the 
luxury of forgetting. He 
did not." She lifts a 
feather, brushes it against 
her wrist, eyeing it as 
though hoping it might 
spring to life and take 
flight. "I don't know what 
this feather means, the 
story of it, but I know it 
means he was thinking of 
me. For all these years. 
He remembered me." 
really loved because 
his father sell her to 
get money for saving 
his family. 
20. (020/ATME/
4/P.133) 
I can sum it up in one 
word: war. Or, rather, 
wars. Not one, not two, 
but many wars, both big 
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  Intra state conflict. 
This is conflict 
inside a state, 
conflict that happens 
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and small, just and 
unjust, wars with shifting 
casts of supposed heroes 
and villains, each new 
hero making one 
increasingly nostalgic for 
the old villain. The 
names changed, as did 
the faces, and I spit on 
them equally for all the 
petty feuds, the snipers, 
the land mines, bombing 
raids, the rockets, the 
looting and raping and 
killing. Ah, enough! The 
task is both too great and 
too unpleasant. I lived 
those days already, and I 
intend to relive them on 
these pages as briefly as 
possible. The only good I 
took from that time was a 
measure of vindication 
about little Pari, who by 
in Afghan society. 
The conflict of the 
society that told by 
Nabi where the 
society at that time 
was in the condition 
that  so many 
bombing raids, the 
rockets, the looting 
and raping and 
killing. 
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now must have grown 
into a young woman. It 
eased my conscience that 
she was safe, far from all 
this killing. 
21. (021/ATME/
4/P.133) 
The 1980s, as you know, 
Mr. Markos, were 
actually not so terrible in 
Kabul since most of the 
fighting took place in the 
countryside. Still, it was 
a time of exodus, and 
many families from our 
neighborhood packed 
their things and left the 
country for either 
Pakistan or Iran, with 
hopes of resettling 
somewhere in the West. 
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  Intra state conflict 
This is conflict 
inside a state. The 
conflicts that 
happened to Afghans 
people when the war 
in the country was 
very terrible and 
made many of them 
left Afghanistan to 
save their family. 
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22. (022/ATME/
4/P.134) 
Of course it did not. The 
street where we lived, 
once so quiet and pristine 
and gleaming, turned into 
a war zone. Bullets hit 
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This is conflict 
inside a state. The 
condition of 
Afghanistan in the 
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every house. Rockets 
whistled overhead. RPGs 
landed up and down the 
street and blasted craters 
in the asphalt. At night, 
red and-white tracers 
flew every which way 
until dawn. Some days, 
we would have a bit of 
reprieve, a few hours of 
quiet, and then sudden 
bursts of fire would 
break it, rounds cracking 
off from every direction, 
people on the street 
screaming. 
middle of the war 
that so many rockets 
and bullets attacked 
the country and 
people in the 
country. 
23. (023/ATME/
4/P.135) 
The trees were dead by 
then—they had not borne 
fruit in years—the lawn 
had yellowed, the 
flowers perished. But 
war was ruthless on the 
once beautiful house. 
Windows shattered by 
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  Intra state conflict 
This is conflict 
inside a state, 
conflict that happens 
in Afghanistan. The 
attack didn‘t directly 
happen to the 
character, they only 
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nearby RPG blasts. A 
rocket pulverized the 
wall on the eastern face 
of the garden as well as 
half of the veranda, 
where Nila and I had 
held so many 
conversations. A grenade 
damaged the roof. 
Bullets scarred the walls. 
saw that conflict 
happened to the 
society. 
24. (024/ATME/
9/P.399) 
But she spent the bulk of 
the time running down a 
long list, warning us 
against all the things we 
had to avoid at all cost as 
virtuous young Muslim 
girls lest we be corrupted 
by Western culture: 
boys—first and foremost, 
naturally—but also rap 
music, Madonna, 
Melrose Place, shorts, 
dancing, swimming in 
public, cheerleading, 
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  Social conflict that 
happens inside a 
state. 
The conflict that 
happened to Afghan 
society where many 
young Muslim girls 
there forget the 
Afghan culture and 
they were corrupted 
by Western culture. 
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alcohol, bacon, 
pepperoni, non-halal 
burgers, and a slew of 
other things. I sat on the 
floor, sweating in the 
heat, my feet falling 
asleep, wishing I could 
lift the scarf from my 
hair, but, of course, you 
couldn't do that in a 
mosque. I looked up at 
the windows, but they 
allowed only narrow slits 
of sky. I longed for the 
moment when I exited 
the mosque, when fresh 
air first struck my face 
and I always felt a 
loosening inside my 
chest, the relief of an 
uncomfortable knot 
coming undone. 
 
